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MESSAGE

The Archives & Oral History Department is
now sixteen years old. Established in August
1968, the department occupied one floor of
stack area and two small offices in the National
Library at Stamford Road. The total number of
staff was six, two senior posts and four clerical
support staff. In January 1970, the department
moved into-two semi-detached houses at Fort
Canning Park. Further progress was made
when the Records Centre at Minden Road was
set up in 1972 to alleviate the shortage of
repository space for intermediate records await-
ing final review. To augment written records, in
1979, the Oral History Unit started to tecord
oral history interviews on subjects of historical
significance to Singapore. The Unit occupied
one floor of the ex-Naafi Building at Somerset
Road.

The progress towards having a bigger and more
permanent building was very slow. Meanwhile,
the department faced acute shortage of space
with increased transfers of historical records
and staff which increased from six in 1968 to
sixty-two in 1983. Finally, in December 1983,
the department moved to occupy the first and
second floors of Hill Street Building (the
former Hill Street Police Building). The depart-
ment now have two acoustically treated record-
ing rooms, two floors of repositories with
24-hour air-conditioning, sufficient office space
for the staff, an Exhibition Room, a Public
Search Room to cater to about 25-30 readers
wishing to consult the archives, a Microfilm
Unit and a bigger and better equipped Con-
servation Workshop. With these facilities, we
hope to be able to provide better services to the
public interested in the research into Singa-
pore’s history. In addition, we hope to promote
a sense of pride in our heritage and history
particularly amongst the Singapore youths.

The exhibition “Road to Nationhood, Singa-
pore 1819-1980” is the first to be organised in
our building. The exhibition is divided into five
sections:

Section I: Early Settlements 1819-1867

Section II: Singapore as a British Colony
1867-1941

Section III: Syonan-to 1942-1945

Section IV: Post-war Singapore 1945-1959
Section V: Singapore 1960-1980.

Each section attempted to highlight milestones
in the political and constitutional history of
Singapore.

We hope this exhibition and publication will be
of interest to Singaporeans from all walks of
life. For those persons with no or limited
knowledge of Singapore’s history, we hope this
will provide information on the transformation
of Singapore from a fishing village to British
Colony and finally modern Singapore.

Mrs Lily Tan
Director (Ag)
Archives & Oral History Department.



Mk il

R K ORI SRR L B4 B AN
T, 19684E8 H LB, 14 TE % AE 3 FHE
B EREPER, (X5 —BESB=2%
DR ANV SR, UEAIER R RA

/\@ W‘jgﬁ I_JQ&EP VA %@%ﬁ%lﬂ)\o

19704E1FE A, ZVE T AERET RN H
B PR B, MBS KBEIFEE,
% VE AE197 24 A R B M B AL — /ANE 3K TE
K HCE IRLE F ¥ i o B A& B ERE R,
AT TR EEE, ORFRAH
19794 FF AT IR 0] 510 R A R EA TR
75 RSN, % 4HAE B EER AR
ERFMN SH — B AEA,

FHE—ABK, BARAERER
K45 % VEE Ry B 18, FE HLI [A],
BRI Rl kR %, BLG AKNL9
68416 4 BafNE| 19834E /Y6244, A] RIS
BIFEENERZ T, AAFE19834F12H, %
TEIRASEE RE A AEEEE TS
—#k, BHI, ZEWHEREART XS
XEZE, BHEHIU/NERSE &I
e, BAtA RSB ANE, I W
F—HRWE, —EEMN25FE304 24K
ANEHIRERSE S, —ANEME R —
AN K Rk 25 7 B ST PR 7 BB M A,
BT XEEENRE, RITAEH %ﬁ%
oy DS RPN T <) | B A A A UAT I
AL IR S, BRILZ SN, &mmﬁﬁ
PRI B 52— R RAIE R S TH
AR el SE-3:0)=n120

CHTMEEE 2%, 18194 ZFE 19804 )
m&mEﬁA%ﬁ$k%$ﬁ%%~¢@
NAELS HE :

JuZ{

: BLHFE R —18194E F 18674F,

s HTINYE B E AOFE R M —
18674 F19414F,

: BB 5 — 19424E 2 19454F

DR EBIHTINE — 1945 %

1959 4.
BHE - FNYE—19604 19804,

AN 2R 5 B R IR B BLE
L R —E B,

RMNAHEXNBRE SR XA LT
BN AN EANRASL R, P& IRt
XN B 5 54 A AR B BT A A BR
BN, FRATAL#E e m A1 Btk
AT N—ANVEAS B — AN EEE R s,
A A — ANBUAA LB I 37 2N [E BT R,

it

=l
10 Al

PR 12l &+
FYZE K R sk T
e+



ADVISOR /#i[g)
Mrs Lily Tan B % 44

EDITING %38
Jackie Sam

Foo Chuen Yann % /g

RESEARCH # ¥
Mrs Lin Cheng Ton thif %
Mrs Lam Suan Khim kg%

TRANSLATION #:¥

Koh Hung Kiat Z#ezk

Toh Peng Koon #5442

Lee Hui Huan Z#18

Miss Chung Lai Beng % fik
Miss Wong Kum Oi #4%

DESIGN &1t
Yeo Siak Goon %4

ARTWORK X
Peter Lim Buan Choon # 5%

PASTE-UP 5%
Miss Tang Soon Nguk 5% F

PROOF-READING #:3¢
Miss Chen Sew Khoon [4 72

PHOTOGRAPHY HB#%
Chng Yak Hock H: 2548
Mrs Judy Alilliman

EXHIBITION CO-ORDINATION BH ¥ %
Miss Lisa Lim #HE
Miss Wong Hwai Fey #{f%

PHOTO CREDITS

All photographs, maps and documents by courtesy of
Archives & Oral History Department, Singapore News &
Publications Limited, Ministry of Culture, The Straits Times,
Imperial War Museum, UK, National Library, National
Museum, Sentosa Development Corporation, People’s Asso-
ciation, Mr Paul Yap, Mr Arshak C Galstaun and Mr Lim

Kheng Chye.

Cover: Singapore flag / First National Day Celebrations at the
Padang. Chinese Calligraphy by Mr. Lim Buan Chay.

A visual documentation of
Singapore from 1819 to 1980

Presented by the
Archives & Oral History Department.

26 May — 26 June

at the Archives & Oral History Department Exhibition Hall.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication

may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise,
without the prior permission of the Archives & Oral

History Department

First published May 1984

Singapore News & Publications Ltd
(Book Publications Dept.)

151 Chin Swee Road

#01-43 Manhattan House
Singapore 0316



CONTENTS H =%

Chapter 1 —% EARLY °
SETTLEMENT

1819~1867 &

B IS

18194 £ 1867

Chapter 2 # % SINGAPORE
AS A BRITISH

COLONY

1867~1941

B 3k hy

5 [ S IR M
18674 % 19414

Chapter 3 =% S“’N}‘N""“)
1942~1945

ey 5

19424 19454

Chapter 4 1% l"’svl‘ "“Q‘l{
SINGAPORE
1945~1959
A
194542 19594F §

Chapter 5 #H % SINGAPORE i
1960-~1980

Fmyg 3

19604219804 &




Chapter 1

EARLY
SETTLEMENT
1819-1867 e o

BB |
18194 % 1867 . W5




—

rﬁ@m&ﬂwmmmﬁm

J

®m DUTCH PORTS i

~ @ BRITISHPORTS / /|

»» EARLY SEA ROUTES/ , ‘.\ SRR e
% 4 i , \ \

o SN A BN

55

RBEI— BRI R R T X A—/AN B T&K
FEAESCR AL BB R EYORY, | R0, 16574, Tk 2,

et FERRR M 2R, RERBNEAFTLDS
FFaaH 4T,

AR EPRIBEEARZEER R, FEZE
BRI E A UEAET MN#ATEE 5, F B i % Hifth
ROPRA. AR ENEE 2 ] B9RT A TF 46t 5 S PR A RO TR R
Mo, FEOTRF R eI K, 2 OB 2 AT

2

e X A —ANER HB T Kok i BA3Ey) 7,

BRI GH, I T HAMIBOE KB, BT3R89
BEGIET REMSLERS, EEMEE T, %2k
REEARENENED, REOEAFTNMTEHEXS
SR, mXAmAEOMNI0H ER4E 5 ARZ KA
FRABRZE, Fr2R—rr, fO3ERENEE A FHE
FRAEFRENBEFA R # LS,

FER-AZLBONITIECATIMBIF T, 1786
F, EZW - RIS IR T —AME S, SR,
IR G AR AT W 5 E i 2.



EARLY SETTLEMENT: 1819-1867
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Early sea routes to China.
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TEA TRADE

Over a London coffee house this sign appeared:
“That Excellent and by all Physicians approved China
drink.”" The year: 1657. The drink: tea.

The greatest tea monopoly the world has ever
known was making its mark. The English East India
Company.

But that tea had not been secured without difficul-
ties. The Chinese had confined foreigners to trading at
Canton. And there had been other restrictions. The
merchants of the East India Company began to cast
around for a settlement free of restrictions. Tea was
rapidly gaining in popularity; profits were surging; such
a settlement was now imperative.

Back in Europe there were other political develop-
ments. A tax on tea had contributed to the American
War of Independence. In response the French had closed
their Indian ports to the English, leaving the East India
Company to Bombay and Madras which, from October
to May, was battered by the North-east Monsoon. The
Dutch, too, barred the East India Company from their
East Indies settlements.

The search for a safe haven began in earnest. In 1786
Francis Light established one at Penang. But it was
outside the mainstream of trade.

The Treaty of The Hague (1795) ending the War of
the French Revolution, gave all Dutch possessions in the
East Indies, including Malacca, to the French. But, with
Dutch connivance, these settlements remained in British
hands.

Onto this scene came a 30-year old Stamford
Raffles, a man of great foresight and humanity, a
naturalist and born administrator. He saw a need to
challenge and break the Dutch stranglehold over the
Straits of Malacca and the East Indies.

1 Encyclopedia Britannica



SINGAPORE
BEFORE 1819

Singapore was not “unknown” territory even then.
Ancient Chinese texts and maps had references to places
like Tan Mah Hsi (Tumasek), Pan Hsu (Fort Canning)
and Lung Ya Men (“Dragon’s Teeth Gate” or the
narrow stretch of water between Sentosa and Keppel
Harbour).

But the inhabitants were largely Orang Laut who
lived in tiny settlements at the mouths of the Singapore
River, Kallang River and the beaches of Keppel Har-
bour. These settlements were wooden huts on stilts on
the water edge; their boats clustered nearby. For their
livelihood they depended on jungle produce, fishing,
petty trading and piracy. The beaches were littered with
skulls and bones when Raffles stepped ashore. But
Raffles, by then speaking a little Malay, was not treated
as an enemy. In fact the Orang Laut gave him two vital
pieces of information: no Dutchmen on the island and
the key man on the island was the Temenggong of Johor.
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EARLY SETTLEMENT: 1819-1867

The Malay village at the mouth of Singapore River (1819)
FOANSET T OB E R 4 A (18194F),
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By courtesy of Mr Lim Kheng Choy



The following is a translation of the agreement, the first few words have
‘been torn away by the sealing wax:-

[Agreement made by?] the Dato Tummungung Sree Maharajah, Ruler of
Singapore, who governs the country of Singapore and all the islands which are
under the government of Singapore in his own name and in the name of Sree
Sultan Hussein Mahummud Shah, Rajah of Johor, with Sir Thomas Stamford
Raffles, Lieutenant Governor of Bencoolen and its dependencies on behalf of
the Most Noble the Governor General of Bengal.

On account of the long existing friendship and commercial relations
between the English Company and the countries under the authority of
Singapore and Johore it is well to arrange these matters on a better footing never
to be broken.

Article 1. The English Company can establish a factory (logi) situated at
Singapore or other place in the Government of Singapore-Johore.

Article 2. On account of that the English Company agree to protect the
Dato Tummungung Sree Maharajah.

Article 3. On account of the English Company having the ground on
which to make a factory they will give each year to the Dato Tummungung Sree
Maharajah three thousand dollars.

Article 4. The Dato Tummungung agrees that as long as the English
Company remain and afford protection according to this Agreement he will not
enter into any relations with or let any other nation into his country other than
the English.

Article 5. Whenever the Sree Sultan, who is on his way, arrives here, all
matters of this Agreement will be settled, but the English Company can select a
place to land their forces and all materials and hoist the English Company’s flag.
On this account we each of us put our hands and chops on this paper at the time
it is written on the 4th day of Rabil Ahkir in the year 1234.

Seal of the East India Company.
Chop of the Tummungung.

(Signed) T. S. RAFFLES.

FOUNDING OF
SINGAPORE, 1819

A preliminary agreement for purchase of the island
was worked out with the Temenggong alone on 30
January 1819. This was set out in Arabic on one side of a
large foolscap paper. It carried the thick wax seal of the
East India Company. But this subsequently broke off,
tearing away part of the writing. The agreement gave the
Temenggong a yearly sum of $3,000 for the privilege of
setting up a factory. But this was conditional on the
opinion of the Sultan who did not arrive until 5
February, six days later.

With this agreement out of the way, Raffles hoisted
the Union Jack, landed troops, raised tents and surveyed
the vicinity for a harbour and defensive positions.

It was clear to Raffles that the island commanded
the southern approach to the Straits of Malacca, and
conveniently placed for trade with China and the East
Indies.

After the 1819 agreement with the Temenggong, a
formal treaty was made with the Sultan. With the
Sultan’s arrival on 5 February, the stage was set for the
final act of establishing a post in the island. The
following day, with great ceremony Raffles entered into
treaty with the Sultan. This document is a thick, coarse
foolscap confirming the previous agreement with the
Temenggong. But now, in addition, the Sultan was given
$5,000 a year. The signatories were “His Highness the
Sultan Hussein Mahomed Shah, Sultan of Johor ” the
Temenggong and Raffles himself.

The preliminary agreement of January 30, 1819.
18194 1 H30 H#1 ¥ thiX.



EARLY SETTLEMENT: 1819-1867
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Scene of the public ceremony in 1819.
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ANGLO-DUTCH
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TREATY 1824

The British and the Dutch came to terms in 1824 by
the Anglo-Dutch Treaty. They carved out separate
spheres of influence, with an imaginary line drawn
through the Straits of Malacca. The British kept to the
north and east; the Dutch to the south and west; which
left Malacca and Bencoolen at odds. Both sides decided
on a swap.
- Now in firm control of the area, the British began
to consolidate, expanding their commercial interests
throughout the Malay Peninsula. In 1826 they formed

the Straits Settlements of Penang (with Province Welles-
ley on the mainland), Malacca and Singapore.
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EARLY SETTLEMENT: 1819-1867
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1827 TREATY
By 4 October 1827 a further treaty had been signed,
ceding the entire island of Singapore and all islands
within ten miles of her shores to the East India
Company. For this, the Sultan was paid $33,200 and a

monthly pension of $1,300 for life, while the Temeng-

gong received $26,800 and a $700 monthly pension for
life.

British and Dutch influence after
the Anglo-Dutch Treaty (1824) .
PEAT 4= 24 (18244F) 90t Iy,
FELRI 407 4RI 50 38 1) S5

A o R

OO Waiia
L al e

s

£

IR S 4 pren f//:r.«
Bewcitinnn for Miks Lovarts
- kol ff‘/
T Mt S St
o e
S R nn Ao
# ndle £ .
M bk

v s floebrmer 1:? /‘«/l -
L. i 2 /a‘y Tl Sadl

1827 4% %

18274101 4 H X2 T — 1 K230 5Nyt 1)
MR- DN BIRT A /N B ERLE T RENE AT, T
B, 73 PRI — 233, 20070 BRI 2 26t 57 4 A
1,3007G,. MR NAF 26,800 & A& H: 7245 B
700 JC.

1827 Treaty. 18274 5%,

wikay Foles
”

| t\' P -\.«" & A /'
oo n By Hiton s B

‘ V ”. Ve

s Bt
g A /'."

(2T

%

oo

9



COLONEL WILLIAM
FARQUHAR

Three pioneer administrators set the tone for
modern Singapore. Though Raffles founded Singapore,
it was to his trusted lieutenant, Colonel Wailliam
Farquhar that he entrusted with the task of setting up an
administrative structure.

In 1790, at the age of 20, Farquhar had joined the
Madras Engineers. He was sent to Malacca where he
stayed for 23 years, serving as Resident from 1803 to
1818.

Popularly known as “Rajah of Malacca”, he married
a Malacca woman. He spoke fluent Malay; was much
respected and ever accessible to hear complaints and to
judge disputes.

He was the first Resident of Singapore, from 1819
to 1823, proving himself to be Raffles’ first and most
loyal aide.

Both Raffles and Farquhar had one prime concern:
that the administration should not be a burden on the
British purse as were Penang and Bencoolen. They
feared Britain would baulk at the continuance of such a
strategic site. At Raffles’ behest, Farquhar set up and ran
an administration on a shoestring — in spite of the
rapidly expanding settlement.

10

PRESIDENCY OF FORT WILLIAM (CALCUTTA)

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL BENCOOLEN :

RESIDENT FACTORY-IN-SINGAPORE

held court once a week
imposed small port clearance charges
introduced tax farming system

auctioned monopoly rights to sell opium and arrack or Asian A
spirits and ran gambling dens

embarked on public works programme

ASSISTANT
RESIDENT
| — handled civil

: affairs

KAPITANS TEMENGGONG |

to keep peace and
settle dispute
among their
communities

- authority over
the Malays

MASTER ATTENDANT’S
OFFICE

1ST. REGULAR POLICE
FORCE

(Superintendent: headed by
Farquhar’s son-in-law, Francis

Bernard.)

(Raffles’ brother-in-law, Capt.
W. Flint replaced Francis
Bernard in 1820.)

— monopolized the hire of
lighters to government and
private individuals

magistrate over seamen and
the right to collect
anchorage and port
clearance fees

Administrative structure under Farquhar,
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EARLY SETTLEMENT: 1819-

1867

SIR STAMFORD
RAFFLES

Raffles’ first visit had been brief. In October 1822,
he came back for a longer stay to personally supervise
the layout of the town. Born in 1781, Rattles had joined
the East India Company in London as a clerk. In 1805,
he was appointed Assistant Secretary to the newly-
formed Penang Presidency. From 1811 to 1816 he was
Lieutenant-Governor of Java; in 1818 Lieutenant-

Governor of Bencoolen. Appalled at the expansion of

Dutch control in Sumatra, he obtained permission from
Lord Hastings, Governor-General of India, to find a
way to protect the British trade route through the Straits
of Malacca. His expedition to the south led to the
founding of modern Singapore on 6 February 1819.
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Administr lti\( structure under Raffles.
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[ PRESIDENCY OF FORT WILLIAM ((IAI.(TUT’I'AH
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[ LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR BENCOOLEN ]
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RESIDENT FACTORY-IN-SINGAPORE

— revised layout plan of town

— ecased out Temenggong and Sultan from judicial powers and rights
to land

— registry of land sold on permanent lease by public auction

— preserved free port status

— established training schemes to turn convicts into useful settlers

— banned the carrying of weapons

— closed gambling dens and cockpits

— discouraged drunkenness and opium smoking by heavy taxation

— imposed law forbidding men living off the earnings of prostitutes

— abolished slavery

— set-up higher education institutions in Singapore

K APITANS ASSISTANT MAGISTRATES |

RESIDENT

(12 responsible

European merchants
to serve tor a year)

MASTER ‘ REGULAR {- .1§5isl Resident
ATTENDANT’S | | POLICE FORCE in his court and
OFFICE to draw-up laws

— to hold own
magistrates court
dealing with
petty crimes and
minor civil cases

TOWN COMMITTEE

(1 European large-scale - to conduct
merchant and 2 resettlement of representatives of
officials) existing local

5 : opulation ommunities
— to assist Resident PP <

to carry out




