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The Other Life of
Winston Churchill

Winston Churchill began his love affair with painting
in his 40s, amid disastrous circumstances. In 1915, as
First Lord of the Admiralty, Winston Churchill was deeply
involved in a campaign in the Dardanelles that could
have shortened the course of a bloody world war. But at
last, the mission ended with failure, and suffered with
great loss of life. So Churchill paid the price, both pub-
licly and privately. He was removed from the admiralty
and effectively sidelined.

Overwhelmed by the catastrophe®, Winston Church-
ill retired with his family to Hoe Farm where was a coun-
try retreat in Surrey. There, as he later recalled, “The
muse of painting came to my rescue!”

One day, when Winston Churchill wandered in the
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garden, he chanced upon his sister-in-law sketching with
watercolors. He watched her for a few minutes, then bor-
rowed her brush and tried his hand. The muse had cast
him spell!

Therefore, Churchill soon decided to experiment with
oils. Delighted with this distraction from his dark brood-
ings. his wife rushed off to buy whatever paints she could
find.

However, for Churchill, the next step seemed diffi-
cult, because when he contemplated® with the blameless
whiteness of a new canvas, he became unaccustomed
nervous. He started with the sky and very gingerly®
mixed a little blue paint on the palette, and then with in-
finite precaution made a mark about as big as a bean up-
on the affronted snow-white shield. At that moment the
sound of a motorcar was heard in the drive. From this
chariot stepped the gifted wife of his neighbor.

Taking a big brush she splashed into the turpen-
tine®, walloped® into the blue and the white, frantic®
flourish on the palette, and then several fierce strokes
and slashes of blue on the absolutely cowering canvas.

Later that time, his neighbor began to teach him painting.

2
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In painting, Churchill had discovered a companion
with whom he was to walk for the greater part of the
years that remained to him. In 1921, his mother died, fol-
lowed two months later by the loss of his beloved three-
year-old daughter, then painting offered deep solace.
Battered by grief, Winston took refuge at the home of
friends in Scotland, finding comfort in his painting.

Historians have called the decade after 1929, when
the Conservative government fell and Winston was out of
office, his wilderness years. Politically he may have
been wandering in barren places, a lonely fighter trying
to awaken Britain to the menace of Hitler, but artistically
that wilderness bore abundant fruit. During these years
he often painted in the South of France. Of the 500 oil
paintings extant, roughly 250 date from 1930 to 1939.

Painting remained a joy to Churchill to the end of his
life. In his book Painting as a Pastime he said, “Happy
are the painters, for they shall not be lonely. Light and
color, peace and hope., will keep them company to the

end of the day.”
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@ catastrophe n. X 5% . KA, B

@ contemplate v. B, B F AFmE &

® gingerly adv. #AFEMI A DO K, BT B
@ turpentine n. #AE A K iH

® wallop v. #i7.% +
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Henry the Navigator That
Never Went to Sea

The modern sailing ship was developed by a man
who never went to sea. He was Prince Henry of Portugal,
the younger son of the Portuguese king and an English
princess.

Prince Henry lived in the fifteenth century. As a boy
he became devoted to the sea, and he dedicated himself
to improving the design of ships and the methods of sail-
ing them.

In 1416, when he was twenty-two, Henry founded a
school for mariners®, to which he invited everyone who
could help him—Jewish astronomers?, Italian and Span-
ish sailors, and Arab mathematicians and map makers
who knew how to use the crude® compass of the day and

could improve it.
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Henry s goal was to design and equip vessels that
would be capable of making long ocean voyages without
having to hug the shore. The caravel carried more sails
and was longer and slimmer® than any ship then made,
yet was tough enough to withstand gales at sea.

He also developed the carrack, which was a slower
ship, but one that was capable of carrying more cargo.

To Prince Henry the world owes credit for develop-

ment of craft that made oceanic exploration possible. He

lives in history as Henry the Navigator.

D mariner n. KF .M R
@ astronomer n. XX F R
® crude adj. AakEeh oA

@ slim adj. & &6, 4@
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