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Charlotte Bronté

Charlotte Bronté (21 April 1816 - 31 March 1855)
was an English novelist and poet, the eldest of the
three Bronté sisters who survived into adulthood and
whose novels are English literature standards. She
wrote Jane Eyre under the pen name Currer Bell.

Charlotte believed art was most convincing when
based on personal experience; in Jane Eyre she
transformed the experience into a novel with universal
appeal. Commercially it was an instant success, and
initially received favourable reviews.
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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CHAPTER 1 1

CHAPTER 1

THERE WAS no possibility of taking a walk that
day. We had been wandering, indeed, in the leafless
shrubbery an hour in the morning; but since dinner
(Mrs. Reed, when there was no company, dined early)
the cold winter wind had brought with it clouds so
somber, and a rain so penetrating, that further out-door
exercise was now out of the question.

I was glad of it: I never liked long walks, especially
on chilly afternoons: dreadful to me was the coming
home in the raw twilight, with nipped fingers and
toes, and a heart saddened by the chidings of Bessie,
the nurse, and humbled by the consciousness of my
physical inferiority to Eliza, John, and Georgiana
Reed.

The said Eliza, John, and Georgiana were now
clustered round their mama in the drawing-room: she
lay reclined on a sofa by the fireside, and with her
darlings about her (for the time neither quarrelling nor
crying) looked perfectly happy. Me, she had dispensed
from joining the group; saying, "She regretted to be
under the necessity of keeping me at a distance; but
that until she heard from Bessie, and could discover
by her own observation, that I was endeavouring in
good earnest to acquire a more sociable and childlike
disposition, a more attractive and sprightly manner—
something lighter, franker, more natural, as it were—
she really must exclude me from privileges intended
only for contented, happy, little children."

"What does Bessie say I have done?" I asked.

"Jane, I don't like cavilers or questioners; besides,
there is something truly forbidding in a child taking up
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her elders in that manner. Be seated somewhere; and
until you can speak pleasantly, remain silent."

A breakfast-room adjoined the drawing-room,
I slipped in there. It contained a bookcase: I soon
possessed myself of a volume, taking care that it
should be one stored with pictures. I mounted into the
window- seat: gathering up my feet, I sat cross-legged,
like a Turk; and, having drawn the red moreen curtain
nearly close, I was shrined in double retirement.

Folds of scarlet drapery shut in my view to the
right hand; to the left were the clear panes of glass,
protecting, but not separating me from the drear
November day. At intervals, while turning over the
leaves of my book, I studied the aspect of that winter
afternoon. Afar, it offered a pale blank of mist and
cloud; near a scene of wet lawn and storm-beat shrub,
with ceaseless rain sweeping away wildly before a
long and lamentable blast.

I returned to my book—Bewick's History of British
Birds: the letterpress thereof I cared little for, generally
speaking; and yet there were certain introductory
pages that, child as I was, I could not pass quite as a
blank. They were those which treat of the haunts of
sea-fowl; of "the solitary rocks and promontories" by
them only inhabited; of the coast of Norway, studded
with isles from its southern extremity, the Lindeness,
or Naze, to the North Cape—

"Where the Northern Ocean, in vast whirls,
Boils round the naked, melancholy isles
Of farthest Thule; and the Atlantic surge
Pours in among the stormy Hebrides."

Nor could I pass unnoticed the suggestion of the
bleak shores of Lapland, Siberia, Spitzbergen, Nova
Zembla, Iceland, Greenland, with "the vast sweep of
the Arctic Zone, and those forlorn regions of dreary
space,—that reservoir of frost and snow, where firm



