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PREFACE

It is very gratifying to both of us that the Ely-Wehrwein
bhook is to appcar in a Chinese translation. We are most happy
that the result of a life-time work in land economics are being
made availabls to a land to which we owe so much. Both authors
take this oppoitunity to express their heartfelt gratitude to Mr.
Shu-Ching Lee for undertaking the arduous task of translation,
especialby in these dangerous and difficult times.

When reading this bhook, Chinese veaders will want to keep
certain  circumstances in mind. The bock was written for
American 1<acers and deals almost exclusively with the land
problems of the Unrited States and Canada. Compared to China’s
thousands of years of history, America is an infant. Yet during
the past 100 years o virtle people has overrun a continent and
appreprinted and exploited its natural resources. Paradoxically,
population growth is levelling off in the United States and as far
as anyone can predict, o stationary population is expected within
a quarber of a cenbury. Out of these conditions, so different from
those of ()hi'na arize many of the probloms which challenge
Amecrican land ceonomigts.  In so far as our thinking about these
probleres. our snggested solutions, and emerging land policies can
bLs applied in China, the beook :hould bhe useful and available to
the Chinese people.

Nevertheless, thore ave some characteristics of land that are
aniversal and to the extent that they are universal, land cco-
nomists spezlk s comuon language.  Probably the nicst important
of thess characteristics is “land as spacc.”  Men buy, sell, inherit,

lease and wmoitgage the rights to a given carth space. To th

3

space arve gonernlly attached all the natural resources that may



i PREFACE

be on the land, above or below it, Governments by law or deurees,
inerease or diminish these rights or assuws them completely’
whenever land is publicly owned.

Land Teryre in all its forms (of which tcnancy is only one
form) consists of theso relationships of manto man which criginate
out of their mutual relaticnships to land. Naturally, these rela-
tlonships are not the same in China as in the United States.
They are moditicd hy ths irstitutions. the form of government
and even the religions under which men live. 13 is the study of
these human relationships which grow out of our common
dependence on Mother Tarth that makes Land Economics a
sucial seience, .

The results of science must be translated into action if they
are to be of bonefit to mankind. Land economics must Lecome
embodied in lund policy suited to its later development. China
is in a poriod of travsition; with ths flexibility of Chinese
arrangements and the open-mindednegs of the Chinese we are
ccrtain that China will cvelve an excellent land policy based upon
her natural regources, hor institutions, laws and t-aditions, but
molded and meodified by the painstaking work and inspiring
lendership of her young seientists. Mr. Shu-Ching Lee belongs
to this group.

Richard T. Ely
> George 8. Wehrwein
September 1, 1912
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