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E The People of Britain

Many foreigners who have not visited Britain call all the
inhabitants® “English” for they are used to thinking of the
British Isles as “English”. In fact, the British Isles contain a va-
riety of peoples and only the people of England call them-
selves English. The others refer to themselves as Welsh, Scot-
tish,or Irish, as the case may be; they are often slightly an-
noyed at being classified as“English”.

Even in England there are many differences in regional®
character and speech. The chief division is between southern
England and northern England. South of a line going from Bris-
tol to Londonpeople speak the type of English usually learnt by
foreign students,though there are local variations.

Further north (roughly® beyond a line going from Man-
chester to Hull) regional sparch is usually“broader”than that of
southern Britain. Northerners are apt to claim that they work

harder than the Southerners,and are more thorough. They are

@ inhabitant n. JE K, JEEE
regional adj. #EANHL X (K7, Hb o5 M, s H
roughly adv. HEW& M, KA Hh
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open-hearted and hospitable; foreigners often find that they
make friends with them quickly. Northerners generally have
hearty appetites:the visitor to Lancashire or Yorkshire,for in-
stance, may look forward to receiving generous helpings at
meal times.

In accent and character the people of the letter“R”is gen-
erally a strong sound,and“R”is often pronounced in which it
would be silent in southern English. In the Highlands and the
Western Isles the ancient Scottish language, Gaelic, is still
heard in 1971 some 88,000 people spoke Gaelic. The Scots
are said to be a serious, cautious, thrifty people rather inven-
tive and somewhat mystical®. All the Celtic peoples of Britain
(the Welsh, the Irish, the Scots) are frequently described as
being more “fiery”than the English. They are of a race that is
quite distinct from the English.

The Welsh have preserved their language to a remarka-
ble extent,as you will see in the article on “Wales—Land” of
Song. The English generally look upon the Welsh as an emo-
tional® people who are.however,somewhat reticent and diffi-
cult to get to know easily.

Ireland is divided into two parts. The six counties of

Northern Ireland are still part of Great Britain, though. in nor-

@ mystical adj. #FL R, B A
@ emotional adj. f5 45 1, I B
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mal circumpools firms recognise a responsibility towards the
winners of large sums and employ experts to give winners ad-
vice, if they wish it,on now best to invest their newly-acquired
wealth. Not all of them take such advice, but the majorty do.
Most of the big pools wins have gone to people who are not—
very well—off and generally they have used the money wise-
ly,buying themselves a house and a car adding some luxuries
to their daily life,but not throwing the money away on riotous
living. Very many winners have at once spent part of their for-

tune on helping less fortunate relatives.
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F London s Parks

One thing about London which every visitor from abroad
admires® is the large number of parks. These “lungs” @of Lon-
don.as they have been called,are like green islands of peace
and quiet in the middle of a noisy sea. They play an important
part in helping to form the City’ s character.

The best-known parks are,of course,the central ones: St
James’ s park.Hyde Park.,Regent s Park.and Kensington Gar-
dens. They have many attractions. Hyed Park has the Serpen-
tine—a little lake,where, if one feels inclined,one may take a
swim or go for a row, and Speakers’ Corner where one may
get up and say anything one pleases. In Regent’ s Park there
are the Zoo and the Open-Air Theatre. Kensington Gardens
has the Round Pond where “dry land sailors” of all ages sail
every kind of model yacht St James' s Park boasts a truly ele-

gant® lake on which lives a great variety of wild duck. And,a-

@ admire v. B, B, 758
lung n. Hﬁi HTW)I(%&’ Hﬂiﬂg
® elegant adj. SCHERY, IR, MES, <> ERE, £-WH
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part from these individual® attractions.eachpark has a greater
or lesser expanse of well-kept grass. Here, in fine weather,
can be seen hundreds of lucky people who have escaped for a
while from the noise and bustle? of the town;some sitting on
chairs, some lying full length on the ground., some strolling
aimlessly around.

But the central parks of London are not necessarily the
most popular. Every district of London has its parks, great or
small. In the north there is Hampstead Heath, famous for its
summer and winter fairs. In the south there is Richmond
Park , where deer and sheep still roam and where one can get
the impression of being deep in the country. In the south, too,
are the Botanical Gardens at Kew, where almost every kind
of tree and plant is carefully tended, in large greenhouses or
in the open air. Just over Chelse a Bridge, along the south
bank of the Thames, is Battersea Park, one of London” s lar-
gest, complete with its pleasure gardens and Fun-Fair. In the
east, there is the large Victoria Park and a host of smaller
ones.

And so one could go on. Even for a Londoner it is difficult

to know and enjoy the all. The visitor to the city may be confi-

@ individual n. AN A AN adi AN B0 SO0, AN A
@ bustle v. ® I



