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MAP OF LANZHOU CITY
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The city of Lanzhou is renowned for the Yellow River, Four
Great Books of the Qing Dynasty, the Xinglong Mountains and the

beef noodle etc.
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hoE 3 AN,

ZFR | AE (2010 4R80T | WACE T AR) | NOEE (A R)
WRIX 1,278,745 1,278,745 5,812.47
L ETIX 561,020 397 1,413.14
P X 364,050 385 945.58
YT 288,510 86 3,354.76
I X 136,101 575 236.69
A E 418,789 6,090 68.76
Ft B 131,785 2,556 51.55
iy 437,163 3,362 130.03
Geography

A large industrial city and capital of Gansu province, Lanzhou is
located on the upper reaches of the Yellow River in the middle of Gansu
province, between 102° 35" 58" ~104° 34’ 29" E and 35° 34’
20" ~37° 07" 07 N. The prefecture-level city, as the only capital
with the Yellow River running through the city proper, is also known as
“the city of the Yellow River and the city of the Silk Road”. The city is
the second largest city of West China where the headquarter of Lanzhou
military area and the head office of Lanzhou Railway are located.
Actually, it was an important stop on the Silk Road and has long been the
transport link between the Chinese heartlands and the Northwest. It is
not only a road and rail junction but also has a modern airport linking it
to all the other large cities in China. In the past decades, Lanzhou
underwent enormous economic development, achieving prominence in
the field of petrol-chemicals, machinery, electricity and metal—

processing. Today the city is the political, economic, scientific and
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cultural center of Gansu province.

Situated in the western part of the loess plateau, Lanzhou serves as
the transition from the Qinghai—Tibet plateau to the loess plateau. With a
total area of 13085.6 square kilometers, most of the city are covered by
small hills, basins and valleys at the altitude of 1500 ~ 2500 meters
above the sea level. The city features banded basin city with the river
being sandwiched by stone mountains on the northern and southern
banks. Established along the river, the city extends 30 kilometers with a
S5-kilometer narrowest point between north and south. For the moment,
The jurisdiction of the city consists of Chengguan District, Qilihe
District, Xigu District, Anning District Honggu District and 3 counties—
Yongdeng County, Yuzhong County and Gaolan County.

Name Population (2010 census)|  Area( km?) | Density(/km?)

Chengguan District 1,278,745 1,278,745 5,812.47

Qilihe District 561,020 397 1,413.14

Xigu District 364,050 385 945.58

Anning District 288,510 86 3,354.76

Honggu District 136,101 575 236.69
Yongdeng County 418,789 6,090 68.76

Gaolan County 131,785 2,556 51.55
Yuzhong County 437,163 3,362 130.03
ZMFEF

The panoramic view of the city proper
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Chengguang District on the festive occasion
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History

The prefecture—level city, with a history of more than 2,000 years, is
renowned all over the world as one of the best—preserved historical and
cultural cities of China. Making the most of the geographical advantages
of being located at the foot of the mountains and next to the Yellow River,
Lanzhou has long been a place of great military importance in Northwest
China. It was also an important town on the ancient Silk Road, which has
served as an important bridge connecting China with Asia and other
continents. According to the historical records, Lanzhou was originally
founded in 86 BC. It takes its name from an allusion to the Chinese his—
tory that a large sum of gold had been excavated when the town was first
built. Thus Lanzhou is also known as the “golden city” in China. In the
Qin dynasty(221 BC-206 BC), Lanzhou was grouped as part of the ter—
ritory of the Longxi Commandery (j 1 n), one of the 36 official divisions
of the Qin Empire. Later, during the Han dynasty (206BC—220 AD )and
the following periods of disunity(220-589 AD ), the region was made the
seat of Jincheng County. Under the reign of the Sui dynasty (581-618
AD), the region was the seat of Lanzhou prefecture, retaining this name
for the first time in the Chinese history. Then in 763 AD the area was
overrun by the Tibetan Empire and in 843 was conquered by the Tang.
Later it became the possession of the Western Xia dynasty which flour—
ished in Qinghai from the 11th to 13th century and was subsequently
absorbed by the Song dynasty (960-1126 AD )in 1081. The name of
Lanzhou County was reestablished. During the reign of the Qing dynasty
(1644 -1911), Gansu was made a separate province in 1667 and
Lanzhou became its capital. In 1941 Lanzhou County was officially rated

as the city of Lanzhou. After being liberated in 1949, the city remained
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as the provincial capital.

AN 224G 2
The city of Lanzhou in the 20th century
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A picture of the modern Lanzhou



YA et

(1) 22 R

2PN 22 2 i R EAE . AR 5000 AR AT, NSRRI B
FRTEE . ADUERFE ORI, B 2298 2 B ITE , 22 N B
2294 2 % LSS EE MR E R, R IR A R P 22 TR S
WA R T IR 22 BB X L T T AR A
BN S, 5| T R R AN R DGR o =2 A
15 2000 2B, U S R FRIL SRR Bh <7 K SN
R R MR AR A SR L Z BRI X oL B
T RRAIE R AT 4 TR a1 2 DA TR e s ) 527, TR R 0
I L2902 8%, 22 INAE D B I AR DY 5 VR A AE 18 T P I o
AR U 4 BB T, R i 5 SIS, T AR R AR Y R
AL EA R

(1)An important town on the ancient Silk Road

Lanzhou has been an important town on the ancient Silk Road. With
a 5000-year history of human beings, the city peaked during the Tang
and Song dynasty when its position at the eastern part of the Silk Road
transformed it into a bustling metropolis, playing an important role in
promoting the cultural and economic exchanges between China and the
western countries. The city declined later but the Silk Road left numer—
ous splendid sights and a thriving tourist economy. Lanzhou now serves
as the link center of highlights on the 2000—kilometer Silk Road tour.
These highlights include Mogao Caves of Dunhuang, Maijishan Grottoes
of Tianshui, Dafo Temple of Zhangye, Binling Temple of Yongjing and
Labrang Monastery of Xiahe.With the opening of the new Eurasian con—
tinental bridge, especially the implementation of the strategy of Western
Development, rebuilding the modern Silk Road to promote cooperation

between Chinese and western countries has aroused more and more at—
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tention. In this sense, Lanzhou, as an important passage of interflow be—
tween Asian and European civilizations, has been playing a unique role

in the exchanges between eastern and western civilizations.

EXLR S SURY R S AN ]
Sculpture of the camel on the ancient Silk Road located on the southern bank of the
Yellow River
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(2)The city of the Yellow River
The city proper is located at a narrow zonary basin, sandwiched by

mountains on the northern and southern banks. In fact, the Yellow River
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