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Ma Jiangang was born in Fuping County of Shaanxi in 1970. Being well—
educated by the family since childhood, he was a cultivated person
with simple and sincere, considerate and respectful, tolerant and kind
personalities. No matter serving in the Army or returning to civilian work,
he devoted himself to working and always showing the magnanimity,
honesty and sympathy when dealing with others. He is working in Xi’ an
City. In his spare time, he revels in closing to natural sceneries and
shooting fragmentary images. More and more fine works are produced
with his skill promoted day by day, on the other hand, these works are
shown his talents. Sorrowing at the broken of the ancient pagodas, he
initiated the action on recording these precious historical remains. With

decades of continuous effort, three hundred pagodas are recorded.
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FOREWORD

Shaanxi, where fourteen ancient Chinese dynasties built their capitals in,
is a remarkable place possessing abundant precious cultural relics and
historic sites. According to the third national archaeological survey, there
are altogether 49,058 immovable cultural relic sites in Shaanxi. Among
these precious heritages, the ancient pagoda is recognized as a pearl
for its unique artistic style. The ancient pagoda, which shows the great
construction technology and superb artistic attainments, like historical
monuments, makes us review the thickness and secrets of Chinese
culture and inspires our patriotic enthusiasm and national confidence of the
motherland.

Due to the nature of work, the cultural relics workers often paid more
attention to the historical and cultural value of the ancient pagodas, while
less attention were given to the artistic beauty of the architectures.
The Ancient FPagodas of Shaanxs/by Mr. Ma Jiangang, which is not only
specialized in historical authenticity, but also demonstrating art show of
more than three—hundred existing ancient pagodas of Shaanxi from the
perspective of photography aesthetics, is significantly helpful to promote
the art and scientific research to these ancient pagodas. It is not only
Cultural Relics Records and an ordinary photograph book, but also more
like a museum. The pictures in this book were shot in different seasons,
different times and different views revealed the modern beauty and
nostalgia as well as the artistic beauty of these pagodas and enlightened
our pursuing of beauty.

The author is not a professional antique researcher, but he spent most of
his spare time and devoted himself to shooting the ancient pagodas of
Shaanxi with love and respect to the ancient cultures. His action to draw
such a beautiful picture by his own camera is very inspiring and moving.
Although the author took photos for ancient pagodas, yet he supplied
lovers of history and culture, especially archeologists to open up a new
perspective in researching the ancient architectures in Shaanxi province.
| believe it will not only promote the protection to the cultural relics in
Shaanxi, but also help to improve the people's knowledge of art.

Hopeing that through the book Ancient Pagodas of Shaanxi, all of you can
enjoy the historical and artistic beauty of Shaanxi cultural heritages.

Zhao Rong
March 2013 in Xi’ an
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Fate to Pagoda and Buddhism

The photograph album of Ancient Pagodas of Shaanx/ by Mr. Ma Jiangang is finally
published. The so-called "finally" indicates that this catalogue is completely beyond the
photography itself. Publishing the book is indeed not easy. It was done almost without
any help and only by himself for nearly ten years persistent efforts. | sincerely admire and
congratulate him on the achievement of the ancient architecture photography project which
is beneficial to the history, society and ancient architectural photography project of future
generations.

My known to ancient pagodas originated from the acquaintance with Mr. Ma Jiangang. We
got to know each other after one year since his shooting on pagoda. In the hope of getting
some valuable instructions from a professional architectural photographer, | was honored to
be invited to shoot the pagodas with him all over Northern and Southern Shaanxi as well as
Guanzhong. In fact, his pictures were pretty fine at that time. The extant pagodas in Shaanxi
were almost shot by Mr. Ma. In order to achieve an ideal result, some were shot repeatedly
till satisfaction. The partnership experience of seeking, shooting and knowing pagodas from
the earth of Shaanxi is bound to become a precious and unforgettable memory for us.
Pagodas are familiar buildings to Chinese people. They are tangible, mysterious and spiritual.
It can be said that each pagoda has its own legend story. Ancient temples are usually hidden
in deep mountains and ancient pagodas are usually hidden in the temples. Most of them
are Buddhism Pagodas, followed boundary pagodas and Fengshui pagodas, etc, .These
pagodas are in remote and some can’ t be reached without miles of mountain road walking.
Carrying dozens of heavy photographic equipment and walking through the wildness and
mountains to look for pagodas has become commonplace for him. Without extraordinary
perseverance, it is difficult to complete publishing such a book. Spring follows winter, year
after year. Thousands kilometers travelling get thousands of transparencies in return. He
learns modestly and strives for excellence till the finalization of this book. Every picture in
Ancilent Pagodas of Shaanx/ was devoted to the great effort from him.

Ma Jianggang is shooting the willpower, perseverance and determination rather than
pagodas. From research to insight, his respect and worship to the pagoda was generated.
During shooting pagodas, he started to know the Buddha. From the fate to pagoda, he
formed the tie to Buddhism.

It is said: "where there is a will, there is a way". Mr. Ma is such a kind of person.

Author: An Xi
Journal of Shaanxi Architecture  Press Photographer
China Photographers Association ‘excellence in both performing skills and moral integrity’
Excellent Member
Shaanxi ‘Waorker Artist’
‘China Autumn’ The National Photography Competition for Professional Go/d award
winner
‘Century Feelings’ The National Photography Exhibition  Go/d award winner
The 10th Photography Art Exhibition of Shaanxi  Go/a award winner
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