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The Cock and the Jewel
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A cock, scratching in the farmyard for food ‘

for the hens, turned up a precious stone that shone .
and sparked in the sun.
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“Well,” said the Cock, “I don” t know what
you are doing here. You are a very beautiful thing.
and no doubt if your owner found you he would be
delighted, but you are no good to me. I would
rather have one grain of delicious barley than all
the precious stones under the sun!”
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The Fox and the Tiger
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An archer, hunting in the woods, was so suc-

*
.
.
3
¢
$
:
.
.
.
.
g
¢
¢
:
.
.

cessful with his arrows that he killed many of the

g

wild animals. This frightened the rest so much

a

that they ran into the densest part of the bushes to

hide. At last the Tiger stood up, and pretending to

#

be very brave, told the other animals not to be a-
fraid anymore, but to rely on his courage, and he
would attack the enemy on his own. While he was
talking, and lashing his tail and tearing at the
ground with his claws to impress the others, an ar-
row came and pierced his ribs. The Tiger howled
with pain.
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While he was trying to draw out the arrow
with his teeth the Fox went up to him and asked,
in surprise, whoever had the strength and courage
to wound such a brave and mighty beast as the Tt
ger?
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“Nay,” said the Tiger, “I misjudged my ene-
my. It was that unbeatable man over there!”
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The Kite
s

A kite, which has been allowed to soar to the
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clouds, called out from on high to a butterfly down

g

below in the valley.
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“I can assure you that I can scarcely make you
out. Confess now that you feel envious when you
watch my so lofty flight.”

“BIEIRIRRILTBEAFIR T . ARG RIN
BHE XA, —EMRERT,”

“Envious? No indeed! You have no business

to think so much of yourself. You fly high, it is
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true; but you are always tied by a string. Such a
life, my friend, is very far removed from happt
ness. But I, though in truth but little exalted. fly
wherever 1 wish. I should not like all my life long
to have to conduce to someone else’ s foolish a
musement, ”
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