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COLLEGE PR ACTICAL ENGLISH 1 t

College Like

Part One.In-class Reading

Pre paradiim

Talking About College Life

Directions: After the energy- consuming state College Entrance Examination, you will be entering a new time
in your life——a new home away from the home that you have known for years. As a freshman, you may be con-
cern about the following topics: college study, new friends, taking exams in college etc.
1. College study
Work in groups and tell each other:

a. What type of college life do you expect to have?

b. What do you expect to learn at college, more book knowledge or more practical social experiences?

¢. Do you think you will relax after entering the college or you will learn even harder than in high school?
2. Taking exams

Almost every student at college has stress, worries and anxieties when thinking about or taking an exam.
Make up a dialogue with your partner according to the following situation:

Before an exam, you meet a friend on campus. You talk about your feelings on exams and your own opinion
on exam system. Try to encourage each other and tell your particular method of coping with exams.
3. Home sick

Not having been away from home much time, and now living with new people in college, you may meet a lot
of troubles here, which makes you miss your home and your parents very much. When do you feel home sick?

How do you cure yourself?

Work in groups to tell your group members when you call home from college. See if you call under the same

circumstances.



/ //// Text

The College Experience

oing to college! What a thrill! It’s a trip which has everything great that you have heard a—
G bout', if you make it so . It also is very serious business. To a great extent, you will be on
your own. True, there are an awful lot of people ready to help you, but generally you must take
the initiative and seek them out.

Most of you have decided on a career. Even though many of you will change your minds lat-
er, the initial decision allows you to set class goals and pursue them step by step toward that final
objective of graduation, such goals are essential for success. In advising students, T always tell
them to discipline themselves, to be prepared to study hard.

Today’s world is full of precious knowledge, whether it be in the arts, literature, a profes—
sion, or a vocational skill. College is your chance of a lifetime to explore these areas. Each aspect
can be as exciting when discovered by you as it was when discovered by the original author or ex—
plorer. Let yourself explore beyond your immediate career objectives. A student in auto mechanics
in most schools also can take courses in history, philosophy, music, or art. There is no reason a
craftsman also cant be a great thinker, or an explorer into the vast areas of unlimited knowledge.
For a rich full life he or she should make use of most of the opportunities at hand.

I hope that you have gathered by now that going to college means a lot more than earning a
degree. To limit your college experience will be a waste to you and to all of the people, past and
present, who have invested their pennies, dimes and dollars often at great personal sacrifice to
make educational opportunities open for you. Putting it bluntly®, college is a place to be greedy—

take all you can get and then some more.

Also consider this are you going to take a course to learn or are you going to take it only
to have it on your record? I talk to far too many students going to school just to get the credentials
to “get a job”. Again, they are cheating themselves. Get into the subjects in great depth to gain a
true understanding. Dont be content to just skim over courses with “only to pass” in mind. By
taking the in—depth approach you will be exploring many of the disciplines you will enjoy the rest
of your life.

Let me share with you a final observation. The person doing an honest piece of work®, the
work one can be proud of, is the truly happy person. This is true of the doctor, plumber and
teacher, whatever. The agony of just getting by will eventually tear one asunder’. The habit of
honest work and pride in your work can be established to a great extent in college.

Thus, as you stand on the threshold of your college career, commit yourself and stand by that
commitment. From the first day in class, discipline yourself to make learning fun, not a chore,

and to get the most from the educational opportunities open to you.



thrill / Oril / n.

extent®* / ik'stent / n.

awful* /

business*

oiful / a.

/ 'biznis / n.

initial* / irnifal / a.

initiative / i'nifotiv / n.

seek* / sitk / v.

career* /ko'rio / n.

goal * / goul /n.

pursue / pa'sju: /v.

objective*

graduation* / graedjueifon / n.

/obdzektiv / n.

essential * / i'senfal / a.

discipline* / disiplin / .

prepare*

precious*

/ pri'ped / v.
/ 'prefas / a.

literature / ‘litoritfa / n.

profession* / pro'fefn /n.

vocational / vou'keifanl / a.

explore*

/ ik splo: [/ wt.

Unit 1 3

wave of excited feeling 24#Y; ¥ 3)

length, area, range, degree specified 1< & , X, Y5 [F,
TR

extremely bad or unpleasant; terrible #% R [¢; 7] f ;
[VEETE 1(infml [1) very great #% [

buying and selling; trade; matter or affair 3232, Fll;
=i, F:Y)

Lattrib. {EE ] of or at the beginning; first JF U5 F); B
HIHY

power or right to take action FEFAN; I FhH:; TR
try to locate or discover; search for ( % 5 for, after i%
M) #5548, 3R

profession or occupation with opportunities for advance—
ment or promotion Hl; ZFl

an objective, a purpose HH, H#FxR

follow ( sb. /sth.) , esp. in order to catch or kill; chase
thing aimed at or wished for; purpose H#r; H A
graduating at a university ( J224%) Bl

~ (to/for sth.) necessary, most important

train ( sb. /sth.) to be obedient, self — controlled,
skillful, ete. Y%k, YT, EH(FHEANTEY)

training, esp. of the mind and character, aimed at
producingself—control, obedience, etc. Il Zk, # 4%, Y
272 R

get or make ready fii( F: N) A HER, Tl &5 4

of great value ( and beauty) ; highly valued %5 f{], 5
PR O, 2 ER

307 SCEAE

paid occupation, esp. one that requires advanced educa—
tion and training J0l ( JUHEZad @S 2E KLl Il Zk
B4, T e P 24 AR

preparing for a particular type of job BRMY_EF¥; Ml 55 Ry
examine ( sth.) thoroughly in order to test or find out

about it ( Jy 7 IEL 1) (PR A IR IR



explorer®* / ik'splomro / n.
aspect® / respekt / n.

original* / 3'ridzonl / a.

author* / 0100 / n.

beyond* / bi'jond / prep.

auto* / oiou / n.
mechanics/ mi'kaeniks / n.
philosophy* / fi'losafi / n.

craftsman / kra:ftsmon / n

vast* / vast / a.

opportunity* / oportjuiniti / n.

invest* / in'vest / v.

dime / daim / n.

education* / \edju( :) 'keifon/ n.

bluntly / blantli / ad.
sacrifice/ 'sekrifais / v.
greedy* / rgrizdi / a.

consider* / konrsido / v.

record* / 'rekoid / n.

credential/ kri'denfal/ n.

content* / kon'tent / a.

skim / skim / v.

approach* / o'proutf/ n.

share* / feo / v.

agony / reegoni / n.

person who explores #J¥RE; BITE

particular part or feature of sth. being considered 75 [fij
existing from the beginning; first or earliest JF4f 1Y; &
IR ISR

one who practices writing as a profession; writer {E %,
(=

at or to a more distant point than ( sth.) ; not within the
range of ( sth.); surpassing 7E B [n] i Ab; # H ( 55
W) Y,

(infml [T esp. US) car 54

Ji5¢s MU

i

skilled workman, esp. one who makes things by hand &
Ns BELIE( EHEFZN)

very great in size, number, amount, or quantity F. KK,
ILRE A, KA

favorable time, occasion or set of circumstances [ #[;
GRS

use ( money) to buy shares, property in order to earn
interest or bring profit & %%; % T

K MERA 10 7355

the act or process of educating or being educated Z( &,
RS

in a blunt or frank manner $H 33

to offer 44k, MR, WRES, 7

extremely eager or desirous FAEM], F.0

think about sb. /sth. , esp. in order to make a decision; take
(sth.) into account % [EHE A . H; &3 FZEA))
JBPI, #4%, ks, brll

qualification ( 247~ % T ZE 1Y) %k

satisfied with what one has; happy %1 /& i4; 3 & 185 1
HH) ~(with sth.); ~ to do sth.

~ (over/through) sth. , read sth. quickly, noting only
the main points B&32; W%

way of dealing with a person or thing /7%; F-B¢

give a part of sth. to others ¥4 273t

extreme mental or physical suffering ( ¥ #1 5% R4 AY) 1%
IR
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eventually* / iventfudli / a. in the end; at last & T, & /)5
establish* / istteblif / v. set (sth.) up @57
plumber / 'plama / n. BYRE T KBE T

tear* /tea / v.

.90mmZ(Q *2] pull ( sth.) apart or away or to pieces J-( Fo4) #iHF ik T mhidli i

asunder/ 9'sandod / ad. into pieces; apart f%; HY{

threshold / 'Orefhould / n. ["JHE; (fig. HbMGG) point of entering or beginning sth. i
K IT

chore / tfo: / n. unpleasant or tiring task 5K 18 B A K TAE; Bigs

commit/ ko'mit / . do ( sth. illegal, wrong or foolish) f#f(( A& %5
BTN )

~ sb. /oneself ( to sth. /to doing sth.) make it impossi—
ble for sb. /oneself not to do sth., or to do sth. else,
esp. because of a promise; pledge oneself {5 A /H
ANBEAMCE R Ay — 2 (AR 5 2N/

H S ARIIE
commitment/ ko mitment / n. thing one has promised to do A&¥f7; {RIE

to some/what/such an/a certain/ to a degree specified 15 )3 Fh i AF
a great extent e. g. My father, to a great extent, influenced my interest

in music.

alone; without help 7t 57 i) , B fi)
e. g. Though her friends promised to offer help, Mary

on one’ s own

still managed to finish the project on her own.

look for and find %4, %3
e. g. They sought out a handy place where they might sit

seek out

down and rest.
decide on ( upon) make up one’ s mind HREF -+
e. g. After a long discussion the list of candidates has

been decided on.



at hand near; close by 7E 34, 7EAR AT
e.g. 1) When he writes, he prefers to keep a dictionary
at hand.
2) We should value every chance to success which

is not always at hand.

in depth thoroughly 5844 TR A ML I HE
e. g. explore the subject in depth

be content to be satisfied to %E?"' 5 ?ﬁ%ﬂ:"'
e. g. He is content to stay where he is now.

skim over read sth. quickly, noting only the main points H&32; W
bk

get by eSSl S Cipe S

e.g. 1) Your work will get by, but try to improve it.
2) Mike thought that he could get by with the mini—
mum of work. His tutor quickly blamed him.
be faithful to (a promise, etc.) {E5F( AKif) ; 5
e.g. 1) You should always stand by your promise.

stand by

2) I am willing to stand by anything 1’ ve said.

1. It’ s a trip which has everything great that you have heard about:--
It’ s a trip that has all the fun that you have heard about---

2. put it bluntly : say sth. directly

3. honest piece of work ‘honest” MANE MESZZ M, W EEH.

4. The agony of just getting by will eventually tear one asunder. E(fit T 25 . 1543 H i3 pray
KAPRFR R HEIRE

//////// After — reading Task

Comprehension of the Text

I. Discuss the following questions.

1. What is your purpose of studying in college?

2. Do you think a college student should learn more knowledge in other fields or to grasp time and

chance to learn his/her own major well?
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. What do you think of the relationship between major selection and future career?

. Choose the best answer for each of the following.

. In this passage, the author tells readers

A. his experiences of how to choose courses related to the future career

B. the importance of choosing suitable courses to the success of one’s future career

C. some of his useful studying experiences at college

D. his experiences that college is a place for students to study not to have fun

. According to the passage,

A. going to college is a long, exciting and attractive trip away from home

B. going to college is just like an exciting and attractive trip if you think it so

C. going to college is just like an exciting and attractive trip if you are admitted by one

D. going to college is just like an exciting and attractive trip that you have heard about from
others

. According to the passage, in the college,

A. you have to depend on yourself and actively turn to others for help though a lot of people are
ready to help you

B. no one will help you and you will be alone

C. you are not alone because a lot of people are ready to help you

D. you still feel you are alone although a lot of people are ready to help you

. Most of the college students have decided on a career because

A. they may only take those courses useful for their future career to save time

B. this may be helpful for them to set curricular plans and achieve their final goal

C. this may help them graduate successfully

D. only when having decided on a career, can they be allowed to set goals

“Let yourself explore beyond your immediate career objectives” means

A. dont limit your career choice and you may seek a more suitable one for you

B. dont limit your knowledge learning to the field only within your future career range

C. let yourself explore the field of your career immediately when you have decided the objec—
tives

D. let yourself explore like the original author who is beyond your career field

. What does it mean by saying “college is a place to be greedy take all you can get and then

some more. ~ ?

A. Going to college is very expensive.

B. The college administrators are very greedy and they take the student’s money as much as
possible.

C. College is a place to teach students to be greedy.

D. College is a place where students should be greedy to learn as much as possible.

. According to the passage, the truly happy person

A. is the one who is honest in his work



B. is the one who is proud of his work
C. is the one who is doing a work which can be proud of

D. is the one who established pride in work at college

8. College students

A. should make a promise from the beginning and try to get most of the learning opportunities
at hand

B. should promise to their parents to study hard from the beginning

C. should discipline themselves to make learning fun and successfully get the credentials

D. should commit themselves and try to achieve their career objectives

III. Work in groups to complete the outline of the passage.

1.

Introduction ( Para. 1)

Going to college is like

. Some of the author’ s important experiences of studying in college ( Para. 2 —6)

A. The importance of a pre—decided career objective.

A pre—decided career objective

B. Never limit your knowledge learning and try to grasp the opportunities at hand.

a. Try to learn knowledge in

b. Going to college means

c. Dont be content and try to take the

C. The last observation:

Conclusion ( Para. 7)

Vocabulary and Structure

I

Read the following sentences and choose the one in which the italicized word has the

same meaning as the one from the reading passage.

. It also is very serious business.

A. He will go to business when he leaves school.

B. It was a lifelong business getting everything ready in time.

. True, there are an awful lot of people ready to help you, but generally you must take the initia—

tive and seek them out.
A. The weather is so awful that the only thing to do is to stay in.

B. He was awful excited to see the success of his experiment.

. Even though many of you will change your minds later, the initial decision allows you to set

class goals and pursue them step by step toward that final objective of graduation, such goals
are essential for success.
A. My initial reaction to the news was one of great relief.

B. The initials “P.T.Q” at the bottom of a page mean “Please turn over”.

. Let yourself explore beyond your immediate career objectives.
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A. No one can argue he is wholly objective about anything.
B. My objective of this summer will be learning to drive a car.

5. Let yourself explore beyond your immediate career objectives.
A. The scenery is beautiful beyond description.

B. The road continues beyond the village up into the hills.

6. Each aspect can be as exciting when discovered by you as it was when discovered by the origi—
nal author or explorer.

A. The original idea was good, but now the plan is too difficult to finish.
B. The copy was still there but the original was gone.

7. By taking the in—depth approach you will be exploring many of the disciplines you will enjoy

the rest of your life.
A. The enemy ran away at our approach.
B. All the approaches to the city were guarded by soldiers.

8. To limit your college experience will be a waste to you and to all of the people, past and pres—
ent, who have invested their pennies, dimes and dollars often at great personal sacrifice to make
educational opportunities open for you.

A. 1 have invested all my money in this growing business.
B. He invested a lot of time in trying to help those homeless children.
II. Choose the right word or phrase to complete the following sentences. Change the form

if necessary.

pursue approach decide on eventually stand on the threshold

precious full of seek out opportunity to a great extent

When learning a foreign language, the best is the study of the spoken language.
He worked so hard that he made himself ill.

There aren't many job in a small town like this.

The writer success all his life, but has never experienced it.

Saying good-bye to her hometown, she of a new life.

In my heart, I always think your friendship is the most to me.

Let’s put our heads together and a plan of action.

she was responsible for that car accident.

N L

. Not satisfied with this advice, Tom a second opinion.

10. He took out a bag books and handed a thick one to me.

III. Choose the right word from the following groups of words to fill in each blank.
1. history historic historical historian

A. We visited some of the spots.

B. He gave all his papers to the library.

C. Those decisions made at the Yalta Conference changed the course of

D. A should always concern facts.
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educate educated education educator

A. As an , she is fully aware of her great responsibility.
B. We should improve the quality of to all children.

C. You should your children to have good manners.

D. He has an ear for music.

limit (v. n. ) limitation limitless limited

>

Our choice of shops is because we dont have a car.
The country’s natural resources are not

Within these you are free to do as you choose.

SRR

We must the expense to what we can afford.

E. The climbers had reached the of their endurance.
succeed success successful successfully

A. Both plans have been tried, but never with

B. He longed with all his heart to be

C. He is the type of person who anywhere.
D. I finished my training at the end of that summer.
. prepare preparation prepared preparatory
A. T am not to listen to all your weak excuses.
B. Lenin did a great deal of the work for this important meeting.
C. She was late and only had time for a hurried of dinner.
D. Some of them are busy work for the next day.

Word Building

I.

The suffix ( 5%%) —-ment is often used to form nouns from verbs, meaning behavior or
tool. Supply the correct noun forms of the following words and use them properly in

the sentences below.

appoint equip assign employ manage
move entertain announce excite disappoint
1. What’s the ____ today? Professor Smith asks us to write a term paper on self health care.
2. It was a pity that Bob had a flat on the highway, thus he was thirty minutes late for the _____
with Maggy.
3. On hearing the breaking news of her son’s death, the poor old lady stood there helplessly, with—

out a single

4. Film has become one of the most popular means of

5. During the Distressed Years, many workers were having a hard time seeking

6. Have you heard the

from the loudspeaker? We are going to have a foreign professor spe—

cializing in language teaching!
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7. There has been a crazy _____ among the citizens recently for the annual carnival ( ZEXTY) is
approaching.

8. The government has spent a lot of foreign exchange ( #M[) to purchase the modern _____ from
abroad.

9. Though our experiment has failed three times, there has never been any hint of ____ among us.

We will work hard to achieve success.

10. The newly—established business is doing well for it is under scientific

II. The prefix ( fj4%) dis— is used to show opposition ( #)2) , departure ( /35) , depriva—
tion ( #35) or degradation ( IZ{[5) . Study the following words and find out how the
meaning of each word is affected after a dis— is added to it. Complete the sentences

with the suitable forms of the given words. ( To be continued)

advantage appear order grace able
approve appoint arm count honest
1. I'm afraid this dress is far too expensive for me. Will you give me a _____ 7
2. Your plan is not quite practical. No wonder so many people ____ of it.
3. Why does the U. S. want to ____ Iraq? Every country has the right to protect itself.
4. Ttisa _____ to be short when youTe standing in a crowd to watch a football game.
5. He is not sincere enough and his ____ costs him all his friends.
6. There was a riot going on in that country and every thing was in
7. My uncle lost his left leg in a battle, but his _____ does not prevent him from enjoying the col-
orful life.
8. How _____ it is! The famous singer and dancer who has promised to come to our city has fallen

ill and cancelled his visit.
9. Let’s hope that our difficulties will soon

10. The use of armed forces to settle disputes is a to people all over the world.

Cloze

Put in the missing words.

Going to college is exciting but it is also very s (1) business. D (2) ona
career may help students tos_____(3) class goals and p_______ (4) them. In the mean—
time, students should know that college is their ¢ (5) of alife time to e (6) all
knowledge areas b (7) their immediate career o______ (8). There isnor________
(9) a craftsman also cant be a great t _(10) , or an explorer into the v________ (11)
areasof u________(12) knowledge. To limit their college e____ (13) will be a waste to
them. Putting it b (14) , college is a place to be g (15). Dont be ¢
(16) to just skim o (17) courses. College students should always remember to d

__(18) , commit themselves, and v (19) the educational chances at h (20) .
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Translation

Translate the following sentences into English.

1. XS B B R AR B A R I M R K . (e ready to do )

2. At LA AR I A AR 28 D A A IR M A X R R — 51 o (allow)
3. e el R T HEARRELHAEEAEN . (be content to)

4. MG, B A T — 1255 MR EE I o (be true of )
5. XA AARTTRERESR T - ( beyond)

6. 4’@7%&Hﬂ‘%ﬁﬁ:%ﬁ‘?&ﬁ{ffj#%ﬁﬂiiﬂEE ( There is no reason---)

7 jﬁl\lﬁﬁ*éﬁ i, AR T REIV# 2% 25 o ( step by step)

8. HEAXFAREREMTIFZLZ TAEMTE. (mean)

Part Two: After — class Reading

NI Passage A

Learning How to Be Roommates

was never very neat. Later in life I learned

to attribute this flaw to my creative genius,
saying that my disorganization were simply the
unimportant side of my unique gifts and talents.
Yet, when I arrived at college, I hadn’t come
up with any impressive reasons for my big mes—
ses. They just were'—and my roommate didn’t
seem to appreciate their contribution to my

bright future.

I'm not sure why they stuck us together. I
dont think they could have possibly picked two more different people to room together. Kim was
extremely organized. Everything she owned had its place. She even had one of those cute little
pencil holders and used it! Mine had become a collection spot for bits and pieces of paper, odds
and ends. I think one pen may have found its way into the pencil holder” but I certainly didn’ t put
it there.

Kim and I fed off each other’. She got neater and neater and I got messier. She would com-—
plain about my dirty clothes, I would complain about Lysol headaches. She would push my cloth—

ing over to one side and I would lay one of my books on her neat and tidy desk.
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It came to a head one fateful October evening. Kim came into the room and had some kind of
anger because one of my shoes had found its way beneath her bed. 1 didnt know what was so sig—
nificant about that shoe but it annoyed her! She picked it up, threw it toward my side of the room
and managed to knock my lamp onto the floor. The light bulb shattered. I leapt off the bed in hor—
ror and immediately started yelling about her rudeness. She yelled back similar frustrations and we
each ended up pushing toward the door to be the first to slam our way out of the room.

I'm sure we wouldn't have lasted a day or two longer in that room, probably not even a night,
if it hadnt been for the phone call she received. I was sitting on my bed. She was sitting on hers.
It was late in the evening and the room was so thick with unspoken swear words that I dont even
know why we had both returned to each other’s company.

When the phone rang she picked it up and I could tell right away it wasnt good news. I knew
Kim had a boyfriend back home and I could feel the warm feelings of sympathy rising up in my
heart. Losing a boyfriend was something no girl should go through alone.

I sat up in my bed. Kim wouldnt look at me and when she hung up the phone she quickly
crawled under her covers and I could hear her quiet sobbing. What to do? I didnt want to just
walk over but I didnt want to leave her either. I smiled as I got the idea.

Slowly, I began to clear up my side of the room. I took back the book I had set on her desk
and I cleaned up the socks and the shirts. I put some pencils in my pencil holder and made my
bed. I straightened the dresser top ( but not the drawers I had my limits!) and swept the floor,
even on her side. I got so into my work that I didnt even notice that Kim had come out from under
the covers. She was watching my every move, her tears dried and her expression one of disbelief.
When I was finally done, I went and sat at the end of her bed. Not really saying anything but just
sitting. I guess I didnt know what to say. Her hand was warm. I thought it would be cold, proba—
bly because I always thought the organized were pretty heartless. But no. Her hand was warm as it
reached over to grasp mine. I looked up into Kim’ eyes and she smiled at me. “Thanks. ”

Kim and I stayed roommates for the rest of that year. We didnt always see eye to eye, but we

learned the key to living together. Giving in, cleaning up and holding on.

neat* /niit/ a. (of things) arranged in an orderly way; done carefully;
tidy (1639 ZHAFH, 058, BRI
~sth. to sb. /sth. regard sth. as belonging to, caused
by or produced by sb. /sth. IAHIEFHY B FH N /5
Yr; I RN IR 5 [ a4

attribute / ortribju( 1) t / v.

flaw / flo:/ n. imperfection 3 Jf; mistake that lessens the effectiveness
or validity of sth. 4515, Gl
creative* / kri( 1) eitiv / a. of or involving creation Bi&E Y, BiEHEY; able to cre-

ate A 03&E 119



