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Unit 1

Passage 1

Stars

Have you ever wondered about the stars? In some ways, stars
are like people. They are born, they grow old, and they die.

A star is born from dust and gas. Slowly the dust and gas make a
ball. The ball gets very hot. Then it starts to give off light. The young
star grows into a giant. Many years go by. The older star begins to get
small again. At last its light goes out. The star’s life is over.
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1. The stars grow old and they

2. Slowly the dust and gas a ball.
3. Then the ball starts to light.
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Passage 2

The Sun, the Moon and the Earth

The earth moves round the sun, and the moon moves round the
earth. When our part of the earth turns to the sun, it is day. When our
part of the earth turns away from the sun, it is night.

The sun is much bigger than the moon. But sometimes the moon
looks bigger than the sun, because it’s much nearer to the earth.

The sun is very bright. It gives a very strong light. The moon looks
quite bright, too. But it doesn’t give any light at all. The stars look smaller
than the moon because they’re much farther away from us.

EES A
RIS AL FIEFIE R

1. The earth moves round

A. the moon B. the sun C. the stars D. people
2. Sometimes the moon looks bigger than the sun, because

A. it is much bigger than the sun

B. it comes out only at night

C. it is much nearer to the earth than the sun

D. it doesn’t give a very strong light
g5 R i I U

3. The sun is much (big) than the moon.
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Unit 2

Passage 3

The World Is Thirsty

The world is not hungry, but it is thirsty. It seems strange that
nearly 3/4 of the earth is covered with water while we say we are
short of water. Why? Because about 97% of water on the earth is sea
water which we can’t drink or use for watering plants directly. Man
can only drink and use the 3%—the water that comes from rivers and
lakes. And we can’t even use all of that, because some of it has been
polluted.

BXEEE
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() 1. The world is hungry and thirsty.

() 2. We are not short of (%3} ) water because nearly 3/4 of the earth is covered
with water.

() 3. Man can only drink and use the 3% water on the earth.
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Passage 4

Where to Find Such Kind of Water?

The students were having their chemistry class. Miss Claire was
telling the children what water was like. After that, she asked her
students, “What’s water?” No one answered. Miss Claire asked again,
“Why don’t you answer my question? Didn’t I tell you what water is
like?” Just then a boy put up his hand and said, “Miss Claire, you
told us that water has no color and no smell. But where to find such
kind of water? The water in the river behind my house is always black
and it has a bad smell.”
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) 1. What were the students doing?

2. What did the teacher tell the students the water was like?

(
()
() 3. What is the water in the river behind the boy’s house like?

A. It has no color and no smell.
B. It is always black and it has a bad smell.

C. They were having their chemistry class.
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Unit 3

Passage 5

Four Seasons

There are four seasons in many parts of the world. They are
spring, summer, fall and winter. Spring follows winter. It becomes
warmer and the days become longer. Plants begin to grow and many
animals have babies. Summer is the hottest season. It does not get
dark until late. Plants grow fast. In fall the days get shorter. The
weather turns cooler. Trees may lose their leaves. Some birds fly to
warmer places. Winter is the coldest season. It gets dark early in the
evening. Plants stop growing and many trees are bare.

X
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() 1. All parts of the world have four seasons.

() 2. Summer is the hottest season.

() 3. Winter comes. The plants stop growing.
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Passage 6

A Letter

Dear Carl,
Thank you for your letter and some wonderful stamps. I like

them very much. I also collect stamps. I’m sending some Monkey

King stamps to you. I think you’ll like them.

You ask me about the weather in Beijing in winter. It is quite
cold and often snows in winter. After snowing the ground is white.
And I can skate on ice. It’s very interesting to skate. So I like winter
best.

You ask me when is the best time to come to China. I think the

best time is in spring or autumn. It’s often hot in summer and it’s cold
in winter. I have to finish this letter now. Ask your brother to come to

China with you. Welcome to Beijing soon.

Yours,
Wang Lei

AXERE
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() 1. Carl likes collecting stamps very much.

() 2.Itis very cold and often snows in winter in Beijing.
() 3. Wang Lei thinks the best time to come to China is in summer or winter.
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