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Yueliang Xi, once named Yaoliang Xi, is a Han Chinese and a member of the
Communist Party of China. He was born in Shanghai in 1948 and his hometown is Wuxi,
Jiangsu Province. He graduated from the Central Academy of Fine Arts as a graduate
student. He is a professor, a national level artist, and also a member of the China Artists
Association. He is currently the dean of Sanda University’s college of Humanities Fine
Arts Faculty, a leader in the fine arts discipline. He received 2011 Shanghai Master
Teacher Award for University Teachers. He is a member of Shanghai College Art Design
Discipline Guidance Committee. He was the head of the Department of Architecture and
Art Design at Guangzhou Panyu Polytechnic Institute.

He has been actively involved in the study of art composition and the teaching of
design art. He is also the current host of the Ministry of Education’s 2005 national
excellent course called "color"; the founder and the host of the Ministry of Education’s
third pilot curriculum development project; winners of two ministerial or provincial
level first prizes in teaching achievement. His watercolor paintings, Fishing Girl, See
You Soon, Little Girl, Senior Engineer; The Excursion in Jiuzhai Valley and several other
works have won awards and been selected for various art exhibitions hosted by the
China Artists Association and the Ministry of Culture. They have also been selected for
national and international level art exhibitions and won more than 30 gold, silver and
bronze prizes. He is General Editor in chief of National College Art and Design Planning
Materials and National College Art Planning Materials for the Public. He is also Editor
in chief of Introduction to Design, Color Design, Design Sketch Techniques and several
other excellent textbooks of the 11th Five-year Plan. His works were published in
Chinese Modern Art Collection, History of Chinese Watercolor Paintings, and several
collections of his own albums. Since the 21st century, he has visited more than 10
countries including Germany, France, Italy, The Netherlands, Belgium, Austria, the

United States and Canada, where he engaged in art studies and teaching exchange.
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Signature work: Fishing girl ~ (1984)

Exhibited the Sixth National Art Exhibition; won several prizes and awards from Ministry of Culture and the China Artists Association;
selected into Chinese Modern Art Collection and History of Chinese Art published by People’s Fine Arts Publishing House
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Mr. Yueliang Xi is a well-known artist in China. He is an accomplished painter specialized in different
kinds of paintings, especially in watercolor. Figure painting has always been considered to be a difficult but
important type of watercolor painting. Since 1980s, Yueliang Xi has been committed to figure watercolor
creation and made remarkable achievements.

After the Cultural Revolution, the highest grade of art exhibition in China was "The Sixth National Art
Exhibition". Yueliang Xi’s painting Fishing Girl became an instant hit, leaving a deep impression on the
audience. In his article titled “The flourishing of a new contingent of painters —-comment on the watercolor
painting on exhibit at "The Sixth National Art Exhibition" which was published in the special issue of a
journal, Professor Weifang Wang, a famous Chinese scholar wrote, "There were many inspiring pieces of
work in figure painting and group figure paintings, such as Yueliang Xi’'s Fishing Girl, Ke Huang’s A’Ling,
Xiwo Chen’s Surge, and Li Zhang’s and Xiguang Chen’s The Angle of Light. The characters portrayed in these
paintings all had a strong artistic appeal."Yueliang Xi thus became an outstanding representative of the young
and middle-aged painters in China during that period and he continuously created a series of fine figure
paintings which won him high acclaims at home and abroad. These paintings include: Childlike, The First
Battle in Regions South of the Yangtze River; Grandma, Little Girl, Tibet Village Boy, Senior Engineer, See You
Soon, Italian Girls and Doves, The Excursion in Jiuzhai Valley.

The year 1980 was the important turning point in Yueliang Xi’s art career when he joined the first ten-
member watercolor painting artist team in China, and as the youngest member he followed some famous
older watercolor painter including Jianchen Li, Yulong Yang and Jian Xu to travel to many places in south of
the Yangtze River. Under the careful guidance of these experienced painters, Yueling Xi made leap-forward
progress and won high praise and admiration from both his teachers and peers. In the 20 years before later
1990s,Yueliang Xi had been a model for young and middle-aged fine artist and also a leader in the local art
association.

Since the 1990s, Yueliang Xi has been travelling extensively with enthusiasm and confidence. As a leader
of the art discipline, he has been devoting himself to the development of the discipline as well as teaching
of fine arts. He is aware of the irreplaceable role art has played in design and he is more aware that the
backbone for art and design is modern information technology. Therefore, not complacent with what he
has achieved in fine arts during the past decades, he goes on intensifying the reform of the art foundation
in design course, so as to develop a light, agile hand-painting technique, while at the same time makes a full
use of modern information technology to facilitate the healthy development of the teaching and learning of

modern design course.

Dazhen Shao
Professor and doctoral supervisor

The Central Academy of Fine Arts Professor
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Professor Tianshan Huang, the chairman of the China Artists Association’s Watercolor Painting

committee and a nationally recognized artist, speaks highly of the works of Mr.Yueliang Xi and those

of his students (copies of two handwritten letters attached below).
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Dear Yaoliang,

[ have seen a lot of your great works, and also have read your article, Exploration of New Areas in
Watercolor Painting, collected in Watercolor Arts, published by People’s Fine Arts Publishing House.
[ highly admire your works, which have a unique style that leaves a deep impression on people. I fully
support your ideas about exploring new areas in watercolor painting. There are too many watercolor
paintings in China that only conform to one specific style, and the definition of watercolor paintings
is too narrow, both of which I think are not good for the development of this art, and could potentially
undermine its popularity against other forms of painting. Your watercolor portrait paintings are very
impressive. Keep up with the good work!

Best regards,

Tieshan Huang
June 14, 1996
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Dear Yaoliang,

I'm very pleased to hear back from you. I've seen a lot of your works lately, and would like to
congratulate you on your outstanding and respectable achievements. As a graduate from a science
faculty, your work is truly impressive, and this shows the quality of your education.

Your watercolor portrait paintings display a person of character and strength. It shows your skillful
drawing techniques. I particularly like Engineer.
Hope you and your school do well in the 5th Watercolor Exhibition!
Best regards,

Tieshan Huang
June 10.2000
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The art portfolio of Professor Yuliang Xi has received wide acclaim from academia since it got published.
We at Sanda University are very proud of this achievement not only because it is a result of Shanghai
Teachers Art Studio, a project sponsored by the subsidy fund of the Shanghai Municipal Government, but also
because his work has been selected as the first art work collection by Selected Works of Shanghai Teacher
Art Studio. Meanwhile, Professor Xi is the dean of college of humanities department at our school, a national
level artist, winner of Shanghai Master Teacher Award for University Teachers in 2011, and a leader in our
school’s fine arts discipline. His reputation is equally as important as that of our school.

This art collection showcases the result of the effort Professor Xi has put into creative art design and
teaching for dozens of years. His 130 pieces of work represent the artistic value and classical taste in this
portfolio. They are also a good demonstration of fine arts teaching in Shanghai as well as in the whole
country. His outstanding achievement in watercolor paintings, especially his portrait works, has made him
an icon among young and middle-aged Chinese painters. Even till today, he has been dedicated to teaching,
contributing and creating in the field of fine arts.

Wish him all the best in his endeavor to produce more valuable works cultivate more talents and benefit

our society.

Zih

President of Sanda University
July 18, 2013
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