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Unit 1 Architecture Styles
Part | Reading

Passage A The Greatest Architecture of the Past 1,000 Years

What are the most significant, most beautiful, or most interesting buildings of the
past 1, 000 years? Some art historians choose the Taj Mahal, while others prefer the
soaring skyscrapers of the 20th century. There is no single correct answer. Perhaps the
most innovative buildings are not grand monuments, but obscure homes and temples. In
this quick list, we’ll take a whirlwind tour through time, visiting some of the most
popular buildings and a few forgotten treasures.

1. St.Denis Church in Saint-Denis (1137)

A During the middle ages, builders were discovering that stone
! could carry far greater weight than ever imagined. Cathedrals
could soar to dazzling heights, yet create the illusion of lace-like
delicacy. The Church of St. Denis, commissioned by Abbot Suger

of St. Denis, was one of the first large buildings to use a new

vertical style known as Gothic. The church became a model for
most of the late 12th century French cathedrals, including Chartres.

2. Chartres Cathedral Reconstruction (1205—1260)

In 1194, the original Romanesque Chartres Cathedral in
Chartres, France was destroyed by fire. Reconstructed in the years
1205 to 1260, the new Chartres Cathedral was built in the new
Gothic style. Innovations in the cathedral’s construction set the
standard for 13th century architecture.

3. The Forbidden City, Beijing (1406—1420)

Occupying a rectangular area of more than 720,000
square meters, the Forbidden City was the imperial home
of 24 emperors of the Ming (1368 — 1644) and Qing
(1644—1911) dynasties. The Forbidden City is one of the

largest and best-preserved palace complexes in the world.




4. The Louvre, Paris (1546 and Later)

In the late 1500s, Pierre Lescot designed a new wing
for the Louvre and popularized ideas of pure classical
architecture in France. Lescot’s design laid the foundation for
the development of the Louvre over the next 300 years. In

1985, architect Ieoh Ming Pei stirred great controversy

when he designed the stark glass pyramid entrance to the
palace-turned-museum.

5. Palladio’s Basilica, Italy (1549 and Later)

During the late 1500s, Italian Renaissance architect
Andrea Palladio brought new appreciation for the classical
ideas of ancient Rome when he transformed the town hall

in Vicenza, Italy into the Basilica (Palace of Justice).

Palladio gave the remodeled building two styles of
classical columns: Doric on the lower portion and Ionic on the upper portion. Palladio’s
later designs continued to reflect the humanist values of the Renaissance period.

6. Taj Mahal, India (1630 to 1648)

According to legend, the Mughal emperor Shah
Jahan wanted to build the most beautiful mausoleum on
earth to express his love for his favorite wife. Or,
perhaps he was simply asserting his political power. The

Taj Mahal may have been designed by Ustad Ahmad | il i \\
w =y

N

Lahori, an Indian architect of Persian descent. Persian,
Central Asian, and Islamic elements combine in the great white marble tomb. The Taj
Mahal is just one of many architectural wonders in a land of majestic tombs and temples.

7. Monticello, Virginia, USA (1768 to 1782)

When the American statesman, Thomas Jefferson,
designed his Virginia home, he combined the European
traditions of Palladio with American domesticity.
Jefferson’s plan for Monticello resembles Palladio’s

Villa Rotunda. With a few innovations, Jefferson gave

“

Monticello long horizontal wings, underground service rooms, and modern ”

conveniences.
8. The Eiffel Tower, Paris (1889)

The Industrial Revolution in Europe brought about a new trend: the use of



metallurgy in construction. Because of this, the engineer’s role
became increasingly important, in some cases melding with or
rivaling that of the architect. The Eiffel Tower is the tallest
building in Paris, and reigned for 40 years as the tallest in the
world.

9. The Wainwright Building. St.Louis. Missouri (1890)

Louis Sullivan and Dankmar Adler
redefined American architecture with the Wainwright Building in
St. Louis, Missouri. Their design emphasized the underlying
structure. Except for the large, deep windows, the first two

storeys are unornamented. Uninterrupted piers extend through the

next seven storeys. Intertwined ornaments and small round
windows form the upper story. “Form follows function,” Sullivan told the world.

10. Great Buildings of the 20th Century

During the 20th century, exciting new innovations in
the world of architecture brought soaring skyscrapers and
fresh new approaches to home design, to name just a
few, the 77-storey Chrysler Building, the Empire State
Building, and the 110-storey World Trade Center (known

as the “Twin Towers” and destroyed in 2001) in New
York, Sydney Opera House in Australia, and of course Frank Lloyd Wright's

improbable structure—Fallingwater.

New Words and Expressions

assert /osait/ v. Fik, FH, 4Ep

cathedral /ka@i:dral/ n. K i

commission /kemifon/ v. BT, &4
controversy /'kontrovaisi/ n. i, #HEIS; il
column /kolom/ n. [F4E

dazzling /'deezlin/ a. 2 NBEBUAE M

delicacy /'delikosi/ n. {35, K53k

domesticity /deumes'tisiti/ n. A8 + k&)
horizontal /horizontl/ a. K¥HY; HERY; R
innovative /'inauveitiv/ a. Bll#

imperial /im'pioriol/ a. 277 [y



intertwined /intotwaind/ a. ZHZE1E —iEH)

lace-like /'leislaik/ a. 1§ 4E —FERY

model /'modl/ n. BEARL; JEAY; WS v, HIPERIAL; 9
mausoleum /morsaliom/ n. K& £

marble /ma:bl/ n. KA

majestic /maodzestik/ a. FEH), HEFH Y
metallurgy /metelodsi/ n. 164 AR 1H4E%

meld /meld/ v. iIR&

obscure /ob'skjuo/ a. A5 ANEE M)

ornament /omomont/ n. &v. BEAfi N B, B
popularize /'popjuleraiz/ v. ffii@E G & K. #HE)
portion /'pa:fon/ n. B4

pier /pio/ n. B [H]BE; SZAE

rectangular /rek'teengjule/ a. FHIE Y, KFIEH
resemble /rizembl/ v. AL, ML, &

rival /raival/ v, 5eeeeee g AR b

reign /rein/ v. &if; & FFHAL

redefine /ridifain/ v. X e« FEHI LU 5 HHT A2 X
stark /stak/ a. % EES-UIAY, WARMY

underlying /andolaiin/ a. 76 F @69 ; He T i 0o
uninterrupted /'anintoraptid/ a. A[EJWrAY, ZELLH
vertical /'vartikal/ a. FEH AY; A

whirlwind /hweilwind/ a. e KUB . e 1

in some cases fER L5 LT

lay the foundation for Z5«-+---F] N JEAl, Hyeeeee- B Sl
take a whirlwind tour B XUk /9 ik 17

transform ... into fe«---- BEAS 1

Notes

1. St. Denis Church (e st . 25 B2 — i B IE & L F 58 8 R A T 85 R sUXUA%
B . I HEE T 1136 AR R E A% « 24 (Abbot Suger) KEM FEHT
TRt

2. Cathedrals could soar to dazzling heights, yet create the illusion of lace-like delicacy.
[PESC] HaEree Boh =8, H4h N T A6 Bk S8 o485 38 .

3. Gothic #F4F, WiAT TPERKAY 12 2 F) 15 Hh22 i) — R XA, RrAE 2 A M 1Y
o 4 .
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13.

HEIT, BB HET AL,
Chartres Cathedral ¥ # /R K #Hw GEED

. Romanesque % TR, 09 it % T A1 5 BE 45 60 1 I K 50K+ 34000 AT T 11

TEZE AN 12 28, 5 g IR SO BE A £ 5 TR A S AN RS 40 A 2B A it
Occupying a rectangular area of more than 720, 000 square meters, the Forbidden
City was the imperial home of 24 emperors of the Ming (1368—1644) and Qing (1644
—1911) dynasties.
CPESC] S AR I8 — B X, WA 720, 000 275K, 2 B W FIiE 5 24 4%
A Y 2 P AE
[43#7] the Forbidden City %225 b5
Ming (1368 —1644) and Qing (1644—1911) dynasties B 5 F1 %5 5H
palace complex ‘B B 3 5
The Louvre fiF s, (L THEEERTP.ORENNILE HRD.
Pierre Lescot KZIR/R « SRMTAL. vk EE RN,

. In 1985, architect leoh Ming Pei stirred great controversy when he designed the

stark glass pyramid entrance to the palace-turned-museum.

LPE3C] 1985 4, Y Sfi 0 DL =R 8% 0 3 e 525 W) 08 it 1 40 0 e B A B 4 7
A B, LR TR $HE

[73#7] Teoh Ming Pei DIFt4f. &ML NEFID

Palladio’s Basilica WA$L 55 5 1) B 74 F1) - 2 i

During the late 1500s, Italian Renaissance architect Andrea Palladio brought new
appreciation for the classical ideas of ancient Rome when he transformed the town
hall in Vicenza, Italy into the Basilica (Palace of Justice).

L3 16 THZ0 R 2 R 3C 20 5 2% I ) 8 S0 22 P ZUNE + WF 7 565 BLH 3 A
AEFFE T BUT @ B P R #at (RIED W, 5% 7 x5l 2 20 i S8 A B 2
fift o

[ 43#r ] Ttalian Renaissance 2 K F L2 & %

Andrea Palladio %821 « MR (1508 —1570), B RFIESIG, AbH % A
oy 3 P 7 F FL S W g A Ry A ST, At A B SRR IR Tl S SR, X A
SR LE AR B, IR A NI S 28 A RO A 56 [ 5 AR A 2 BN
FH R,

town hall TTEUT Vicenza 4E5%5¢ GERAAIL Y — BEITT)

Palace of Justice ] &8

Palladio gave the remodeled building two styles of classical columns: Doric on the

lower portion and Ionic on the upper portion.



14. T

15.

16.
17.
18.
19.

20.

21.

22.

CHESC] MR s A ot py SR rhos T WAl AR 1 IRER I 2 A, BAR
K= BJE W,
(5347 ] Doric Z #]# =l Tonic %ﬁ@ﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ@%ﬂﬂ@fﬁﬂﬁo

aj Mahal Z& i, A2 T EQBEBAR PL 1T, o S 8548 « 0G4 « fi5 B (Ustad
Ahmad Lahori) , — i By B 5 4/ 77 ) 8 S0 3 E%EUL (Mughal) E#J%5 1
RELAF VD « BIVF (Shah Jahan, 1627 —1658) k4 fil i 3% 1 7 1 A bz 3
Thomas Jefferson ¥4 ThHr « A3 (1743—1826), HF=ALEEH B S, MMEHEFET
M (Virginia) #9523 2% (Monticello) #3E T — BEAEE . J5 ok SO0 I 3 45 2 i A
Pt P X SR Y I R T 3R A A A A R
Villa Rotunda [ T5 51 ¥
the Eiffel Tower (I2%) RIE/RERBE (TEZEN W )
Industrial Revolution Tk #ifiy (AT 18 20K
Because of this, the engineer’s role became increasingly important, in some cases
melding with or rivaling that of the architect.
CRESC] T A s, TTARRI AR S 49 H 25 2, 7R Se s 00T 5 A W A A
FHARR & 22 0w
Louis Sullivan #% 5 « #5413 (1856 —1924). FE I, #2250 « keIl
ZAEFIRAREANY 22—, Tk “IhpetkE B X", EEAAEMAZ AR 25k
B . X85 E 10 23R KE (The Wainwright Building) 4,
Dankmar Adler F} 75 5h/R « B[4y (1844 —1900), FEE@HKIT. 1881 4E& 5 Hr » I
RSOOSR B FE RS . B2 1895 47, FERYIIE] . PUiEE L X TR . JRAI vttt
During the 20th century, exciting new innovations in the world of architecture
brought soaring skyscrapers and fresh new approaches to home design, to name just
a few, the 77-storey Chrysler Building, the Empire State Building, and the 110-
storey World Trade Center (known as the “Twin Towers” and destroyed in 2001) in
New York, Sydney Opera House in Australia, and of course Frank Lloyd Wright’s
improbable structure—Fallingwater.
LIS 20 iz, A S04 A%y 0 b A 0 35 i ok e 8 1% 1B R ORRE R 457 38 1 K
BT AEEILG . 77 R R SRR A R . 110 R AL A iR R 5
O (LARTEE . 2001 ARk ) o BROHE 19 2 JE ARl B . 59884 o =2 50 -
BRAE < BURR YA KA RE R SN — WK B2
[3#7] A Y to name just a few 23 ATE . AR JLHG),
Chrysler Building 7i3€#i#) K8 Empire State Building #f E K&
World Trade Center t: %57 5 /1.0 Sidney Opera House & J& HK ] B
Frank Lloyd Wright #f 24 5¢ « 55378 « fi4y (1869 —1959), F[EF L EHFIG, fh

« 6 .
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Exercises

I . Decide whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F).

(

(

) 1. The Church of St.Denis, commissioned by Abbot Suger of St.Denis,
was the first large building to use new vertical style known as Gothic.

) 2. The original Gothic Chartres Cathedral in Chartres was destroyed by fire
and was reconstructed in the years 1205 to 1260. The new Chartres
Cathedral was built in Romanesque style.

) 3. In the late 1500s, Pierre Lescot designed a new wing for the Louvre and
popularized ideas of pure neoclassical architecture in France.

) 4. Persian, Central Asian, and Islamic elements combine in the great
white marble tomb, Taj Mahal.

) 5. Thomas Jefferson’s plan for Monticello resembles Palladio’s Villa
Rotunda without any innovations.

) 6. The Eiffel Tower is the tallest building in Paris, and reigned for almost
100 years as the tallest in the world.

) 7. By emphasizing the underlying structure, Louis Sullivan and Lloyd
Wright redefined American architecture with the Wainwright Building in
St.Louis, Missouri.

) 8. “Form follows function” was Louis Sullivan’s idea about architecture.

1. Fill in the blanks with the proper words or expressions given below, changing the form

if necessary,

o N oY U A W N =

domesticity rival majestic resemble dazzle
innovative assert  reign ornament obscure
We could not help being impressed by the of the lofty mountains.
She her mother in looks.
The bright morning sun him.
The meeting concerns both foreign and policies.
Technical is important in improving the qualities of products.
The hall is with Chinese paintings.
The boss his authority by punishing his employees.
She lived in many places, but she says nothing can the beauty of the

7 .



9.

Rocky Mountains.

It is written by an young poet.

10. He over the country for ten years.

. Match Column A with in Column B.

A B

1. metallurgy a. ‘BE GEF) B

2. Romanesque b. &5 X% 1Y

3. rectangular c. P

4. palace complex d. wmEeR

5. wing e. BRE%E

6. mausoleum f. XZE M

7. pier g. Kk, HIE

8. Renaissance h. ARk

9. Persian o SCHE. 7 I RE

10. the Forbidden City i M, P

IV. Complete the sentences by translating the Chinese given in brackets into English.

1. He designed the first suspension bridge, which (FEEW 5 )
fE 78 R HLZE AR .

2. Having spent some time in the city, he had no trouble €%
EIE L7 L gil) O

3. Today’s efforts are bound to CH IR BRI T T RS2 A SR

4. Under certain conditions we can GBS F A 30,

5. T have no doubts that CER RO @ R R WK R).

V. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1.

Innovations in the cathedral’s construction set the standard for thirteenth

century architecture.

. The Forbidden City is one of the largest and best-preserved palace complexes in

the world.

According to legend, the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan wanted to build the most
beautiful mausoleum on earth to express his love for his favorite wife.

When the American statesman, Thomas Jefferson, designed his Virginia home,
he combined the European traditions of Palladio with American domesticity.
The Industrial Revolution in Europe brought about a new trend: the use of

metallurgy in construction.



Passage B Chinese Classical Architectural Style

China is a country with a long history. On this land, our ancestors left us an
abundance of splendid, time-honored architectural legacy, which has undergone
thousands of years of development to become a distinct part of world architectural
history. Chinese architecture refers to a style of architecture that has taken shape in East
Asia over many centuries. The structural principles of Chinese architecture have
remained largely unchanged, the main changes being only the decorative details. Since
the Tang Dynasty, Chinese architecture has had a major influence on the architectural
styles of Korea, Vietnam and Japan. Features of Chinese classical architecture are
demonstrated mainly in the following aspects:

1. Wooden Structure

Chinese architecture is based mainly on wooden structures of unique
charming appearance. This differs from all other architectural systems
in the world which are based mainly on brick and stone structures.
The complexity and delicacy of a wooden structural system, in

particular, is unmatched by brick and stone structures, and

therefore demonstrates the wisdom of the Chinese. The components
of ancient Chinese buildings are mainly columns, beams and purlins, which are
connected by tenons and mortises. As a result, the wooden structure is quite flexible.
There is also a unique design only found in China named dougong, which is one of the
most important elements in traditional Chinese architecture. From the point of view of
structural mechanics, the dougong structure is highly resistant to earthquakes. It could
hold the wooden structure together even though brick walls would collapse in the same
earthquake. This helped so many ancient buildings to stand intact for hundreds of years.

2. Collective Layout

Traditional Chinese buildings are always found in
pairs or groups, whether they are residences, temples or
palaces. The Siheyuan in Beijing is the typical form of
residence in north China. It is a compound with houses
around a square courtyard. The main house in the
courtyard is occupied by the head of the family, and the junior members live in the
wings on each side. This layout not only conforms to the feudal Chinese family moral

principle of distinction between the older and younger, and male and female members,



but also provides a quiet and private environment for family life. Temples and palaces
also sometimes display this layout. In the Forbidden City in Beijing, there are nearly 1,
000 halls of varied sizes which are all grouped around large or small courtyards.

The structure of Chinese architecture is based on the principle of balance and
symmetry. Most of the buildings strictly follow the axis-centered principle with
symmetrical wings. So the buildings look symmetrical on the left and right sides. Such
layout of ancient Chinese architecture has reflected the aesthetic standard of harmony
and symmetry in ancient China.

3. Gorgeous Ornaments

Architects in ancient China pay special attention to the ornaments either from a
whole or in a specific part. They use different colors or paintings according to the
particular need or local customs. Some buildings use multiple colors to make strong
contrast. Others use soft color to make it simple but elegant.

Besides the stress on the colors, ancient buildings attach
the same importance to decorations, furnishings inside and
ornaments outside. Carved beams., painted rafters, various
patterns, inscribed boards, couplets hung on the pillars, and
wall paintings are used to add to the colorful and beautiful
style. Stone lions, screen walls, ornamental columns, as well

as flowers are used in the outside of a building to make

ornaments.

The decorations on ancient Chinese structures have cultural connotations as well as
aesthetic ones. The dragon heads on the edges of roof
ridges signify the spurting of water to douse fires.
Dragon, phoenix, tiger and tortoise were regarded as
sacred animals by the ancient Chinese, and they carved
images of them on eaves tiles which were exclusively
used on imperial structures. The emperors were

supposed to be descendants of dragons, so there are

images of dragons all over imperial structures. Symbols
denoting happiness, wealth and longevity can be seen everywhere on traditional Chinese
structures, including palaces, temples, gardens, residences, gateways, windows and
roof beams. Bats represent happiness, deer stand for wealth, and pines, cranes and

peaches represent longevity.



New Words and Expressions

ancestor /'aensisto/ n. 5%, #HLJG

abundance /obandons/ n. £, FFH

aesthetic /i:s@etik/ a. 2, ZIARM

beam /bim/ n. CEKYHFR)

complexity /kem'pleksiti/ n. 4% (M), L (M)
component /kom'pounont/ n. J& 4, ZHEFRI
collapse /koleps/ v. 3|3

collective /kalektiv/ a. SR, FEH

compound /kompaund/ n.  FB5E (BEBELEN) T, KB

carve /kaw/ v. 2, MEZ]

couplet /kaplit/ n. XfEc

connotation /konoteifon/ n. & X ; RE&E=EY; NIE
crane /krein/ n. £

demonstrate /'demonstreit/ v. I&IFE, WEH; B, £
douse /daus/ v. fF et BBk

descendant /disendent/ n. F#p, It

denote /dinsut/ v. £~ RFE; R

elegant /'eligant/ a. {2515 KB

eaves /iivz/ n. BAE, J5HE

exclusively /iksklusivli/ ad. & 7#; HEAM L AU H
flexible /'fleksabl/ a. A5 #¢EM0, RIGAHY

feudal /fjuidl/ a. FEM; B EBACH

gorgeous /'godzos/ a. FEHH Y, 4R Y

intact /in'teekt/ a. JRE A, TR TCHM
inscribe /in'skraib/ v. #%|; fiff; @5

legacy /legosi/ n. jty=;

layout /leiaut/ n. Z¢HE; #&it; fi&

longevity /lon'dzeviti/ n. 7%

mortise /mortis/ n. HEAR

mechanics /mikeeniks/ n. J72%; HLIH

purlin /pailin/ n. SEA7H7 &

pillar /'pilo/ n. ¥ ¥

resistant /rizistont/ a. #KHTAY, HIPT B

rafter /rafto/ n. B
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