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It is not easy for people to sail the world in a small boat.

Sometimes the weather gets bad, and that can be the end of everyone

in it. Accident can happen easily and quickly.

One family once had an accident with some big fish. The fish
swam under their boat and bit holes in it. Sea water came in, of
course, and the boat sank. However, these people had another smaller
boat—xa life-boat, and they all got into that. They lived and hoped for
many days. They ate and slept, and they always hoped. At last a ship
found them.

How do people live in a very small life-boat? Perhaps for weeks
or months? They must be strong in every way. They must have hope—
they must want to live. But you cannot eat and drink hope.

You cannot drink sea water. Drink a lot of sea water—and you
will quickly die. Sailors can drink rain water. They must catch rain
water in their boat. They must also catch fish and birds for food. Life
boats do not often a cooker, so the sailors cannot cook their food. Raw
fish and bird-meat is not very nice. But there is no other choice in a
life-boat! The sailors must eat raw food or they will die.

What do people think in about a life-boat? They think about
land, a warm bed, dry clothes, fresh water and food, food, food.

Choose the best answer:

1. What happen to the family when they were sailing at sea?
A. Their boat was caught in bad weather.
B. Some fish bit through the bottom of their boat.

C. Their boat knocked against a rock and sea water came in.



D. They had an accident because no one of them knew how to sail.

2. “.. that can be the end of everyone in it” means

A. every one in the boat may die

B. every one in the boat can finish it

C. every one in the boat is able to complete the boat
D. every one in the boat will get an end of the boat

3. What water do sailors drink when they are in a life-hoat?

A. Fresh water. B. Sea water.
C. Rain water. D. Boiled Water.
4. What do people think about in a life-boat?
A. Land. B. Warm bed and dry clothes.

C. Fresh water and food. ~ D. All of the above.
5. What support the sailors to live in a life-boat when their ship sinks?

A. The hope of life. B. The fish and bird they catch.

C. The beds and water. D. The food in the life-boat.
6. Which of the following is NOT TRUE ?

A. Sailing around the world in a small boat is not easy.

B. The more sea water one drinks, the more quickly he would die.

C. In a life-boat there is usually a cooker.

D. No one can live for weeks in a life-boat unless he is strong and

wants to live.
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A little over a year ago, I began training to swim the English

Channel( YL FHEIE) this September. T will be 58 years old then. T
won’ t do as one channel swimmer did a few years ago. He tried hard
for years, made the arrangements( Z-#) and even went to England
weeks early to train in the channel before his attempt ( 2%i&) . The
great day came, and he started swimming towards France. After
swimming only one hour, he got out of the water and climbed on to the
boat, saying that he suddenly had lost the desire to swim the channel
and it no longer meant anything to him.

On the other hand there was a young girl who was trying to finish



her swim when the Ocean got rough( XJE X) . She was having a hard
time with the rough and cold water, when her father shouted to her
from the boat that he thought she should give up and get out of the
water. She shouted back, ‘T’ 1l decide when to get out.” She made it.

I am a resolute( 7)) man. Once I made up my mind, I won’
t give it up easily. I’ m training hard. If T succeed, 1’11 be the oldest

person ever to swim the channel. I think I’ 1l make it, too

Choose the best answer:

1. The author began training to swim in the English Channel when he
was .

A. 57 B. 58 C. 59 D. 60

2. One Channel swimmer did not finish because
A. he did not train hard enough

B. he suddenly wanted to give up
C. the ocean was very rough
D. of some unknown reason
3. Most probably, the writer
A. did not fully realize the dlfflcultles
B. had a simple mind
C. was eager to gain success in life
D. enjoyed adventure( & &)
4. The sentence “She made it” means
A. she was successful
B. she proved she was right
C. she made a good show
D. she set others an example to follow
5. How many example did the writer give in this passage?
Al B. 2 C.3 D. 4

6. From the passage, we can know the writer wrote the passage

A. before he made up his mind to swim the channel

B. before he tried to swim across the channel



C. after his swimming across the channel
D. while he was swimming across the channel
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When you are sick, you often call a doctor. But if you have a
very sick book, you might call Henry Richardson, a professional
bookbinder, who gives life to old books that are yellowed and
damaged. Many of these sick books are unique( ME—F?) ; some may
be the only copies still existing.

Henry Richardson has saved the lives of many books. He works
with them very gently, as though he were touching a young baby. The
first step is to wash the pages. Richardson removes the old book cover,
separate( 73 E5) the pages, and places each one in water. Richardson
fixes these while they are still wet, placing each one on a heavy piece
of glass. The washed pages are now white and perfect repaired.

They are removed from glass and placed between pieces of paper
to dry. After drying, the pages are placed together again in the original
book cover. Sometimes only the front and back parts of the book cover
can be used with new pieces added to hold them together. Sometimes
it is necessary to make a whole new cover.

The final step is to return the stronger and cleaner renewed 15th—
or-16th-eentury book to the library so that once again it can be read
with pleasure. For Henry Richardson this is the best and happiest part
of his job—seeing sick books become well and useful again. “After

all,” he says, ‘what is the use of a book if you can’t read it?”

Choose the best answer:

1. What does Henry Richardson do?
A. He looks after patients. B. He repairs sick books.
C. He works in a librarian. ~ D. He sells books.

2. What is the most important reason for saving sick book?
A. Many of them are unique.

B. They are cheap.
6



C. They are as interesting as old people.
D. They are expensive.
3. How was the old book before it was repaired?
A. Tt was yellowed and damaged.
B. It was stronger and cleaner.
C. It was white and broken.
D. Tt was good and original.
4. What is the first step in saving sick books?
A. Dry the pages.
B. Make a whole new cover.
C. Wash the pages.
D. Make the pages wet and easy to separate.
5. What is the final step Richardson does ?
A. Put the pages together.
B. Return the book to the library.
C. Make a new cover.
D. Remove the old cover.
Py
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The big Town Hall clock was striking midnight when Frank began
to cross the bridge. The dark night air was cold and slightly wet, and
the streetdamps gave little light.

Frank was anxious to get home and his footsteps rang loudly on
the pavement( Af7iH) , when he reached the middle of the bridge he
thought he could hear someone coming near behind him. He looked
back but could see no one. However, the sound continued and Frank
began walking more quickly. Then he slowed down again, feeling
shame at having acted so foolishly. There was nothing to fear in a town
as quiet as this.

Just then, he heard short, quick steps closely behind him. By the
time he reached the other side of the bridge, he could almost feel
someone at his heels( ZIE7E)5) . He turned round and there stood a

man dressed in a large overcoat. A hat was pulled down over his eyes
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and very little of his face could be seen. Frank said something about
the weather, trying to sound friendly and calm. The man did not
answer but asked rudely where Oakfield House was. Frank pointed to a
big house in the distance and the stranger continued his way.

Then Frank wondered why the stranger had wanted to find
Oakfield House at such an hour. He knew that the person who lived
there were very rich. Almost without realizing what he was doing, he
began following the stranger quietly. The man was soon outside the
house and Frank saw him look up at the windows. A light was still on
and the man waited until it went out. When about half an hour had
passed, Frank saw him climb noiselessly( {15 #h) over the wall and
heard him drop onto the ground at the other side.

Now Frank realized what was going to happen. He walked quickly

and silently across the street towards a telephone box on the corner.

Choose the best answer:
1. Frank said something about the weather to the stranger because
A. he wanted to hide his fear

B. he wanted to know what the weather would be the next day

C. he was a very friendly person
D. he wanted to start a conversation
2. The man dressed in a large overcoat was
A. very friendly
B. not polite at all
C. a visitor to Oakfield House
D. a police officer
3. What did Frank think was going to happen?
A. Somebody was going to rob the house.
B. The stranger would get himself hurt.
C. The stranger would spend the night in Oakfield House.
D. Somebody was going to make a telephone call.

4. Frank walked towards a telephone box because he wanted to make a



call to
A. warn the people living in Oakfield House
B. the police station
C. tell his wife he would be home very late
D. find out who the stranger was
5. What kind of atmosphere( 545 does the writer want to create in
this passage?
A. Quiet. B. Peaceful. C. Lonely. D. Frightening.
7757y
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It must have been about two in the morning when I was woken
suddenly by a loud banging( f'Ff\/ F.l[W) noise. It was such a terribly
cold night that I would rather not get up, so I sat in bed and listened.
Since I heard nothing more, I thought that the sound must have come
from the street. I was just pulling the bed-clothes over my head to go
back to sleep, when there was another bang. The sound was so strong
that this time I jumped out of bed at once. I put on my dressing-gown
and tip4oe downstairs, feeling my way carefully, I found the sitting—
room door open and I could not remember if T had left it like that. The
room was lit up( H8%%) by weak light from the fire, which was slowly
dying out. 1 quickly turned on the lights, but could see nothing
unusual. T felt rather ashamed ( A 4f & B) of myself and began
climbing the stairs when I heard the same noise again. Clearly it came
from above. 1 ran upstairs and went into all the rooms one after
another, but there was nothing that could possibly made such a sound.
I went across to one of the windows. It was so cold that ice had formed
on the windows. T scraped ( #l]) it away and looked down on the
garden below. It was snowing heavily and a thick snow covered
everything. There was certainly no sign that anyone had just walked in
the garden. As I was beginning to feel cold, I went to my room, sat on
my bed and waited to see if the noise would come again. It did—from
directly above me. Only then did I understand: the water in the pipes

on the roof was beginning to freeze and the pipes were protesting ( i
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i) loudly!

Choose the best answer:

1. The writer had heard the strange noise until she knew
where it came from.
A. only once B. twice
C. three times D. four times

2. The word “tip-toed” in the paragraph means that she

downstairs.
A. rushed B. had stepped heavily
C. walked quietly D. ran very fast

3. The writer decided that no one had walked in the garden for

there were no footprints on the ground

A.
B. it was terribly cold and snowing heavily
C. everything outside was covered by snow
D. it was already two o’ clock in the morning
4. From the passage we know that night
A. nothing could be seen outside
B. it had been snowing heavily for quite some time
C. the snow was heavy but it disappeared soon
D. it had just began to snow
5. Why did the writer feel rather ashamed of herself? Because she
thought she was

A. not brave enough B. lonely

C. very stupid D. afraid of cold weather
6. What had made all those strong noises?
A. The wind. B. The pipe.
C. The fire. D. The door.
(L

Miss Anne Stott, who lives alone at 18 Station Road,

Middletown, awoke at 3 a.m. on Sunday and saw a tall young man
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standing in her room.

She jumped out of bed and threw a chair at him as he ran down
the stairs. Then she ran to the bedroom window, opened it, and threw
another chair at the burglar( i) as he was getting out of a downstairs
window by which he had entered.

As he ran down the street, Miss Stott stood at her bedroom
window and shouted for help. Neighbours phoned for the police. Every
room in the house had been entered, and 10 pound and a gold watch
were missing.

Police dogs were used, but the man was not caught.

Choose the best answer:
1. Miss Anne Stott lived

A. with her family B. by herself

C. with her parents D. with her husband
2. Miss Anne Stott threw at the burglar.

A. one chair B. two chairs

C. three chairs D. several chairs

3. The burglar entered the house by a window

A. upstairs B. downstairs
C. near the stairs D. in the bedroom
4. The burglar stole
A. ten pound B. a gold watch
C. nothing D. both A & B
5. It was who phoned the police.
A. Miss Anne Stott B. her husband
C. a tall young man D. her neighbours
A TV Show

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, I’ m Roy Darby, and this
is my show. This is a television show for all the families, and I know
you’ re going to enjoy it.
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