B zh B 4R Y Z N
— 3L °F

LEERE D

W% B B I



¥ EE R BEY
I 3h Br e 18 8 N7
—4L F

CONFUCIUS
“SAGE” OF THE
REACTIONARY CLASSES

B % H

W% B H i

1975 4¢ » Jb 3



BEEE <RAPEH BN L F> A,
RARESF R — LBV A 5 — R ke, BUMBUE
R, R WEEFA M,

RIEEERY
R Re“EN"—LF
BEEE IR
LA O O
G5 £ AL 36 B)
Wit A AL SR AT AT
eS8 AR R BRI
787 %1092 X 1/32 2%/, Eifk 58 T3

1975 4 8 A 1K 1975 4F 8 Apxcs 1 = HIR
g%—H5, 9017 - 752 EH, 0.18 3§




VI.

VII.

VIII.

CONTENTS

THE AGE IN WHICH CONFUCIUS LIVED
WHAT CONFUCIUS DID

STUBBORN  GPPOSITION TO SCGCIAL
CHANGE

POLICY OF RESTORING THE DECAY-
ING SLAVE-OWNERS TO POWER

METHODS FOR MAINTAINING ORDER
UNDER THE SLAVE SYSTEM

PREACHING THE “WILL OF HEAVEN”
AND BELIEF IN SPIRITS

REACTICNARY THEORY OF HUMAN
NATURE AND IDEAS ON EDUCATION

REACTIONARY INFLUENCE OF CONFU-
CIAN THOUGHT

23

29

39

47

56

70



R, B e BPDRIE S 0] ;. www. ertongbook.



I. THE AGE IN WHICH
CONFUCIUS LIVED®

THE TRIBAL SLAVE-HOLDING STATE®

Confucius lived at the end of the Spring and Autumn
Period,! at a time when the tribal slave-holding state of
the Chor Dynasty was collapsing.®

What was the tribal slave-holding state, and how did
it come into existence®?

In the very early primitive society there were no class-
es. Latsr, as the productive forces gradually developed,
there was a surpius of products. This surplus was appro-
priated by the tribal heads, waking their condition of life
increasingly different from that of the ordinary tribal mem-
bers,® so that a privileged tribal aristocracy arose.

Towards the end of primitive society, wars often broke
out® among the various tribes. At first, the captives taken
in the fighting® were killed. Later, as the productive forces

@ the age in which Confucius lived: L F4:i&MH{E. in which
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grew, the tribal chiefs got the idea of ® using their captives
from enemy tribes as slaves for production. In case’? a
whole tribe was defeated, all of its members bscame slaves
of the conquering tribe. In this way the classcless primitive
society in time® became a slave society in which the slaves
and the slave-owners formed two big classes opposed to
each other.®

This was the tribal slave-holding state —a state in
which the conquering tribe ruled many defeat:d tribes,
making all the captives their slaves.® This type of slave-
holding state system prevailed in China’s Yin (16th-11th cen-
turies B.C., known in history as Yin-Shang, first called
Shang and later Yin) and Western Chou (11th century-770
B.C.) dynasties. For example, in Yin times, a tribe named
Tzu was the sole ruler, and this ruling cligue headed by
the king of Yin® formed the tribal aristocracy, the slave-
owning class of the tribal slave-holding state.®

Yin Dynasty slaves were classified as slaves for pro-
duction and houschold slaves. Ths former engaged in®
productive labour and are referred to in oracle-bone inscrip-
tions as® chung or chung jen. The latter were divided into

@ pgot the idea of: T, & Mk, @ in case: i, BHE. @
in time: ERF. @ two big classes opposed to each other: Wi kXisRof
% . opposed to each other 2t ilMIEMEE. (9 a state in which
the conquering tribe ruled many defeated tribes, making all the captives
their slaves: 3XFh(R & IE 7T IS R GE IR 2 A & M ER IR, HR AR e % W IR R R
BUL e RO AGRR R . astate (CERITRA RS S) 7035 BERMERIE, B
W {Ei7 thisfg iz . © headed by the king of Yin: DLRE T AW . 3L 4 W
718 A E cliquz f1E. ) the slave-owning class of the tribal slave-holding
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chen, pu, hsi, nu, chieh and so forth.® According to® bone
inscriptions, the raiding Yin tribe made slaves of their cap-
tives® taken from the Chiang tribe and ordered them to
hunt, their bags to be given over to® the Yin tribe.

Under triba! slavery, the slaves not only lived worse
than beasts of burden, but their very lives were in the
hands of® the slave-owners, who could put them to death
at will.@ When a slave-owner died, many slaves were kill-
ed as human sacrifice, the number sometimes reaching sev-
eral hundred at one time.2®

Whenever the king of Yin sacrificed to the gods and
his ancestors, he used slaves as sacrificial objects. For in-
stance, when sacrifices were offered to a certain Futing,
three hundred slaves of the Chiang tribe were killed as
though they were cattle, sheep or swine.

There was no basic change in the nature of the poli-
tical power in the Chou Dynasty; it remained a tribal slave-
holding state, only Chi replaced Tzu as the ruling tribe.

Having overthrown the Yin Dynasty,® the slave-owners
headed by the king of Chou made slaves of the various
tribes they captured. For instance, at the beginning of®

@ and so forth: 25%s, fpbddk. % according to: RiE. (3) made
slaves of their captives: {7 E/E k. make - of -3 fE&K---. D
to be given over to: PF%Z45. (5) be in the hands of: #g7r--FH,
e gip, -, & who could put them to death at will: 4y
REWLMEZRLFESGR. put to death, LLAZER, B 2. at will, {£%&.
{7) the number sometimes reaching several hundred at one time: X # #%
AFFEMEE, FRLETAZE. XERE SN IEIE. FASEIE
2y, FHLRZH Liy3iE the number, A4 reaching WiHE 2T il
. ® having overthrown the Yin Dynasty: K= THRELG. X EWA
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@ at the beginning of: (&---fy F-L51 1.



Chou, 71 vassal states were set up® one after another,®
slave-owning princes bzing assigned by the royal houss to
rule over the enslaved tribes in the various states.®

Among the principal vassal states of the time, Wei,
which was given to King Wu's younger brother Kang
Shu,® took “seven Yin tribss” to be slaves; Lu, which
was given to Po Chin, the eldest son of Duke Chou, made
slaves of the “people of the state of Yen under the Yin
Dynasty” and “six Yin tribes”; Tsin, which was given
to King Cheng's younger brother Tang Shu, continued to
rule the “nine clans named Huai,” originally slaves of the
Yin tribe.? The remaining states likewise used slaves within
their own borders.

In Chou times, as in Yin, slaves were forced to do
farm labour, sc that thousands of slaves were seen in the
fields toiling® under the surveillance of ® the slave-owners.*
Besides those in agriculture, slaves used in handicrafts and
commerce also supported® the luxury of the slave-owners.
From generation to generation® the slaves were cruelly op-
pressed and exploited by the slave-owning class.

@ set up BB, ,ir,i&. (@ one after amother: fobg, gk, - X
—A . FRRE. @ slave-owning princes being assigned by the royal house
to rule over the enslaved tribes in the various states: X 4tiff, MEAE=R
IR B & B G M R BOR GRS JEBLE S IRERSLALE . to rule over (4
W, iR FERMEIE, £ RHM. @ Wei, which was given to King Wu’s
younger brother Kang Shu: £ TEEHRR#E T . (¢ thousands of siaves
were seen in the ficlds toiling---: MY S B4 R T L HAGRENIS .
B see 3T LI BRI were seen MBLLES 1 toiling KA A IHTE.
A S EhEE K, 2. Somecns saw thousends of slaves toiling in the
fields. ZEZh IR IE L, BL2E 451 toiling F thousands of slaves MG M E A &
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In the Chou Dynasty there were also kuo jen (inhab-
itants of the capital), freemen in the tribal slave-holding
state.® Belonging to the ruling tribe by blood,® they en-
joyed a higher political and social status than the slaves.
They were ordinary members of the ruling tribe, without
authority or the privileges accorded to the slave-owning
aristocracy.® The relationship between the aristocracy and
the freemen was that of the leaders and the led within the
ruling class.

SLAVE REVOLTS

Where there is oppression there is bound to be resist-
ance.® Whether in the Yin or the Chou Dynasty, under
the ruthless rule of the tribal slave-owners the slaves con-
tinuously put up resistance.®

Qracle-bone inscriptions of Yin record that many slaves
ran away® — also a kind of resistance — obviously because
of unbearable oppression. Oihers, forced by the slave-
owners to labour in the fields or perform various services,®

(@ freemen in the tribal slave-holding state: F R EHIFRBHAHER.
kuo jen [E{%iE. (2 Belonging to the ruling tribe by blood: fib i1k \in £ 3%
ZREBTHBFRRE. RESWEIEEKERIE. © accorded to the slave-
owning aristocracy: it AU A . accord something to somebody [
FBRERTHEAC-7, X BAMEL R ITEBE R, EEIE, &M authority
or the privileges. @ Where there is oppression there is sound to be resistance:
WO LAY A BB A R 4T XK 419, E3:49 there is bound to be re-
sistance, resistance At 32§ . is bound to be(W4 88 £ A7) & BC il IE. where there
is oppression ZARFEM 4] . (5) put up resistance: i {F R, @R K. © ran
away: 3. ran & run g3 & 0F. (7)) forced by the slave-cwners to labour in
the fields or perform various services: 7547 3 32 UR i fth 71385 o b A 72 55 flb 5%
Belhd 3% 20 25 5y T S PR AR BE , i others R AE %A,



refused to work, or even rose up in revolt.®

Whenever the chance came, the slaves staged large-
scale uprisings. One instance occurred at the end oft? the
Yin Dynasty, when the Chou people attacked King Tsou
of Yin. The king’s slaves turned their weapons against him
and other tribal slave-owners of Yin. Likewise, as the Chou
slave-owners were extremely brutal in their oppression of
the slaves, the latter rebelled continually.

The decline of the clave-holding Chou Dynasty set
in® after the middle of Western Chou, and at the time of
King Yi the dynasty was already tottering. After him,
King Li not only ruthlessly oppressed and ecxploited the
slaves, but also@® sternly suppressed the ordinary members
of his own tribe, the freemen, executing any found talking
behind his back.(® The result was that freeman and slave
made common cause® and expelled King Li.’

Runaways and revolts gradually diminished the number
of the slaves, and a census attempted in the time of King
Hsuan failed.®

King Hsuan’s son, King Yu, was a duli-witted and
brutal ruler who was later killed by a tribe named Chuan
Jung at the foot of Mt. Lishan near the Chou capital.®

@ rose up in revolt: f2K 4 k. @ at the end of: £ fuk4E.
(3 set in F#h. kM. @ not only---but also: A{H---if H; AL HFE. (5
exscuting any found taiking behind his back: 5L Eab B 054, R
AT XABAE s WEE, ¥ UL suppressed. found talking behind his
back &id &4y 104018 B &3, 181 any. 3 2% F — 4~ &% A f; who were found
talking behind his back. (v' make commen cause (with somebody): Fiit:
A—FH230%,; Fdtk ARLO I 5. () who was later killed by a tribe named
Chaan Jung at the foot of Mt. Lishan near the Chou capital: {53k
R % e 28 FE TE CJEL A1) T LAY R I . ‘
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After that the royal house of Chou could not maintain
itself in and around present-day Shensi and King Ping,
who succeeded® King Yu, moved to Loyang in Honan Prov-
ince where he set up what is recorded in history as the
Eastern Chou Dynasty® (770-249 B.C.). From that time
on,® the rule of the king of Chou existed only in name,®
as the slave system was on the decline® and giving way
to® the rising feudal system.

THE SPRING AND AUTUMN PERIOD — A
TIME OF CHANGE

By the time of the Spring and Autumn Period, not
only had the Chou kings bzcome rulers in name only® as
a result of the slaves’ continual escapes and revolts, but
the rule in the various vassal states was also quite unstable.

For example, in 550 B.C., slaves in the state of Chen
were ordered to build a city wall under overseers who killed
them at will. Angered by the atrocities,® the slaves rose
in revolt® and killed the slave-owners Ching Hu and
Ching Yin.?

In 478 B.C., Shih Pu of the state of Wei took the
opportunity of @ an uprising of handicraft slaves to besiege

@ succeed: Zk---fEM. @ what is recorded in history as the
Eastern Chon Dynasty: Ji% EfihZiJEH. & from that time on: PG M
BBEA . (D only in name: £ Effy; A4, (5) be on the decline:
WY, FEARNER. ® give way tor 5{¥#%; iki%. (D not only had
the Chou Kirgs become rulers in name only: o {Uf FHIgiG G1 4. i
MuliE net only FhWA T, BIEMITIEREEEE. Angered by the
atrocities: #F|ITHME. XALHZSTEIEAEERRKS. @ rose in
revolt: 5% ,#%). v took the opportunity of: ¥ e falr L.



the chief slave-owner Prince Chuang. The prince fled, to
be killed by the Chi people from Jungchow within his do-
main.5®

In 470 B.C., handicraft slaves in the state of Wei rose
in revolt again. Without arms, they took up®@ their tools
as weapons to attack the slave-owners, putting the chief
slave-owner Prince Cheh to flight.9®

In the state of Cheng, the slaves asscmbled in a reed
marsh and attacked the slave-owners.’® And when slaves
in the state of Tsin were given an order to work, they ran
away as if from a pursuing enemy.ll@

At the same time,® as the new rising feudal landlord
forces were developing, divisions were occurring within the
ruling class. The house of Chi of Lu state, for examplie,
changed its governing methods under conditions of the new
social changes.

In 562 B.C., the threz houses of Chi Sun, Shu Sun
and Meng Sun, who were senior officials of the state of
Lu,® began dividing the prince’s estates,® i.e., the land
and slaves of the biggest slave-owner of the siate.

In dealing with the holdings he received,® Chi Sun
acted according to the new situation® and freed the slaves

@ to be killed by the Chi people from Jungchow within his do-
main: (Z58) MK N RN ANTBRRTE. PEXMIBXHML, £n
BN LGR. 2 took wp: SR, %6428, @ put---to flight: 8- 57,
@ as if from a pursuing enemy: JFRAR ABENLIM. () At the same
time: Rl B—J5W. © senior officials of the state of Lu: &&=,
(7) begen dividing the prince’s estates: JF4AJN 42y 5. dividing £ 2) &iifE
HiE4)iA began MEE, RASBIERAHE. @ In dealing with the
holdings he received: fEAbMGPIRMIIGRE. holding Fifdy, WiH.
© act according to the new siteation: &% B BRI 113).
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allotied to him, renting land to them to till as tenants.
Shu Sun, however, maintained the original relationship under
the slave system, while Meng Sun used a combination of
the old and ncw systems. Twenty-five years after, the threc
houses again divided the prince’s remaining estates into four
parts (the Chi house got two parts), and all followed the
method adopted by Chi Sun.12® That is to say,® the
three houses were gradually changing over to® the feudal
landiord class.

Another example illusirating this trend is furnished by
Tien Cheng-tzu of the state of Chi. In the siruggle against
the decadent silave-owning aristocracy of Chi, he used a
small measure in collecting grain for land rent and a
large measure when lending grain to the peasants.®@ Though
the method was an expedient one used by the new rising
feudal landlord class to wiest power from the slave-owning
aristocracy,® Tien won the support of the masses and was
welcomed by them.1® In 485 B.C., he finally killed the
chief slave-owning aristocrat Piince Chien and seized the
power of Chi.

It may be seen from the above events that the Spring
and Autumn Period was a time of radical change.

@ and all followed the method adopted by Chi Sun: pi#5%H (&
MOFRCRADMMBET. (2 That is to say: B2H, MaiEHR. HAG.
® change over to: #fkH--, 1i]--#1{k. @ when lending grain to the
peasants: Bl AE RN . X RA AN BEAREM G, when ~JEkE® T
i% he F1&IA was. (5) used by the new rising fendal landlord class to
wrest power from the slave-owning aristocracy: FiYLiHi#Et b LMY ATEM
T L R 2 T R I BT SR LR . X 4y 1WA IE, RIS, BiERTE one
(54 the method).
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DECLINE OF THE
SLAVE-OWNING ARISTOCRACY

Scciety was changing, time was marching on.®

The slaves were rebelling, and the new rising feudal
landlord forces were taking the offensive.® Pounded by the
tide of history® in the stream of great social change, the
slave-owning aristocrats were in desperate straiis® and on
their way out.®

Let us look for a moment at® what happened to®
so-called ancient sage-kings such as Shun of the Yu times,
Yu of the Hsia times and Tang of the Yin Dynasty. The
descendants of their tribes had long become slaves them-
selves.'* The descendants of the eight aristocratic families
of the state of Tsin — Luan, Hsi, Hsu, Yuan, Hu, Su,
Ching and Po — also became sla-zs during the Spring and
Autumn Period.’ That is to say, the social change was
effecting a reciprocal transformation in the relationships
between the higher and the lower,® between the ruler and
the ruled.

This transformation is like geographical changes in the
natural world. As an ancient poet put it: “Cliffs sink into
valleys; ravines heave up into peaks.” Everything in so-
ciety undergoes constant change, and the verses precisely

@ time was marching on: IH{L7ER . @ were taking the offen-
sive: HEX, BB K. (3) Pounded by the tide of history 7¢J5 5% Mfith b
di R RS RSHEIEERIE. D be in desperate straits: {485 ]%
H. (® on their way out: & |- K}¥. ® Ilook for a moment at: %
—7F. (O what happened to...: - P8 ay. between the higher and
the lower: [T 2. the higher, the lower {£.&iifH.
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express the type of chaiige in social relationships that was
going on in the Spring and Autumn Period.

WHICH SIDE WAS CONFUCIUS ON?

At a time of such epochal change — when the slaves
were struggling for emancipation, the rising forces were
continually gaining victories in their resistance fight, and
some aristocratic slave-owners decayed and became slaves®
— the whole slave system was on the verge of® collapse.
This was an objective law of historical development inde-
pendent of man’s will.

Where did Confucius stand at this critical time of
social change? Did his standpoint, political attitude and
thinking proceed with the development of society? Did he
side with® the new rising forces, oil the wheels of change
over to the feudal system? Or did he go against the tide
of the times,® side with the decaying slave-owning aristoc-
racy and stubbornly uphold the moribund slave system?
In other words,® did Confucius seek to effect social reform,
or did he try hard to stand pat?® Was he progressive or
reactionary?

This involved a struggle between two classes, two roads
and two lines at that time. A look at Confucius’ words

(@ when the slaves were struggling for emancipation, --- and became
slaves: A BRI 4 Se ORI, - B 2H IR . WA REIR B 2 RId A1 B4
AIE, HRTHEASH ERIEESL SR FE. @ on the verge of: WF--,
P @ side with: &5 (FEA) &, fn (L) BREHILKE. @ go
against the tide of the times: HiF{EHlik. ® In other words: #ifyi%
B, 52, © tostand pat: 7¢I, R3S,
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and actions throughout his lifetime will show clearly where
he stood in this struggle.

'The name “Spring and Autumn Pericd” comes from the Spring
and Autumn Anaals, a historical record (722-481 B.C.) of the state of
Lu. However, historians generally take the year 770 B.C., the first year
of the Fastern Chou Dynasty, as the beginning of the Spring and
Autumn Pericd and 476 B.C. (when the Warring States Pericd began)
as its end.

2Archaeolegical excavations at Houchiachuang in Anyang, Honan
Province, have revealed large Yin tombs each containing the remains of
nearly 400 slaves.

3Tso Chuan, Prince Ting, 4th year.

1 Discourses of the States, “Discourses of Chou.”

sHistorical Records, “Annals of Chou Dynasty”; also Discourses of
the States, “Discourses of Chou.”

8 Discourses of the States, “Discourses of Chou.”

"Tso Chuan, Prince Hsiang, 23rd year.

8bid., Prince Ai, 17th year.

Tbid., Prince Ai, 25th year.

107hid., Prince Chao, 20th year.

utpid., Prince Chao, 3rd year.

2]bid., Prince Chac, Sth year.

t51bid., Prince Chao, 26th year, and 3rd year.

4]bid., Prince Chao, 32nd year.

5Tbjd., Prince Chao, 3rd year.
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