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Preface

The year 2012 witnessed the 30th year after Mr. Wang Xiaogu, the famous contemporary Chinese calligrapher and painter
passed away. Sponsored by Linyi University and actively participated by the Master's followers and those from different sectors
of the society, commemorative activities of all kinds began to be held one after another. In order to commemorate Mr. Wang's
contribution to the art of China's calligraphy and painting, to pass on his artistry, to carry on his virtues as a great master and to
fulfill its social responsibility in cultural guidance, Linyi University has constructed Wang Xiaogu Art Gallery, taken the lead to
initiate Wang Xiaogu Art Seminar, decided on the publishing of A Collection of Wang Xiaogu's Quality Calligraphy and Paintings
and the printing of the seminar journal: Study on Wang Xiaogu. The collection before us is part of Mr. Wang's masterpieces
collected and sorted out in a short period.

As the person in charge of Linyi Universtiy, | am honored to introduce Mr. Wang, a predecessor of our university, to all.
Wang Xiaogu (1915-1982), originally named Wang Chonggu, a famous Chinese contemporary painter, was from Guannan County,
Jiangsu Province. Successively served as a teacher of Chinese and Art in Linyi Teachers' College, an associate professor of Linyi
College of Education and Shandong College of Arts, he was then a member of China Artists Association, the executive director of
Shandong branch, China Artists Association, vice chairman of Linyi Arts and Crafts Association, vice chairman of Linyi CPPCC.
Even in his early years, Mr. Wang has manifested his love for study and talent in calligraphy and painting. To pursue his study, Mr.
Wang first entered Banpu Teachers' College of Guannan county, and then was admitted to Suzhou Art College with Tang Luchen,
a famous painter, as his tutor. His career in arts actually began after he became a teacher in Linyi in his young and middle-aged
years. He was not only good at painting flowers and birds, mountains and rivers, people and objects, but proficient in poetry,
calligraphy, painting and engraving seals. He painted over 40 works for the Great Hall of the People and succeeded in holding an
art exhibition at Shandong Art Museum. One of his paintings has ever been chosen in National Fine Arts Exhibition and has been
given silver award. Many of his works have been published in national newspapers and periodicals. Nearly a thousand works of
his have been collected by galleries, exhibition halls and institutions home and abroad. Having taught arts for more than 50 years,
Mr. Wang has cultivated a multitude of excellent painters and made great contributions to China's art. His publications included
Thirteen Lessons on Flower and Bird Painting Techniques and The Collection of Wang Xiaogu's Poems and Letters, and so on.

In the contemporary Chinese calligraphy and painting circle, Wang Xiaogu is quite an influential figure. His calligraphy and
paintings follow the old maxim, adopting calligraphy as the internal frame, ink as its external manifestation; conveying the spirit
with images, annotating poetry with paintings; implying relaxation in rigorousness, and elegance in spacious heart, sometimes
simple and refined, sometimes wild and elegant. His strokes are vigorous, with nice artistic connotation. Mr. Guan Yousheng, a
late famous painter in Shandong, highly praised the objects in his works: “It's a pity that they are not alive while they seem alive
in the paintings.” Mr. Yu Xining, the former chairman of Shandong Artists Association, praised him as a brilliant and highly
respected artist home and abroad. Nowadays, most of his students are in their eighties and nineties. In spite of their prestige and
official positions, they have one thought in common. That is, they increasingly respect the Master as time passes by, which is what
we deeply experienced during the process of collecting his works.

There exists a close relationship between Mr. Wang xiaogu's achievements in art and the regional culture of Linyi. Linyi, which
was called Langya in ancient times, is a place endowed with the fine spirits of the universe and a land of many great men with
civil and military skills. Linyi is a place where eminent people have come forth in large numbers in successive dynasties. Among
Confucius' 72 virtuous students, 13 came from Linyi. Linyi is also home to many famous people in history, such as Zhu Geliang,
a famous prime minister, Wang Xizhi, sage of calligraphy, Yan Zhenqing, a famous calligraphy, Liu Hong, sage of arithmetic, and
Zeng Zi, Kuang Heng, Wang Xiang, and so on. It is a city with long and brilliant history that can be passed on from generation to
generation. Born in northern Jiangsu bordering Linyi, Mr. Wang Xiaogu spent many of his years in Linyi and was greatly influenced
by its culture. He finally became famous in the land of Linyi, which is quite natural.

With the respect to the Master, the editorial committee have tried their best to collect Mr. Wang's works in such places as
Guannan of Jiansu Province, Ji'nan, Rizhao, Heze and Linyi of Shandong Province. All the works collected have enriched the
collection of Wang Xiaogu Art Gallery, and contributed to the completion of this collection of the Master's quality works. Mr. Wang
Xiaogu had no less than 10,000 works in his whole life, but for different reasons, his works available are rare. In spite of our great
effort, we have collected only more than 300 pieces of his works, which is quite a pity. There exist a certain number of imitations in
society and a part of defaced works, which have added to the difficulty of our discrimination and selection of his works. We selected
190 of his paintings, calligraphy and some seal works after asking for the opinions of Mr. Wang's family members, his students and
social experts and others. The collection is compiled with three classifications of painting, calligraphy and seal.

We have parted reluctantly with quite a few works because of time and page issues, and also there are many of the works
lost in society, unable to be collected, all which are the pity to the publication of this collection. But fortunately, Linyi University
has set up Wang Xiaogu Art Gallery and it can continue to take in his works, which provides convenience for later compiling and
publishing the Master's works and carrying out the study of his art.

We sincerely welcome valuable opinions and suggestions about the inevitable flaws, mistakes and faults in the process of

collection of the works and complication of the book.

Ding Fengyun
In Linyi University, in April, 2013.

Note: Ding Fengyun, female, Professor, Secretary of Party Committee of Linyi University.
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