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A Message of Congratulation
at thd Opening Ceremony

Prime Minister of Canada Jena Chretien

T am delighted to convey my warmest greetings to everyone attend-
ing the Intemational Conference on Chinese Language Education.
Cooperative education is beneficial to both the academic and the

business community, offering them a unique opportunity to invest in
the future, This conference will provide a unique forum for the ex-
change of ideas, and participants will leam the importance of expan-
ding their horizons. The discussions and activities that have been
planned are sure to have lasting and far - reaching rewards for all con-
cemed.

Please accept my best wishes for a most productive session, as

well as every success in meeting the challenges still ahead.

(o Bt

1996 Jean. chretien.

A Speech at the Opening Ceremony

Canada Jim Karygianmis, M. P.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:

Thank you for your warm welcome and the gracious hospitality you
have ext«;nded to me. [ am very pleased to be with you at this unique
conference .

T am honoured to have been asked to share with you some thoughts
on why learning language and culture are important in bridging east and
west, both economically and educationally.

1 would like to examine this topic in the context of the challenges
we face as we enter the 21st century. effective, two-way communica-
tion, how we deliver messages to one another in our own communities
and across the world, is the key to meeting these challenges success-
fully.

Tn the 1990°s we are witnessing and participating in a global com-

munications and economic revolution. we are seeing phenomenal daily

1 ds infe

advances in . inmere , and images
can be transmitted from british columbia to beijing. technical progress
is developing at such a pace that it would have been difficult to corm-
prehend even 10 years ago.
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