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Passage 1

Time Taken: minutes

Impacts of Non-Motorized Transport

The use of NMT (non-motorized transport) in cities generates numerous social,
economic and environmental benefits. Indeed, the existing evidence has consistently
shown that the benefits of expanding NMT use outweigh the related costs by large
margins. For instance, in Amsterdam (the Netherlands)®, the overall benefit-cost
ratio of improving bicycle infrastructure® was estimated to be 1.5 : 1 while similar
calculations for Delhi (India)® and Bogota (Colombia)@ estimated the ratio to be
20 :1and 7 : 1, respectively.

A major advantage of NMT is that it reduces energy consumption, greenhouse
gas emissions and pollution (air, water and noise) substantially, as it does not rely on
fossil fuels unlike other modes of transport in cities. Furthermore, as NMT requires
significantly less road space and parking, it enables the preservation of natural habitats
and open spaces. Cycling and walking can also directly provide the daily physical
activity required for a healthy lifestyle. Negative health impacts have been observed
where the share of NMT in urban areas is encroached on by motorization.

Importantly also, the movement of passengers through NMT supports urban
livelihoods in developing-country cities. For instance, 20 percent of the population in
Dhaka, Bangladesh®, rely on rickshaw® pulling for their livelihood, while figures of

5-10 percent have been reported in the Indian cities of Kolkata, Chennai, Delhi and

Guess the meanings of the following words from their context.

(1) infrastructure  A. LA B. Z&5#4 C. 215k D. i+
(2) rickshaw A. XS B. A\ 1% C. /MR D. Jz i
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Hyderabad®. This source of livelihood is particularly important in smaller cities with
limited public transport services and narrow streets.

Yet, despite generating enormous benefits in cities, NMT is constrained® in
a number of ways. Perhaps most critical is the risk of injury, with pedestrians and
cyclists constituting more than 27 percent of those killed in road traffic accidents
globally, rising to a third in low-and middle-income countries. Globally, 400,000
pedestrians are killed annually and vulnerability is accentuated® in specific regions
such as Africa where 38 percent of those killed in traffic accidents are pedestrians.

NMT faces the added challenge of being marginalized in urban planning and
investments, partly due to an absence of adequate information and data. External loan
financing in many developing countries tends to favor large projects, metro systems
and BRT (Bus Rapid Transit) systems. Data on NMT are also often under-presented in
transport data, resulting in low planning priority (given the reliance of policy-making
on mobility data). Pedestrians and cyclists may thus be easily overlooked in planning
at the expense of motorized transport.

Related to the above, the negative public image of NMT, especially in developing
countries, is an additional factor in its neglect in planning. Among users themselves,
the stigma® of poverty leads many to shift to motorized transport when their incomes
rise. For authorities, development and modernity are associated with technology and
motorized transport. Promotion of NMT may thus not be considered commensurate

with development. (456 words)

Abridged and revised from
Planning and Design for Sustainable Urban Mobility, Global Report on Human Settlement
2013, UN-HABITAT

(3) constrain A. TEX B. JE45 C. ik D. PR
(4) accentuate A JiE B. ¥ K C. i D. /b

(5) stigma A JiHE B. Rk € G D. flt#
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Select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Which of the following is not true about NMT?

A. It reduces energy consumption as it does not rely on fossil fuels.

B. It requires less road space and parking.

C. It helps the preservation of natural habitats and open spaces.

D. Cycling and walking are a high priorty for developing countries.

It can be inferred from the third paragraph that

A. NMT provides needed employment in developing-country cities

B. about one fifth of the population in Dhaka, Bangladesh rely on rickshaws to go to
work

C. 20 percent of the population in developing countries rely on NMT for their livelihood

D. public transport services are not available in developing-country cities

NMT is constrained in a number of ways because

A. pedestrians and cyclists constitute less than 27 percent of those killed in road traffic
accidents globally

B. pedestrians and cyclists are killers

C. 38 percent of those killed in traffic accidents are pedestrians in low-and middle-
income countries

D. of the higher risk of injury to pedestrians and cyclists

External loan financing in many developing countries tends to

A. support NMT

B. prefer large projects like metro systems and BRT (Bus Rapid Transit) systems

C. favor pedestrians and cyclists

D. overlook motorized transport

What can be inferred from the last paragraph?

A. NMT is not given priority in urban planning partly due to its negative public image.

B. Poor people like to use NMT.

C. Development and modernity are associated with technology and motorized transport.

D. NMT is given priority in urban planning.
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(D Amsterdam (the Netherlands): 7482745 1, 71 = & 48,

(2 Delhi (India): /&2, ¥p &5 = KR T, I 30 Bp A o LA AATIE L,

3 Bogota (Colombia): 7% 5 K , 546 b BB #R

(@) Dhaka, Bangladesh: iz -, & e i & 4R,
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The City of Melbourne

The City of Melbourne”, Australia is the municipality at the centre of greater
metropolitan Melbourne and contains the Central Business District and many of the
cultural, academic and sporting institutions of Melbourne. In 2009 there were around
2.1 million trips per day to, from and within the City of Melbourne. This number is
predicted to increase to around 3.3 million by 2030 as more people come to live, work
and play in the city. Currently, travel to the city occurs largely by public transport (46%)
and private car (47%). Cycling is the fastest growing mode comprising'” 11% of all

vehicles on roads and paths in the morning peak. The mode share of cars in the inner

Guess the meanings of the following words from their context.

(1) comprise ALK B. H#4hn C. R3 D. 4y
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city has been declining since 2004.

Melbourne has an international reputation for the quality of its walking
environment. Within the central city, walking is the predominant® mode comprising
88% of all trips. Recent growth in public transport use has highlighted the need to
significantly expand public transport services. Managing the complex and changing
interactions between different modes (trams, buses, pedestrians, bicycles, cars, freight
vehicles) in a small, busy central city area requires high levels of cooperation as well
as sophisticated® analysis to ensure that the city is operating as efficiently as possible
and is supporting the range of diverse land uses and activities that occur there. The
strength and vibrancy of the city is enhanced by the strong and symbiotic relationship
between different land uses and their proximity to each other. The role of pedestrians
in the city is extremely important and growing. Walking links jobs and other activities
to the public transport system as well as being a key transport mode for shopping and
business trips in areas where financial service businesses are clustered.

Melbourne is demonstrating that investments in public transport infrastructure
can and will stimulate more pedestrian activity. In June 2012 the City of Melbourne
committed® USD® 5 million to construct new bicycle lanes in the central city. A
new 4-year bicycle plan for the City of Melbourne is nearly complete and a pedestrian
strategy is being developed this year. Melbourne Metro, a major new rail system
through the centre of the city, is a priority project for the Victoria Government. The
city’s program of invigorating city laneways has generated a fine grain network of
interesting walking routes which has stimulated retail and dining business in the central
city. Melbourne’s traditional spine, Swanston Street, is one of the busiest tram (#

%%, %) corridors in the world. Melbourne is about to complete the USD 25 million

(2) predominant A MERT B. & WAy C. HERHAM D e

(3) sophisticated A MY BOEER CHZIH D. 5841
(4) cluster A. FEEE B. %o C. B D. il

(5) commit A B B. 7Kt C. 5zt D. itk
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conversion of this road into a car-free tram and bicycle mall linking a series of high

quality pedestrian spaces. (442 words)

Abridged and revised from
Transport and Mobility Snapshots, Report from the United Nations Advisory Committee of
Local Authorities: 2011-2012

Select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

About the City of Melbourne, which of the following is NOT true according to Paragraph 1?

A. The City of Melbourne contains the Central Business District and many of the
cultural, academic and sporting institutions of Melbourne.

B. The private car is the fastest growing mode of all vehicles on roads and paths in the
morning rush hour.

C. The mode share of cars in the inner city has been in decline for many years.

D. By 2030 there will be more people living, working and playing in the city of Melbourne.

Managing the complex and changing interactions between different traffic modes in a

small, busy central city area requires

A. the strong and symbiotic relationship between different land uses and their proximity
to each other

B. the city to operate efficiently

C. the cooperation of all transport and planning bodies

D. diverse land uses and activities

It can be inferred from Paragraph 2 that

A. integrating transport and land use is becoming ever more important as the city grows

B. walking is the most common mode for all trips in the City of Melbourne

C. public transport services are not convenient in the City of Melbourne

D. pedestrians play an important role in enhancing the international reputation of the City
of Melbourne

Which of the following statements is not true about the City of Melbourne?
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A. It committed USD 5 million to constructing new bicycle lanes in the central city in
June 2012.

B. It implemented a new 4-year bicycle plan for the City of Melbourne.

C. Constructing a new rail system through the centre of the city is a priority project.

D. It ignored the retail and dining business in the central city.

(5) What can NOT be learned from the passage?

A. The quality of the walking environment is superb in the City of Melbourne.

B. The role of pedestrians in Melbourne is extremely important and growing.

C. Melbourne’s case shows that investments in public transport infrastructure can and
will stimulate more pedestrian activities.

D. The City of Melbourne overlooks investments in public transport infrastructure.

(D Melbourne: & RA B KA B4 %A LM E AT, RRABFEZKRKT, HRE
i)&,}%%}i#% Fﬁ‘k’gﬁﬁ"—i"o

@ USD: £ 7.
_ J

&_Passa ge 3)
Time Taken: minutes

Directions: /n this section, there is a passage with ten blanks. Y ou are required to select one
word for each blank fr om a list of choices given in a wor d bank following the
passage. Read the passage thr ough carefully before making your choices. Each
choice in the bank is identif ied by a letter. Please mark the corr esponding letter

for each item. You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.
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Cities have a crucial role to play in the creation of green economies that are
pro-environment, pro-growth and pro-jobs. They can do this by improving economic
competitiveness, being (1) in spatial planning and planning around landscape
ecologies. As the boundaries of each city’s reach are difficult to define, such activities
tend to focus on the city region, i.e. the area most associated with economic activity
and resource (2) :

Carbon emissions tend to increase alongside urban populations, but some
countries like Germany and Sweden have been able to (3) this trend.
Typically, per capita emissions from cities are lower than those for the country as
a whole, though the opposite is true in some less developed countries. Increasing
concern about climate change and emissions has seen the costs of renewable energy
technologies (4) , while resource-intensive conventional energy technologies
are becoming more expensive.

There are seven operational strategies that can help cities make a (5)
toward a green economy, and have proven to be successful in examples from around
the world: Embrace land mosaic patterns that provide for large green patches and

more (6) urban development; promote compact cities and planned

extension of urban areas; balance strategic facilities with (7) local

economic opportunities; expand network infrastructure while getting the most
out of existing networks; construct greener built environments that use water and

energy (8) ; protect valuable ecosystem services and biodiversity hot

spots while increasing resilience to some natural disasters; promote clusters of green
industries and green jobs.
Challenges faced by those wishing to advance green economies include

fragmented local governments with unclear (9) , small-scale isolated

networks that fail to influence the mainstream, and issues of measuring progress.

Realizing the seven strategies will (10) supportive policy, capacity building,
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knowledge transfer, documentation, etc. (298 words)

Abridged and revised from
What Does the Green Economy Mean for Sustainable Urban Development? Expert
Group Meeting 17-18 February 2011, UN-HABITAT

(A) reverse (1) decreasing
(B) transition (J) diversified
(C) strategic (K ) rapid

(D) accelerating (L) efficiently
(E) reform (M) sustainable
(F) flows (N ) responsibilities
(G ) absolutely (O) shift

(H) require

Passage4

Time Taken: _ minutes

Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements attached to it.
Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the
paragraph from which the information is derived. Y ou may choose a paragraph

more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter.

10
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Informal Transport in the Developing World

A Shuttling through the streets of Bangkok,® Lagos,® and other cities of the
developing world are fleets of small, low-performance vehicles driven by private
operators that serve low-income neighborhoods. In some places, environmental-
friendly, pedal-powered modes, like the pedicabs of Manila,® provide lifts
between markets and squatters whose narrow alleys and walkways are
impenetrable by motor vehicles. And in increasing numbers of cities and towns
around the world, dozens of young men on mopeds and motorcycles congregate
at major intersections, offering feeder connections between mainline bus routes
and nearby neighborhoods for a reasonable fare. These privately operated, small-
scale services are varyingly referred to as “paratransit”, “low-cost transport”,
“intermediate technologies”, and “third-world transport”. The term adopted in
this study is “informal transport”, for this term best reflects the context in which
this sector operates — informally and illicitly, somewhat in the background, and
outside the officially sanctioned public transport sector.

B In spite of such transgressions, in many cases the informal transport sector is
tolerated by public authorities, allowed to exist as long as it remains more or less
“invisible” to most motorists, confined to low-income neighborhoods. Often,
however, patrol officers and local “bosses” must be paid off for the right to operate
on their “turf’. Informal transport is just one of many sectors of the underground
economy that thrives in many third-world countries.

C | Informal transport services are notable for their role as “gap fillers”. They exist
in large part to fill service voids left unfilled by formal public transport operators.
Rapid motorization, poor road facilities, and the inability to strategically plan
for the future have given rise to horrendous levels of traffic congestion and air
pollution in many mega-cities of the developing world. Formal public transport
services are rarely up to the task of satisfying escalating demands for travel. Most

public transport operators exist as protected monopolies, and accordingly lack



