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Theodore Dreiser

Theodore Herman Albert Dreiser (August 27,
1871 — December 28, 1945) was an American novelist
and journalist of the naturalist school. His novels
often featured main characters who succeeded at their
objectives despite a lack of a firm moral code, and
literary situations that more closely resemble studies
of nature than tales of choice and agency. Dreiser’s
best known novels include Sister Carrie (1900) and
An American Tragedy (1925).
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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(AIC
The Bedside Classics
of
Wornld Literature, Philasophy and Psychelogy

Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics bring you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology—books that have stood the test
of time—at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud addictions to your bookshelf. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The first set of
the first 15 Bedside Classics includes:

Wake-robin by John Burroughs ¥10.00
1984 by George Orwell ¥ 18.00
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald ¥10.00
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain ¥18.00
Sister Carrie by Theodore Dreiser ¥26.00
Emma by Jane Austen ¥26.00
Tess of the d’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy ¥24.00
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes

by Arthur Conan Doyle ¥18.00
The Call of the Wild + White Fang

by Jack London ¥ 18.00
Sons and Lovers by D. H. Lawrence ¥26.00

Of Human Bondage by William Somerset Maugham ¥35.00

The Divine Comedy - Inferno by Dante Alighieri ¥12.00
Dream Psychology + A Young Girl’s Diary

by Sigmund Freud ¥22.00
Thus Spake Zarathustra + Beyond Good and Evil

by Friedrich Nietzsche ¥26.00
Ulysses(I and I1)+(III) by James Joyce ¥36.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional bar code on the back
cover, or visit the publisher’s web-side. Or if you have any suggestions, please
2o to the publisher’s weibo: http://weibo.com/Irs 2009, or call 024-23284321.
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Chapter 1 1

CHAPTER 1

THE MAGNET ATTRACTING:
A WIFE AMID FORCES

When Caroline Meeber boarded the afternoon
train for Chicago, her total outfit consisted of a small
trunk, a cheap imitation alligator- skin satchel, a
small lunch in a paper box, and a yellow leather snap
purse, containing her ticket, a scrap of paper with her
sister’s address in Van Buren Street, and four dollar
in money. It was in August, 1889. She was eighteen
years or age, bright, timid, and full of the illusions
of ignorance and youth. Whatever touch of regret at
parting characterized her given up. A gush of tears
at her mother’s farewell kiss, mill where her father
worked by the day, a pathetic sigh as the familiar
green environs of the village passed in review and the
threads which bound her so lightly to girlhood and
home were irretrievably broken.

To be sure there was always the next station, where
one might descend and return. There was the great
city, bound more closely by these very trains which
came up daily. Columbia City was not so very far
away, even once she was in Chicago. What pray, is
a few hours a few hundred miles? She looked at the
little slip bearing her sister’s address and wondered.
She gazed at the green landscape, now passing in
swift review until her swifter thoughts replaced its
impression with vague conjectures of what Chicago
might be.

When a girls leaves her home at eighteen, she



