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ABSTRACT

This dissertation has two main parts. The first one examines the truth of Lie Zi and thinks that
it basically was not a false book of Wei and Jin Dynasties but a pre-Qin book. The second one
studies the philosophy of Lie Zi. The two sections have two chapters each and have four ones in
total.

The first chapter of the first part discusses if there was the person, Lie Zi in history and thinks
that the answer is in the affirmative. Lie Zi lived in the early Warring States and was one of
important persons of pre-Qin Daoism School. His life date was about 400 BC and was about the
same as that of the governor Xu of Zheng.

The second chapter discusses the dates, origin and truth of Lie Zi. It has two sections. The first
section discusses the truth of Lie Zi and thinks that it was not a work of a person or a period of
time. Its origin was about formed in Warring States, edited and written by his students and later
scholars, and maybe included some parts of Lie Z1 s original Work. So Lie Zi was not written only
by Lie Yukou but a collection of works from Lie Zi, his students and the whole Lie Zi School. The
second section discusses the truth of Lie Zi and is the important content of this dissertation. The
whole section discusses five problems. First, it summarizes the disputes about the truth of Lie Zi
and classifies in various opinions in history. Secondly, it examines the plagiarism of several
important paragraphs. Thirdly, it discusses the truth of Lie Zi from its language and words.
Fourthly, it discusses the relation between Buddhism and Lie Zi. Fifthly, it discusses the relation
between Lie Zi and Zhuang Zi. After these discussions, the author thinks that Lie Zi was basically
a pre-Qin book, a pre-Qin book of Lie Zi School although people in later Wei and Jin Dynasties
added some contents to it. Most of its content is prior to Zhuang Zi, so the wording “ Zhuang Zi
says ” in history seemly had its ground.

The second part discusses the philosophy of Lie Zi. Because Lie Zi includes two pre-Qin
schools, 1.e. Lie Zi and Yang Zhu Schools, this dissertation discusses their thoughts individually.

The first chapter discusses the thought of Lie Zi. The first section discusses a core thought, i.e.
the thought of taking Xu (Vacuum) as a noble thing. This thought is descended from Lao Zi and to
Zhuang Zi. Zhuang Zi fully developed it. It was a link of Zhuang Zi s thought which could not be
omitted. The second section discusses the thought of taking Zheng (Right) as a noble thing. This
thought had a very great influence on the Huang-Lao School. The third section discusses the
theory of the forming of cosmos. Such thought of Lie Zi was the fullest one of the pre-Qin Daoism
Schools, even was more brilliant than Lao Zi and Zhuang Zi. The fourth section discusses the
philosophy of life, mainly life and death, and fate and effort, of Lie Zi. Lie Zi advocated the
transcendence of life and death and the theory of *“ life is determined by fate™ .

The second chapter discusses the thought of Yang Zhu School. Yang Zhu of Lie Zi did not
reflect the thought of Lie Zi but of Yang Zhu and their followers. It was only kept in Lie Zi and its
author was someone from Yang Zhu School or someone who liked such thought. So this
dissertation thinks that the thought of and ** indulging in sensual pleasures’ of Yang Zhu of Lie Zi
was the inheritance and development of the thought of *“ doing for myself” of Yang Zhu School.

KEY WORDS: Lie Zi;Zhuang Zi;Yang Zhu;taking Xu (Vacuum) as a noble thing; taking
Zheng (Rught) as a noble thing
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