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1.1

[ O P R R P ¥

1.2

PART ONE
Major Branches of Modern Linguistics
Chapter I Introduction

Key Points and Difficulties

- Lingnistics

. Largiage

. Design features of language

. Funetions of language

- Major distinctions in linguistics

. Scope of linguistics

Lead-in Background Information

- Principles in linguistic study

1 Jexhaustivensss ;2 ) consistency; 3 ) economy, and 4 ) chjectivity

. The design features of langnage

Arbitrariness, duality, productivity, displacement, cultoral transrission and irter-

changeability [ For details, see 14.6. )

. Oigin of Language
The bow-wow theory, pooh-pooh theory, “vo-he-he” theory, ding-deng theory, and

&0 0.

. Funetions of Language

Informative, interpersenal, performatve, emotive, phatic, recreational and metalin-

gual , eto.

. Branches of Linguistics

1 11rternal Linguistics
phonetics , phonelegy , morphology, syntax, semantics and pragmatics.

21 External Linguistcs

applied linguistics such as pevcholinguistics, sociclinguistics, anthropological lin-

guistics , computational linguistes , and o on.
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B.

7.

1.3

Majer Dhstinctichs 1h Lingu stics

descriptive ve. prescriptive; synchronic ve. diachronic, langue and parcle; competence

and performance, etc.

Ceneral wiiting systems

1 Jalphabetic writing [ the written forms representing the individual seunds)
lish ard French :

2l eyllabic writing [ the writen foms representing syllables)

e g. Eng-

¥

e g Japanese;

e. g Chi-

¥

3 1 ogographic writing [ the written forms representing individual words )

¥

TiEs e

Practice

Directons ; There are five parts in this exercise. Read the directions in each part carefully

and firish the tasks concerned.

Sloi-Tilling,

Direclicns. Fill in the blanks wilh ibe mosl suilable words,

1.
2.

Language , broadly speaking, & a means of communicaton.
The four rinciplas in the linguistic smdy are [ 1] exhavstivensss, (2] consstency, (3]

econormy and [4)

. In any language , words can be used in new ways to mean new things and can be com-

bined into innumerable sentences based on limited rules. This feature 7s vsnally termed

. Llanguage has mary functions. We can use language to talk about jteelf. This fimction

i

. Theory that primitive man made involuntary vocal neises while performing heavy work

has been called the thecry.

. The writing systemn of English s known as the sound writing system while that of Japa-

Tiese as WHtng sy statm.

. The theory that language arose from instinetive emotional orfes , expressive of pain or joy

has been called the theory.

is the branch of linguistics which sudise the form of words.

. The thecry that amose from human beings nstinctive need for contact with his companion

has heen called theory.

0. Linguistics is the scientific study of

11. Modem linguistic is in the sense that the lingoist tried to discover what

language & rather than lay down some rules for people to cheerve.

12. One general principle of lingoistic analysis is the primacy of over

WHting.
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13_ The description of a language as it changes through time s a study.

1. Saussure put forward two jmportant concepts. refers to the abstract lin-
guistic system shared by all members of a speech community.

15, Linguistic potential is similar to Saussure' s langue and Chomsky ' =

11. Muliiple Choice

Direclions, Choose Lhe besl answer and (il io ibe blank o each ilem below.

16. Language i a systemn of arbitrary vocal symbols used for human

A contact B. comrmunicaticn
C. relation D comrmmity
17, Language 1s
A instinctive B. non-instinctive
C. natural D genetically transmittad

18. A linguist regards the changes in language and larguage use as
A. unmatral B. something to be feared
C. mnatural D. abnormal
19. Which of the following words is engrely arbitrary?
A Tree B. Crash
C. Typewriter D. Bang
20. The function of the sentence " Water beils at 1M} degrees Centigrade™ s

A, interrogatbve B. directive

C. informative O performative
21. s a grammatical description of a language specially designed as an aid to
teach that language to native or foreign learners.
A, Deccripdve linguistics B. Prescriptive linguistcs
C. Applied lingistics D Theoretical linguistics

22. In Chinese when someone breaks a bowl or a plate, the host or the people present are
likely to say suf sul ping an [ every vear be safe and happy Jas a means of contrelling
the forces which the helievers feeling might affect their lives. Which function dees it

peformT
A, Interpersonal B. Emctive
G. Performative [. Recreational

23 Which of the fellowing property of language enables language users to overcome the
barriers cavsed by tme and place?
A Transferability B. Duality

G. Displacement D. Arbitrariness

003
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24 Stdy the following dialogue. What fimetion does it play according to the functions of
language 7
—A nice day, isn'tit?
—Right | 1 really enjoy the sunlight.
A. Emctive B. Phatic
C. Perfermative 0. Intemersonal

25_ Which branch of linguistics studies the similarites and differences ameong languagesT

A. Diachronic lingustics B. Synchronic linguistics
C. Prescriptive linguisics 0. Comparatve linguistics
26. refers to the actual realization of the 1deal language vser' s knowledge of

the rules of his language n utterances.

A Performance B. Cormpetence C. Langue D. Parcle

27. deals with language application to other fields, particulay education.
A Linguistic geography B. Socielinguistics
C. Applied linguistics 0. Comparatve linguistics

111. True or Fake Quesiions
Direclions: Decide whelber ibe [ollowiog sialemenis are lrue or lalse. Wrile T lor

iree and F lor Tfakke in ibe brackel belore each of Lbem.

2B. Most anfmal communication system lack the primary level of articulation.

29_The reason for Frerch to use cheval and for English to uee horse 1o refer © the
sarme animal Ts mexplicable.

3. Duality 15 one of the characteristics of human language. 1t refers to the fact that
language has two levels of stuctures ; the system of sounds and the systemn of
FearI s

31, Descriptive lingmiste are concemed with how languages work |, not with how they
can be improved.

F32. Halliday ' & linguistic potential is similar to the notions of parcle and perform-
ance.

33 Preseriptive linguistics 15 more popular than deseriptive linguistics, becavse it
can help us o know how to speak correct language.

34 When language i used w get information from others, it serves an informative
function.

35. Competence and performance refer respectively to a language user' s underlying
krowledge abeit the systern of rules and actval use of language n concrete sit-
Uatiehs.

36. Language is a means of verbal commumication. Therefore, the communication

way used by the deaf-mute is not language.
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3T

33.

39

42.

43,

q4.

45,

Arbitrariness of language makes it potertially creative, and conventionality of
language makes a language be passed from genseration to generation. As a for-

gign language learner, the latter is more important for vs.

By diachrenic study we mean to study the changes and development of lan-
gage.
Langue is relatively stable and systematic while parole 1: subject to personal

and situaticnal constraints.

. Larguage change is universal, ongoing and arbitrary.
41.

In the language classrooms nowadays the grammar taught to students is basical-
ly deseriptive, and more attention is paid to developing learners ' cormmunica-
tive skills.

Language is a system of arbitrary, writen signe which permit all the people in
given culture, or other people who have leamed the system of that culture, to
CormurI cate o interact.

The relation between form and meaning in human language s natural |
Saussure ' s gxposition of eynchronic analysis led o the school of historical lin-
FUistics.

Applied linguistics 1s the application of inguistic principles and theories to lan-

guage teaching and learning.

1V, Terms Delinilion

Direclions: Delioe ibe [ollowiog ilems.

46 Design feanmres &7, Discreteness of languape
48. The recreational functon of language 49, Macrolinguistics

50. Parcle 51. Competenice

52 Culwral transmission 33, Displacement

54 Phatic funtion of language 35, DMachronic linguisics
536. Descriptive linguistics 37. Linguistic potental

V. S5horl Answer Queslions
Direclions: Answer Lhe [ollowing quesiion: brielly and give examples il neceszary.

58. Point out three ways in which linguistcs differs from traditional grammar.

59 What are the attbutes of language that must be included in the definition of language7?

8. Mustrate the difference between synchronic and diachmonic linguistics with a certain

kind of garme yvou know.

B1.  What 1s your understanding of deseriptive linguistics vs. preseriptive linguistics [ &

g merits ands or weakness] 7

§2. In what way do langue, competence and lingistic potential agree? In what way do
they differ?

005
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B3
|
B5

-Make a comment on simchronie vs. diachrenic perspective of langnage .
. Eaplain speech and writing with examples.
. Comment on the following staterment: ™ In linguistics, *language ' only means what a

person says o said in a given situation. ”

1.4 Keys to Practice
1. Slol-lilling
1. verbal 2. ohjectivity 3. productivity
4. metalingual fimetion 5. yo-heho &. syllabic
7. poch-poch 8. Merphology 9. comtact
10. language 11. descriptive 12. speach
13, Dachmonic linguistic 4. Langue 13, competence
11. Muliiple Choice

16
26

1.
28.

320
33
34.
36.

42,
43,

29.
41.

¥

4.

B 17.B 1B.C 194 20.C 21.C 22.C 23.C 248 25.D

A 2T.C

Troe or False Qoesiions

[F] Mary anitnals cormmunicate with special calls, which have coresponding mean-
mgs. That s, the primary units have meanings bt canmet be further divided into ele-
ments. 50 what most animal communication systems lack is the secondary level of artic-
vlaticn.

[ F] Halliday' ¢ linguistic potential is similar to langoe and cormpetence.

[

F]

Fl It serves an imte ative functicn.
o

F]

[

val and tactile impressions. They can speak without sounds. They use a special lan-

The deaf-mute can =61l think conceptually. They can use other forms such as +s-

guage to CormTLncate.
[F] 1tis net arbitrary. It is due to social ard linguistic factors.

[F] It should be vocal symbaols.

[F] It is generally the case that thers 1s o “natural” conmection between a linguistic
form and ite meaning. You cannet look at the English word dog and detenmine from its
shape that it has a nawral meaning. The linguistic form has no natural or "ironic” re-
laticnships with that four-legged barking object out in the werld.
[ F] 1t should be descriptive linguistics.

[T] 30.[T] 31.[T] 35.[T] 37.[T] 3. [T] 39.[T]

[T] 45.[T]
. Terms Definilion

Design features refer to the defining propertes of human language that tell the differ-
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47

48 .

449

50.
51.

520

53

54

55

56.

ence between human language and any other systerns of animal comrmunication.
Diecreteness of language is opposite to contnucusness. Each word in a language is
composed of individual linguistic unit. For example, n English ber s composad
of b, Ao ands

The recreational furcton of language refers to the vse of language for the sheer jov of

using it, such as a baby ' s hanging or a chanter' s chanting.

- Macrolinmistics . as a cover term, refers to sociclinguistics, anthrepological lingois-

tes, neurclogical linguistcs, mathematical linguisics and computational linguistics.
Parcle refers to the actual phenomena or data of linguistics.
Cormpetence i+ an essential part of performance. 1t 1s the speaker’ s knowledge of his or
her language ;. that 1s, of ite sound strocture, its words, and ite grammatical rulaes.
Corrpetence is, in a way, an encyclopedia of language. Moreover, the krowledge in-
volved in competence 1s generally imoonscious. A transformational -generative grammar
s a model of competence.
Cultural transmission reads that language is cultirally transmitted. That s, it 1s passed
on fremm one generation to the next by teaching and leaming rather than by instinet.
This 15 not to deny that human capacity for language has a generic basis; in fact only
hurnan beings can learn a human language at karth and he has been exposed to lan-
guage in order to aceuire it. Humans can speak about the “net here™ and the “net
there” while arimals seermn to have only a signaling system.
D splacement means that uman languages enable their veers to symbelize chjects |, e-
vents and concepts, which are not present [in time and space ) at the moment of com-
FILNT Caticn.
Phatic fimetion of language refers to the social interaction of language.
For example: [ Mre. P sneezes viclently. )

Wre. (3 Bless you.

Mrs. P; Thank wyou.

Such small, seemingly meaningless sapression to maintain a corfortable relation-
ship 1s uzed hetween people without irvolving any factual content. The phatic fimetion
refers to sxpressions that help define and maintam intempersonal relations . such as
slangs, jokes, jargons, ritwalistc exchangss | switches 1o social and regional dialects.
Diachronic linguistics s the study of a language through the course of its Wistory.
Therefore , it is also called Wsterical linguistics.

To say that linguistics 1s a deseriptive seiehee is to say that the linguist tries to discover
and record the rules to which the members of a language community actually conform
and does not seek to impose upon them other rles, or nomms, of correctness, which

are in the scope of prescriptive linguistics.
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