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2 Trials of Justice Preface

Preface

On 3 September 2015, the People’s Court Daily, in commemoration of the 7oth anniversary
of the victory of the Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression and the
World Anti-Fascist War, openly published “Trials of Justice”, a 70-page large-scale special
memorial issue with a national circulation of over 440,000 copies. Through words, pictures and
charts, this special issue revisits, represents and reviews the trials of justice against Japanese war
criminals, from 1946 to 1956, from Tokyo to Shenyang, from all over China to Southeast Asia,
from judges, prosecutors, counsels to war criminals, witnesses and interpreters, from part to
whole.

Filling a large number of lacunae remained in the study on the trials against Japanese war
criminals both at home and abroad, the special memorial issue of “Trials of Justice”, is a report
that, for the first time both domestically and internationally, has provided the most systematic,
most comprehensive and extensive coverage on those trials. Through this special issue, we can
have a clear picture of the trials against Japanese war criminals after World War II.

—International Military Tribunal for the Far East. On 19 January, 1946, the Allied Powers
announced the establishment of International Military Tribunal for the Far East IMTFE)
in Tokyo, Japan, the members of which consisted of judges and prosecutors nominated
respectively by 11 countries including the United States, China, the United Kingdom and the
Soviet Union. From the first session starting on 3 May 1946 to the judgment announcement on
12 November 1948, the trial went through 817 sessions. Tojo Hideki and other 6 Class A war
criminals were sentenced to death by hanging, Kido Koichi and other 15 Class A war criminals
to imprisonment for life.

—Other Military Tribunals of the Allied Powers. Apart from the Tokyo Trial, the Allied
Powers had trials against Class B and Class C War criminals in places, such as Manila, Singapore,
Rangoon, Saigon and Khabarovsk. It was estimated that the Allied Powers prosecuted a total of
5,423 Japanese war criminals of all Classes, among whom 4,226 were given sentences, including 941

criminals sentenced to death.
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4 Trials of Justice Preface

—Military Tribunals of the Chinese National Government. From the late 1945 to the end
of 1947, the Chinese National Government had trials against Japanese War criminals at military
tribunals set in ten cities including Nanjing, Beiping, Guangzhou and Shanghai. A total of 2,435
cases against Japanese war criminals were accepted, with 318 ended with rulings, 110 of which gave
death sentences to over 140 defendants.

—Special Military Tribunals of the New China. After the founding of the People’s Republic
of China, the Special Military Tribunal of the Supreme People’s Court tried 4 cases against 45
Japanese war criminals including Suzuki Keiku, Tominaga Juntard, Jono Hiroshi and Takebe
Rokusashi, from 9 June to 20 July 1956 respectively in Shenyang and Taiyuan.

The series of justice trials, by presenting undeniable facts, has responded to all wrong
words and deeds that deny, distort or even prettify the history of aggression, and has stood
firm for the truth, the justice and the axiom. As President Xi Jinping puts it, “History will not
be changed with the course of time, and facts will never fade away due to repudiation from the
artful tongue.”

The series of justice trials marks not only a military victory in terms of power, but also a
moral victory of humanity. After the defeated powers announced their unconditional surrender,
the victorious Allies could have executed some major war criminals without trial. However,
when the victorious Allies had trials on war criminals in accordance with legal procedures, it
undoubtedly confirms the idea that “at least it is more just than executions without a trial”.

The series of justice trials, contributes to the theory and practice of international law,
international criminal law in particular, and promotes the establishment and development
of international instruments on war. Once again after the Nuremberg Trial, the Tokyo Trial
has demonstrated to the world that the waging of aggressive warfare by any nation, group or
individual is a violation of international law, and that stern justice shall be meted out on them
in a civilized society. It is peace not war, and cooperation but not confrontation that are the
everlasting themes of progress and development of human society.

After its release, the special memorial issue of “Trials of Justice” is well received by the
general public. To further expand its coverage and influence, the People’s Court Daily published
a Chinese-English bilingual book with the same name, Trials of Justice: Commemoration of 70th
Anniversary of the Victory of Chinese People’s War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression, so as to

enable more people to know and learn about the history of those trials against Japanese war
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criminals by the Allied Powers domestically and internationally, to be vigilant and prevent the
repetition of that historical tragedy, to foster a keen sense of a global community of shared
future, to gather momentum into a powerful current safeguarding world peace.

“History serves both as the best textbook and dose of sobriety.” Prejudice, discrimination,
hatred and war can only cause disaster and suffering, while mutual respect, equality, peaceful
development and common prosperity represent the right path to take. Let us draw lessons
from history, jointly uphold the international order and system underpinned by the purposes
and principles of the UN Charter, build a new type of international relations featuring win-win
cooperation and advance the noble cause of global peace and development, and make greater
contribution to mankind.

Let us bear in mind the speech which President Xi Jinping delivered on 3 September 2015,
at the Commemoration of the 7oth anniversary of the victory of the Chinese People’s War of
Resistance against Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist War: Justice will prevail!

Peace will prevail! The people will prevail!

Zhou Qiang

Chief Justice, President of

the Supreme People’s Court of the People’s Republic of China
March 2016
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