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L.esson One
The Generous Russian Peasant

SR AXO 7>

LET Vergil sing the praises of Augustus, genius celebrate
merit, and flattery extol the talents of the great. “The short

and simple annals of the poor” engross my pen; and while I

record the history of Flor Silin’s virtues, though I speak of a poor
peasant, I shall describe a noble man. I ask no eloquence to
assist me in the task; modest worth rejects the aid of ornament to set
it off.

It is impossible, even at this distant period, to reflect
without horror on the miseries of that year known in Lower Volga
by the name of the “Famine Year”. I remember the summer,
whose scorching heats had dried up all the fields, and the
drought had no relief but from the tears of the ruined farmer.

I remember the cold, comfortless autumn, and the despairing
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extol

[ik'stol] v.
B3, IR
annal

["anl] n.
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engross

[in'gros] v.
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eloquence

['elokwons] n.
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drought

[draot] n.

T5, k=

@// 7

& Btk

2zD EIL GSO

FRAETHRE

LB 4RiE F A ERBEE, CAERTENRA, £
H—Fr S, ARERKRREE, F—HTRAMAE,

R4 R 5 SR AR AT i T A
5i; PRZR R A N0 6 Z Ik a 7 EIE ! FRAEHRSHY
HUE (S NRELE) , FRAENFICE T I - Wbk
fEleh, BB R RARITIRE, (BERNBGET, i
B A PE R B AN o IEANTHGED ) il PE ORI A 1 it A
FHE, BASCFRICHE RN TR R

RIERDOEE W2 4R, B 23 2 & AR R
TR “PURZAR" BBARES, REIATEm S, i
FHIRR R H , B FICEH SR — R Tie, KA
R 4 B A TR IR A T T A9 B E

IR FES BB IRKR, TH A AR SRATT FA ] 43

3 de



rustics, crowding round their empty barns, with folded arms

and sorrowful countenances, pondering on their misery,
instead of rejoicing, as usual, at the golden harvest.I remember
the winter which succeeded, and I reflect with agony on the
miseries it brought with it. Whole families left their homes to
become beggars on the highway.

At night the canopy of heaven served them as their only
shelter from the piercing winds and bitter frost. To describe these
scenes would be to harm the feelings of my readers; therefore,
to my tale. In those days I lived on an estate not far from
Simbirsk; and, though but a child, I have not forgotten the
impression made on my mind by the general calamity.

In a village adjoining lived Flor Silin, a poor, laboring
peasant, —a man remarkable for his assiduity and the skill and
judgment with which he cultivated his lands. He was blessed
with abundant crops; and his means being larger than his wants,
his granaries, even at this time, were full of corn. The dry year
coming on had beggared all the village except himself. Here was
an opportunity to grow rich. Mark how Flor Silin acted. Having
called the poorest of his neighbors about him, he addressed them
in the following manner:

“My friends, you want corn for your subsistence.
God has blessed me with abundance. Assist in thrashing out a
quantity, and each of you take what he wants for his family.” The
peasants were amazed at this unexampled generosity; for sordid
propensities exist in the village as well as in the populous city.

The fame of Flor Silin’s benevolence having reached other
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rustic
['rastik] n.
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countenance
['kauntnans] n.
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propensity
[pro'pensati] n.

ey, Febk, bk
benevolence

[bi'nevelons] n.
=T, 12X

@// 7

& Btk

2zD EIL GSO

=

TREERE 23 A, DU, RKZEIT . Ml e e R
R s, FRABRELETIEE S RoR SR & 6
o FRICHPARIEIE T 2 A4 K, 1L B R AT AT X
—FPAREHES, Lo,

W, MAEEE TEEE, FEXAE, KERZA.
UWRFLRE T X LAB 5, R ATRE T RE L A B AN,
it AR E AR . IR URA T, TR
FOIR I e AN I ) — PR AL PE] B, X3 RMELR 3B T T XELL
P K IENGE o

BREIEAS B (2555 T B 57 ROAC R, 24 I 336 - bk
BN L3, RO S, SRR,
DI SOSE AR EF 5 A At B A AR 222 . B
ETEARFERY RAE, MBS ARl TR E . T5Ea
AR AR A 21, ISR, EXHlRD, HE—14
KEHENEYLE . TBRERIE - LS.
HERRAR LS5 LR EAT], XA TEE s 1T H— 3

“TAATAAN], BAERNGERETABRE T % b
ARG T EM X C B RIARL, URAT14 A
FNE— LR AR B AT i 1] BT oA 1] A8 PR
NAEET, PUAAE AT £ FHd e A iR, AL
A — LB > PRI

I - WA SCRE T IR R AL B A 1, 42

II

T

[

5 de



villages, the famished inhabitants presented themselves before
him, and begged for corn. This good creature received them
as brothers;and, while his store remained, afforded all relief.
At length, his wife, seeing no end to the generosity of his noble
spirit, reminded him how necessary it would be to think of their
own wants, and hold his lavish hand before it was too late. “It is
written in the Scripture, ” said he, “Give, and it shall be given
unto you.”

The following year Providence listened to the prayers of the
poor, and the harvest was abundant. The peasants who had been
saved from starving by Flor Silin now gathered around him.

“Behold, ” said they, “the corn you lent us. You saved our
wives and children. We should have been famished but for
you; may God reward you; he only can; all we have to give is
our corn and grateful thanks.” “I want no corn at present, my
good neighbors, ” said he, “my harvest has exceeded all my
expectations; for the rest, thank heaven: I have been but an
humble instrument.”

They urged him in vain. “No, ” said he, “I shall not accept
your corn. If you have superfluities, share them among your
poor neighbors, who, being unable to sow their fields last
autumn, are still in want; let us assist them, my dear friends;
the Alimighty will bless us for it.” “Yes, ” replied the grateful

peasants, “our poor neighbors shall have this corn. They shall
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[starv] v.
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