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MODERN STUDY OF THE MEDICAL FORMULAE
IN TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE

Preface

“It’'s our duty to protect the endangered species of wild animals and plants.

As one of the treaty signatories of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, the Chinese gnvernment since 1982 has made it a rule to ban
the kiiling of animals and misuse of plants that are on the verge of extinction, and has been
trying its best to seek for substitutions of those required in medicine.

Afew traditional Chinese medica substances, like musk, tiger bone, antelope horn, rhi-
noceros horn, Japanese thistle, etc. were once used in some ancient medical formulae, but
they are no longer used in presctiptions today, if any, only with limited use in some medicinal
experiments, !

For this reason we hereby declare that in this book some medicinal materials coming
from animals and_plants which deserve protection have been retained fundamently for their
historical and cultural considerations. -

Under no circumstances are the author's intentional or emphatic purposes on the roles
of such medicaments, nor are we encouraging uses of them, either as ingredients in medical
formulae or as raw materials in new drug trituration. The niecessity of these medicaments as
part of the ingredients awaits further assessment, and it is expected that more and more subati-
tutions will be available.

Mother nature grants humans everything, on which we depend for a living. To respect
and maintain it's diversity is the best repayment to nature. We are clearly conscious of that
conservation of rare species is so important to our world.

We must fight any attempt to presume upon endangered species for individual gains at
the expense of disturbing the ecological balance.

We should always do our best to keep nature what it is.

Nature is the source of life. We must love nature as deeply as do ourselves.
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