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William Somerset Maugham

William Somerset Maugham (25 January 1874-16
December 1965) was a British playwright, novelist
and short story writer. He was among the most popular
writers of his era and reputedly the highest paid author
during the 1930s.

After losing both his parents by the age of 10,
Maugham was raised by a paternal uncle who was
emotionally cold. Not wanting to become a lawyer like
other men in his family, Maugham eventually trained
and qualified as a doctor. The first run of his first
novel, Liza of Lambeth (1897), sold out so rapidly that
Maugham gave up medicine to write full-time.

During the First World War, he served with the
Red Cross and in the ambulance corps, before being
recruited in 1916 into the British Secret Intelligence
Service, for which he worked in Switzerland and Russia
before the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917. During and
after the war, he traveled in India and Southeast Asia;
all of these experiences were reflected in later short
stories and novels.
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare's plays, Shelley's poems,
mark Twain's novels and Nietzsche's works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people's mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country's culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People's Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in China. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing "spiritual civilization", it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing



J'Eil\ ,?

CELENETLRERRAE. BhE. &A
FEMEN, TREMAE “WAERE, ERLELRT
e A EPBTRENMATEHREFEZK, HREEF
R, MEFATEWAR, hEE—4 “BHHORE
T, EmEMEAR; RE-ERM, FT¥E—FZ
¥ Xiks b AEE®, RXWBE “LFRT” , X4
%0 NIRE R B B A

BEBRLE, AHAEETERESR, TUKE
M, KR, WAL T, FEHEK, FEAE, Fr
B ORET, HEIBEEHR BN R RN AR
", RBNMNRENRAEY . KERBFIFLLTH
(lER) M (ERA) %, “BAMETZIR
WETH (M) =2 (EE) (ARE) R (X%
B) . ZRZMRE-RMERERS - FFEHE (LATE
) BRANEARNEKR) . xERBHEEE—
RNELNRED T - bRty (ARFRE) UK (7
WREHWIL) %, EEELTFREXN (B EH
R R) R (RANHZE) £%, HAZERELR
RS RIE, BT RES TR, wEEEERET
THATVTBR RN ET



REZFLDHwHAE, TEREFAAN, 04
YNERLZTRBAE, EERBHEEEL, HEX
FHRERS - ARGEAAN (ZHEFREESL) X
E, MR TEASHEZMHLEY R R, hXHFTH:
“EILFHAEBLZET, BT UREEATH AL
RELFHBEELIAREN, ”

BHLE, TRRABEESL, EARFEXF
xEmE e, R EFERNK, TR G H®FEZ ML
i, MEE-NFFABEME: RPEEARNNESE X,
BETFEHENEREL,

BEMEXHETURNERLE, RFE, B
kR KR, WRIANARSERY, &
AEMEER Y, HEENRE, HTLREM|HA. 5
R, WAHESNARERNY, RHERARKE
WEER, FEEATAHEEHMNETELERNT X
RZW¥,

REZBALE, BRERT XGEE 84 F U,
ARENFBIEXEEN MR -0, AA
¥ L&, RBERAMREAABRELEY, EAFRS
ZWEREET, X—FL, RAFERKEL
AL LK—BHE, X—FLHUFFREHENT
B, MEERNMT BN G R ZIEE A F R
k, AERARANKELBELNTE, BAELT
B

TTFARBBREAHIFRERY “REHLFEX
E” ZFIMF, RAARNLE LR HRT A KA
B, ZERTHAE, AnbeLkBENENIEERRE



5

BEGRIIAG, EHRBANT BRI LLTEZZBERN
Flot, —EeRA AEBEHHE . APFEURF
EXRKNEZE “REBLFZEXE

o7 4 B E K I
A sh 2> 34 5h B 5
B AR L £
2EXEXFFRAELK

KPR #HE
20134 7H THx



Gl
The Bedside Classics
of
Wearkd Literature, Philosophy and Psychalogy

Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics bring you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology books that have stood the test
of time — at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud addictions to your bookshelf. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The titles of the
sixth set of The Bedside Classics are:

The Works of Edgar Allan Poe Vol. I by Edgar Allan Poe 30.00

Common Sense by Thomas Paine 20.00
The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoyevsky 58.00
Confucian Analects translated by James Legge 38.00
The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire

Vol. I by Edward Gibbon 28.00
Essays of Mongtaine Complete Vol. [

by Michel de Montaigne 45.00
Memoirs of Napoleon Bonaparte — Complete Vol. 1

by Louis de Bourrienne 46.00
Paradise Lost by John Milton 16.00
Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes 35.00
The History of Herodotus — Vol. I by Herodotus 26.00
Jean-Christophe by Romain Rolland (Volume III) 30.00
The Moon and the Sixpence by W. Somerset Maugham  16.00
On War by Carl von Clausewitz 20.00
All's Well That Ends Well by William Shakespeare 30.00
The World as Will and Idea by Arthur Schopenhauer

(Volume II) 28.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional bar code on the back
cover. If you have any suggestions, please go to the publisher’s weibo: http://
weibo.com/Irs 2009. Or visit the publisher’s web-side. Or call 024-23284321.



CHAPTER 1/1
CHAPTER 2 /7
CHAPTER 3 /11
CHAPTER 4/ 14
CHAPTER 5/18
CHAPTER 6 /21
CHAPTER 7/24
CHAPTER 8/26
CHAPTER 9/33
CHAPTER 10/36
CHAPTER 11/42
CHAPTER 12 /47
CHAPTER 13 /55
CHAPTER 14/ 58
CHAPTER 15/ 62
CHAPTER 16/ 69
CHAPTER 17/ 71
CHAPTER 18/73
CHAPTER 19/76

CONTENTS

CONTENTS



2 THE MOON AND SIXPENCE
CHAPTER 20/ 83
CHAPTER 21 /87
CHAPTER 22 /94
CHAPTER 23 /97
CHAPTER 24/ 101
CHAPTER 25/ 106
CHAPTER 26/ 111
CHAPTER 27/ 116
CHAPTER 28/ 118
CHAPTER 29 /125
CHAPTER 30/ 129
CHAPTER 31/133
CHAPTER 32/ 137
CHAPTER 33/ 140
CHAPTER 34/ 143
CHAPTER 35/ 147
CHAPTER 36/ 150
CHAPTER 37/ 152
CHAPTER 38/ 154
CHAPTER 39/ 158
CHAPTER 40/ 165
CHAPTER 41/ 168
CHAPTER 42/ 176



CHAPTER 43 /182
CHAPTER 44/ 188
CHAPTER 45/ 190
CHAPTER 46/ 193
CHAPTER 47/ 198
CHAPTER 48 /208
CHAPTER 49 /212
CHAPTER 50/ 216
CHAPTER 51 /221
CHAPTER 52/226
CHAPTER 53 /228
CHAPTER 54 /233
CHAPTER 55/237
CHAPTER 56/ 246
CHAPTER 57/249
CHAPTER 58 /255

CONTENTS



CHAPTER 1

confess that when first I made acquaintance

with Charles Strickland I never for a moment
discerned that there was in him anything out of the
ordinary. Yet now few will be found to deny his
greatness. | do not speak of that greatness which is
achieved by the fortunate politician or the successful
soldier; that is a quality which belongs to the place
he occupies rather than to the man; and a change of
circumstances reduces it to very discreet proportions.
The Prime Minister out of office is seen, too often, to
have been but a pompous rhetorician, and the General
without an army is but the tame hero of a market town.
The greatness of Charles Strickland was authentic. It
may be that you do not like his art, but at all events
you can hardly refuse it the tribute of your interest.
He disturbs and arrests. The time has passed when he
was an object of ridicule, and it is no longer a mark
of eccentricity to defend or of perversity to extol him.
His faults are accepted as the necessary complement
to his merits. It is still possible to discuss his place in
art, and the adulation of his admirers is perhaps no less
capricious than the disparagement of his detractors;
but one thing can never be doubtful, and that is that
he had genius. To my mind the most interesting thing
in art is the personality of the artist; and if that is
singular, I am willing to excuse a thousand faults. |
suppose Velasquez was a better painter than El Greco,
but custom stales one's admiration for him: the Cretan,



