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Brief Introduction

In this album, excellent both in pictures and langua, an all-round, meticulous and
ity at home and abroad sin

profound account is given of Shenyang. the famous legendary

reform and opening up, especially in the last few years for achievements in urban d
ment concept, planning, construction, protection and management. It is believed that
cultivated reader will feel as if he or she had gone to a feust after appreciating this exquisite

aders will benefit intellectu

album. As the picture album is a perfect delight to the ey, the re

ally to o varying degree
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“Llove Shenyang. she is flowing in my bload. I'm willing to throw my
own i into her body (o make a new life which is the proof of my growing

dent love for her hometown from a Shenyang native. Just for the sake of sooth-
ing this deep love, the Urhan & Rural Construction Commiittee of Shenyang
City published this album being excellent in both pictures and literary
compositions, 0 s (0 express the same kind of profound love in their way.

Ever since 1949 when the new China was established till today, age has
wrote down 55 papers in the book of history for Shenyang. As the master of
this writing-Shenyang people, who is not willing to turn up it. read it in details
or taste it for a while? However, it is too heavy and thick, also (oo extensive
and wide, to allow anybody enjoy it with euse and verve as expected.

However, the world is marvellous. In some respects, human kind seems to
be omnipotent. Humans have invented camera and through the fens they con-
centrate and solidify their own images and the material world created by their
own intelligence into the images. The Construction Commitiee of Shenyang
City has selected photo image, such a powerful expressive way. by true-to-life
truth. to transmit Shenyang which has gone through immerse changes espe-
cially in recent several years ever since China’s establishment, to pupils of the
watchers, with grand scenes. plots and details. They befieve, also the facts
could prove, the rich, colorful and fine tableau will directly reach the inner
hearts of the watchers. Therefore, not only the people who want to know about
the changes of Shenyang can be satisfied, but the planners, the designers and
huilders of Shenyang urban construction who are the real creators of these
tableau, could also obtuin an historical eternity which is over the time control
hould say. the Urban & Rural Construction Committee of Sher
City, they have reached their goal.
n this exquisite album being excellent both in pictures und literary
itions, we will see the image of Shenyang in history-as the oldest son
in republic’s industry, he was of gre
sincererand honest expression. He gained the good reputation of ‘Republic’s
Equipment Department’ for Shenyang by his hard work of his two hands; To
open this album, we can see Shenyang’s image in the age of refarm and open-
ing-up—as a soldier in high spirits, he was strong-willed in personality
ing high morals and healthy both physically and spiritually. He used his own
hands, to tie closely or untie the city with highways and grade separation bridges
like silky belts, placing the tall buildings on the horizontal line in Sher
waves in the sea.; To open up the album, we'll see the image of Shenyang in
the future-as a well-known eity in the world, he has an imposing appearance,
well-shaped, natural, unrestrained and generous. He used his own hands
iake such 4 beautiful picture in Shenyang including the blue sky, the broad
rouds and streets, the merry and lively green seenery, the gentle breeze and the
bright sunshine.

Look atthese photos: the old almanae 60 years ago, the new scene in the
215t century, the close-up of the land and the bird” view in the sky have
picced together vivid faces reflecting the history of Shenyang’s urban
construction, which is also the concentration image version of the whole his-
tory of Shenyang's development. Seeing the several very limited numbers of
photos in this album, same people would feel bitter in heart and remember the
lifee full of hardships in that style of architectures and surroundings. Seeing the
photos in the sixties or seventies in the last century, some people would say,

“Complaints could not be bricks and tiles whereas mn\ only work be the rein-
forcing bars and cements.” Their living places, their shopping places, and cul-
twral activity places were all such narrow and plain ones. Whereas the bricks
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and tiles saved by them had become the foundation stone on which the repub-
lic survived—chimneys over 100 meters tall and plants over 1000 square meters
large. While the photos of those beautiful new roads. new bridges and build-
ings in the album will make mote people’s faces with forthright smiles, as they
were the managers, designers, builders. users or even owners of these projects.
Sonic others” smiles would be particularly generous, pure and horest as they
were the seniors of the generation of builders-to be *builders” of the builders
How about the children? Under the explanations and comments of their se
niors by side, they must be proud and gratified by feeling that this beautiful
Shenyang is their own

For the Shenyang people who have enjoyed its long history, have experi-
enced its brilliance but also tasted a lot of hardships, a fine urhan environment
and high fiving conditions would never be pillow on the bed, nor could be the
topic of talks in streets and lanes. The simple, plain but particularly persistent
dreams towards a fine life cherished by Shenyang people, hitve always been
exchanged by contributions both spiritually and physically. As the equipment
and manufacture base of China since the establishment of New China, which
is @ well-known fact without need of mentioning, while in recent years espe-
cially after the reform and opening-up, Shenyang has made magnificent achieye
ments in urban construction which have put Shenyang nearer and nearer (o the
gouls of becoming the best city in North China, a national civilized city, a
national city of excellent sanitation. and national model city of environment
protection. To think about it, no matter in history or reality, which city could be
the same as Shenyang facing so many. so complicated problems? And which
city could solve such many complicated problems to such 4 degree as what we
are like currently’ Maybe just resulting from such & self-pride, many people
who have traveled around or lived 1 while in a few other provinces or even
forcign countries, would sincerely say “No where could go beyond
Shenyang!" when they came back to Shenyang ar even if they were still in
other places.

The 21st century is one of the driving forces of the world, and is also an
economic Under this bickground, the economic and
competition mainly are reflected as ones among cities. And the competition
among cities mainly is reflected in the urban constructions to a large degree.
The goals for the urban construction in Shenyang have already been set: to
establish & moder and internation lurge city mm ulmpl:w busic facilities
and urban functions, . refreshing
and clean environment, trees and waters in I\.Arnmn_\ and human and nature
developing in coordination

In recent years, from both domestic and abroad the calls for Shenyang w
play the role of leader city as the political. economic and cultural center in
northcastern anca have arisen higher and higher. This is an opportunity in the
new round of urban construction in Shenyang. but moreover is the most severe
all-round challenges fisced throughout history. Therefore we must fulfill ous
tasks both quickly and perfectly.

The Ist astronaut in China is from Ligoning whose name is Yang Liwei
He took a picture of the earth in space which is a blue little ball wound by
white yarns, This inconceivable truth would put human beings towards a fur-
ther understanding of their lives; also new comments on their home towns and
works. On one hand, Shenyang belongs to the world while on the other hand
world belongs (o Shenyang. T believe Shenyang people will also look at the
album in such an attitude and meanwhile produce more powerful energy 1o
build a more beautiful new Shenyang.
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On the western side of the Beiling Park in Shenyang. there is a museurn
named as “Xinle Ruins”. This is a relics of concentrated living place of matri-
linear commune in the early stage of New Stone Age. The archacologists dis-
covered a large amount of relics in New Stone Age. Amang them there wats
wooden carved work of art as the only one of its kind, which was called by
scholars as *Roc’. and was also regarded as the totem of this commune.
1t s still unknown that for how many centuries the Roc has sung in the
sky of Shenyang, but we know such foilowing facts that more than 7200
years ago there already were human beings living and multiply
and: the ancient architectural activity has begun in the New ge,
the “Shenyang Town™ came into being 2,300 years ago has been proved by
archacological studies
In the Spring and Autumn Periods, Shenyang was the place of strategic
importance in Yan Kingdom. In 300 B.C., the famous general in Yan King-
dom named Qin Kai established a marquis town in Sheny
after the Istemperor in Qin Dynasty titled Qinshihuang unllul Chin
was divided inta 36 prefectures and Shenyang wa jed to Ligodong
profecture; In West Han dynasty, Shenyang has shaped oo a city, with the
title of “marquis town’. In Tang Dynasty it was renamed as “Shenzhou”, In
921, emperor titled Liaotaizhu in Liao Dynasty immigrated there, built an
earth town and thus production developed as well. To the periods of Jin,
emperor fitled Jintaizhu occupied Shenzhou, but remained the name of
henzhou”, Tn 1296, the Yuan dynasty rebuilt the earth town and renamed
Shenzhou into “Shenyang Road”, administered by Liaoning. For the sake
that Shenyang was located to the north of Shenshui River (Hunhe River).
according to the traditional Chinese directions theory. “the north of a hill is
lunar, the o ris solar”, Shenzhou was renamed as Shenyang
Afterwards, “Shenyang” formally appeared in the historical documentations
with a history 0f 720 years, In nxa Ming dynasty renamed “Shenyang Road”
; " mperor Qingtaizhu named Nurhachi
Shenyang and started to built an
perial Palace) in Shenyang, In 1643,

imperial palace (the current Shen;
the emperor Huangtaiji titled as Qing y
In 1644, after Qing dynasty tslicated its capital to Beijing, Shenyang was
designated as foil capital. In 1657, the Qing Dynasty established Fengtian
prefecture in Shenyang, with the will of worshiping the heaven and bearing
the bless, thus Shenyang was renamed as “Feagtian”. In 1911, after the Xinhai
Revolution, Shenyang became the capital of the areas administered by the
warlord Zhang Zuolin of Feng faction. In 1923, the an municipal gov-
ernment office was formally established which was the first organizational
system at municipal level appeared in Shenyang. Tn 1929, the son of Zhung
Zuolin, Mr, Zhang Xueliang renamed Fengtian as Shenyang city through
the incident of ‘Flag-Change in the Northeast" In 1931, the Japan imperial-
ism started '9.18 incident’ and invaded Shenyang, renaming Shenyang city
us Fengtian city. In 1945, after the victory ul anti-Japanese War, Fengtian
city restored its name of Shenyang. In Nov.2, 1948, Shenyang was liberated
In Shenyang city became xm municipality directly under
ntral government. fn 195 enyang city changed into municipality
d"mlh umlm the Linoning provincial government. In 1964, the Communist
Party’s Committee of Ligoning province decided to establish Sheny ang
subprovincial administrative region. In 1993, the Faku County and Kangj
County which belonged to Tieling City before were transferred to the m!—
ministration of Shenyang. Xinmin County was changed into a city from a
county 100, By the end of 2001, Shenyang city administered 9 districts which
are directly under municipal government including Heping, Shenhe, Dadong,
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Sujiatun, Dongling. Xinchengzi and 4 counties
iaozhong, Faku, Kangping
Sh nyang city shifted over many different
titles or names such as “Chihousuo” in ) narquis town in War-
ring States Periods and Han dynasty, Shenzhou in Liao and Jin Dynasty.
Shenyang Road city in Yuan Dynasty, Zhongwei city in Ming dynast
However, due to the war fires and immigrations during many vears, a lot of
wall foundations and architectures never remained (lnl\ parts of the ancient
ncient relics, ancient tombs, and unearthed relics could still prove the
changes of dynasties in Shenyang in early ages, including Shangboguan tombs
eroups in Han & Wei dynasty, Zhengjiawazi short bronze sword big tomb.
aotaizi hill ruins, Weijialouzi city ruins in Han dynasty, Shifoshi Shuangzhou
city ruins in Liao dynasty, and etc. One thing deserved 1o be mentioned is,
the stainless, clean and bright stupa built by the Khitan people in Liao Dy
nasty which is grand and sublime, vast and of primitive simplicity. Preserved
sound and perfect, this stupa is a reflection of the super architcctural art in
Liao Dynasty. In 1625, Nurhachi titled Qingtaizhu relocated capital to
Shenyang. he enlarged the city and reinforced the city by adding outer city
walls. Thus Shenyang became the political center before the Qing dynasty
entered the Shanhaiguan Pass. Due to the establishment of Qing Dynasty
and the prosperity al the early stage of Qing dynasty, Shenyang enjoyed
unprecedented grand constructions ever since being the capital city in Qing
dynasty till being the foil capital and town of strategic significance.
the large numbers of historic relics remained, Shenyang Ixnpumll
the most famous one which is the most completely preserved palac
out China till today. as well as Beijing lm;\-n.nl Palace
pmb (Zhao Imperial Tomb) in the north of the city and
the East Imperial Tomb( Fu Imperial Tomb) in the northeast of the city are
the burying p]mc~ of emperor titled Huangtaiji and emperor Nurhachi. The
Four Towers and Four Temples in the early periods of Qing Dynasty. to-
gether with the towers and temples relics of Liao Dynasty, have also consti
tuted the religious architecture groups in Shenyang
Shenyang was liberated in 1948, During the period of “the first fiveyear
plan’, Shcn\‘mu as one of the key national construction areus, built three
large-scale industrial zones and workers” villages in Tiexi Santaizi and East
Tower areas in the west, north and the east of the city, in order to coordinate
the production and solve fiving problems as well They were all guided by
the specialists from the former Soviet Union and constructed according (©
the architectural modes of the former Soviet Union. As the typical represen
tatives of the urban at that time, the of workers
villages occupied a certain historic posifion in the urban construction history
of Shenyang.
In the very short periods of 100 years in modern times, due o the com.
prehensive works of political, economic, military factors and so on. the ur.
bun construction of Shenyang has experienced the following stages includ
ing the rudimentary stage after the port status was set up, as attached land of
Manchuria Railways, the shaping-into and prosperous periods as o commer
cial port, and the continugus development periods mainly reflected by a mixed
style orientation both absorbed from the modern and ancient times, from
China or western world. Thus the shops, factories, banks, consulates
hospitals, schools, street markets, meeting places, stations and even parks
continuous poured out to bring & new look to Shenyang, this historic city
Among them ‘the Marshal Zhang's Mansion e Catholic Church in
Xiaonan area, and elc. are the classic representative works in modern times
of Shenyang.
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Full View of the Drum Tower Western Street in Shenyang Before 1925
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