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The World as T See It

Albert Einstein

My passionate sense of social justice and so-
cial responsibility has always contrasted oddly

with my pronounced lack of need for direct con-

tact with other human beings and human commu-
nities. I am truly a “lone traveler” and have nev-
er belonged to my country, my home, my
friends, or even my immediate family, with my
whole heart: in the face of all these ties, 1 have
never lost a sense of distance and a need for soli-
tude-feelings which increase with the years. One
becomes sharply aware, but without regret, of
the limits of mutual understanding and consonance

with other people. No doubt, such a person loses
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some of his innocence and unconcern; on the oth-
er hand, he is largely independent of the opin-
ions, habits, and judgments of his fellows and a-
voids the temptation to build his inner equilibrium

upon such insecure foundation.
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Discwovery

Diane Ackerman

The word “discovery” literally means, un-
covering something that’s hidden from view. But
what really happens is a change in the viewer.
The familiar offers comfort few can resist, and
fewer still want to disturb. But as relatively re-
cent inventions such as the telescope and micro-
scope have taught us, the unknown has many
layers. Every truth has geological strata, and
you can’t have an orthodoxy without a heresy.

The moment a newborn opens its eyes, dis
covery begins. 1 learned this with a laugh one

morning after delivering a calf. When it lifted up



