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The efforts of Guangdong Province to settle the Indo-Chinese refu-
gees are not only contributions to the stability and development of the
local and international communities but also a vivid reflection of how
the Chinese government and people carry forward internationalism and
humanitarianism and fully protect human rights.

Lu Zhonghe
December 8, 1999



Footmarks in the Four Seasons

22 years ago, China's reform and opening to the outside world became a focus of the world’s attention.

The work of receiving and settlement of about 300,000 Indo-Chinese refugees were sped up almost at the
same time. But, there are not many people knowing such effort. Still, there are few people aware of the situation
of the Indo-Chinese refugees in China.

A hook entitled A Sunshine Home - Humanitarian Settlement in Guangdong was published in July 1999
and responded the concern in this regard.

Today, we are here to present another book entitled Footmarks in the Four Seasons ---- The Indo-Chinese
Refugees in Guangdong in an attempt 1o give our reply. in pictures, to those people following with interest the
situation of the 80,000 Indo-Chinese refugees in Guangdong.

As a signatory state of the Geneva Convention on Refugee Status (1951) and the Protocol on Refugee Status
(1967). China is obliged to shoulder the responsibility to international humanitarian rescue. The Chinese govern-
ment has not only provided these Indo-Chinese refugees with effective protection, but also ensured them with
full security of the basic rights of living a normal life, production, employment, education and medical care. In
order to settle these Indo-Chinese refugees, the Chinese government has so far allocated special funds totally
USD 752 million just from the central revenue.

Guangdong is one of the major provinces designated for the reception and settlement of Indo-Chinese
refugees. In the past 20 years, the state government has invested over RMB 1 billion on Guangdong farms for
their capital construction, subsidies of various Kinds, operating expenses of refugee affairs.

Guangdong governments at various levels as well as the leaders and staff of the settlement centers have
made all kinds of efforts and praise-worthy achievements in settling these refugees, helping and assisting them to
rebuild their self-respect as well as their new homes.

To rescue and support these refugees, the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) and its represen-
tative officers to China have taken trouble to investigate the situations on farms and allocated special funds to
help those refugees in difficulties. During the period from 1979 to 1999, UNHCR has provided financial aids.
totally USD 21.43 million, to 125 projects in Guangdong.

Today, the refugees settled in Guangdong have merged themselves into the local community with self-
respect, self-reliance and self-support. With regard 1o their living standard, most of them have got rid of poverty,
and some of them are getting rich. With their education and skills enhanced, a large number of production
experts, model workers and skilled personnel of their trades have emerged and become the main production
force in the places where the settlement centers are located.

The Chinese efforts in the settlement of the Indo-Chinese refugees have been highly appraised by the inter-
national community. On her visit to China in January 1997, Madam Sadako Ogata, UNHCR High Commissioner,
told Vice Premier Mr. Qian Qichen, “The efforts of the Chinese government in the reception and settlement of
the Indo-Chinese refugees should be regarded as an excellent example for refugee settlement.”

As Mr. G. Perkins, a UNHCR representative to China said . “Guangdong has done an excellent job in the
settlement of the Indo-Chinese refugees.” and * all we have today are the outcome of the great idea and hard

working.”
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Winter, Tears Were Warm
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A world shocking event occurred in 1978 and 1979. Thousands upon thou-

sands of Indo-Chinese refugees were forced to flee away from their homeland

of generations to China and other places in the world.

Recalling the past is always depressing and frustrating,people often wish

to skip over history, but this is only a wishful thinking.

When looking back to the dreary winter, we hope to feel the warmth of

the present spring rather than to think about the past bitter cold.

In that winter, only tears were warm.
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What can be more distressing than losing their homes?

The sorrow! ves and the endless tears of the Indo-Chinese

refugees tell you the answer

peaple
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22 years have passed and the Beilun River on the
Sino-Vietnamese horder resumes 11s quietness again.
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This old man from Dongxing City can tell
you how bustling and unrestful the Beilin River
used to be. Living by the river side, he has wit-
nessed the sorrowful days and nights of the sad
period.
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The Indo-Chinese refugees are waiting

for the arrangements in the settlement centers.
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Look at these unremovable scars. The refugees settled on

L. 4T

Yingde Farm are telling their resentment.



SRR AR Y SR IA T EE B ANy
LR TR A, T

Still remember what happened that vear? Still recog-

nize the faces on the photos? The refugees on Yinghong
Farm are overwhelmed with emotions at the sight of those

historical photos taken 22 years ago.
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Liu Jiawei. a Vietnamese refy

gee settled on Guangming
OCF, has kept his genealogical record. correspondences of the
older generations and Vietnamese magazines from Vietnam.

T4 JIAYEHE . The photos in Liu Jiawei's family album are the records of the passing time.

14
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The three refugees of Guangming OCF are holding

their credentials,

tificates of merit and medals awarded

in Vietnam and China.

GlENRTAC S
Enjoving

detail, they seem 1o have

alot o say.
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A photo of the old days is now still on the
wall of the Section for Overseas Chinese affairs
of Dahuai OCF. The then refugee is now a staff

member engaged in refugee affairs.
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Spring, an Appomtment with Sunshine
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Only those who have experienced bitter winter can understand how pre-
cious spring is.

The humanitarian sunshine casts upon the hearts of thousands of refugees.

In the sunshine, the lost home can be rebuilt.

In the sunshine, the trampled dignity can be re-established.

In the sunshine, you will feel there still exists the most precious treasure
of the human race love.

With this love,we should feel content.



