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Helen Adams Keller

Helen Adams Keller (June 27, 1880-June 1, 1968)
was an American author, political activist, and lecturer.
She was the first deafblind person to earn a bachelor
of arts degree. The story of how Keller’s teacher, Anne
Sullivan, broke through the isolation imposed by a near
complete lack of language, allowing the girl to blossom
as she learned to communicate, has become widely
known through the dramatic depictions of the play
and film The Miracle Worker. Her birthplace in West
Tuscumbia, Alabama is now a museum and sponsors an
annual “Helen Keller Day”. Her birthday on June 27 is
commemorated as Helen Keller Day in the U.S. state of
Pennsylvania and was authorized at the federal level by
presidential proclamation by President Jimmy Carter in
1980, the 100th anniversary of her birth.

At age 22, Keller published her autobiography, The
Story of My Life (1903), with help from Sullivan and
Sullivan’s husband, John Macy. It recounts the story of
her life up to age 21 and was written during her time in
college.
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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The Bedside Classics
of
World Literature, Philosephy and Psychology

Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics bring you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology books that have stood the test
of time — at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud addictions to your bookshelf,. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The titles of the
fourth set of The Bedside Classics are:

Best Essays of Ralph Waldo Emerson

by R. W. Emerson ¥15.50
Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin

by Benjamin Franklin ¥13.50
A Discourse on Method by Rene Descartes ¥9.50
Phaedo by Plato ¥36.00
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne ¥16.50
Kim by Rudyard Kipling ¥18.00
The Story of Mankind by Hendrik van Loon ¥30.00
The Time Machine by H. G. Wells ¥13.00
The Essays on the Wisdom of Life

by Arthur Schopenhauer ¥12.00
Pascal’s Pensées by Blaise Pascal ¥23.00
The Pilgrims Progress by John Bunyan ¥14.00
Totem and Taboo by Sigmund Freud ¥11.00
The Story of My Life by Helen Keller ¥22.00
Jean-Christophe by Romain Rolland (Volume T) ¥33.00
War and Peace (I + II) by Leo Tolstoy ¥ 68.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional bar code on the back
cover. If you have any suggestions, please go to the publisher’s weibo: http:/
weibo.com/Irs 2009. Or visit the publisher’s web-side. Or call 024-23284321.
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