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Message

Culture is a long-term vision and sentiment, and what an individual, an organisation and a
national spirit call home. Founded in China, the Industrial and Commercial Bank of China
Limited has embarked on a journey of global expansion. Staying true to our mission of exalting
the excellence of our nation’s culture, we endeavour to create a modern corporate culture
that is unique and alluring all at once, and which enables us to sharpen our competitive edge
as we set out to achieve long-term sustainable development. After twenty years of solid work,
the ICBC culture has grown into a garden of prosperity and charm. Among the many fruits of
this garden is Shanghai Bank Museum, inaugurated in April 2000 after two years of planning
and fabrication. The country’s first and only museum for the financial industry, Shanghai
Bank Museum, with its rich artefacts and vivid reconstruction settings, has faithfully recorded
the vicissitudes of Shanghai’s banking industry over the past 150 years, as well as the brave
advancements and glory of our fellow bankers.

Shanghai and Hong Kong are each other’s perfect foil. Although the two cities have followed
vastly different paths in their development through time, Shanghai and Hong Kong are twin
cities sharing the same aura and style. As major financial centres and cosmopolitans in China,
each of the twins holds rich historical treasures and the roots of sophisticated cultures. The
banking industry played a crucial, catalytic role as the two small coastal cities evolved into
financial centres. From native banks to modern banks, from early times to the present day, the
banking industries in Shanghai and Hong Kong have overcome daunting challenges, and gone
through times of glory, difficulties and progress. The banks have emerged as pearls nurtured
by time, washed and perfected by the waves of history.

In the light of this, and to celebrate the 10th anniversary of Hong Kong’s return to China

and the first anniversary of ICBC’s public listing in Shanghai and Hong Kong, we have jointly
organised this exhibition - The Development of Banks in Shanghai and Hong Kong - with the
Leisure and Cultural Services Department of the Hong Kong SAR Government. The exhibition
sets out to spread and glorify financial culture par excellence, as well as promote the
corporate image of ICBC. Through enhancing the cultural exchange of the banking industries
in Shanghai and Hong Kong, this project marks the beginning of a new chapter of banking
development in the two cities.

The several hundred valuable exhibits on display here open the door to a rich and exceptional
experience, as well as provide a channel for us to re-visit history, experience the present and
look into the future. We sincerely hope you could savour these precious gifts from history as

you relive the epic journey of China’s financial industry development.

47

Jiang Jianging
Chairman of the Industrial and Commercial Bank of China Limited
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Message

Shanghai and Hong Kong are two important financial centres of our country. We both are
windows to the world and are highly receptive to new things. Despite the twists and turns over
the past century, we have both emerged into prosperous and vibrant metropolises. In recent
years, we saw an increasingly close economic and cultural co-operation between Shanghai
and Hong Kong, which will be further strengthened by the China’s reform and opening-up

policy.

As one of the most established banks in the Mainland, the Industrial and Commercial Bank
of China (ICBC) has set up the Shanghai Bank Museum, the first of its kind in our country.
Initiated by the ICBC, the Museum has teamed up with the Hong Kong Museum of History
to bring to Hong Kong an informative and interesting exhibition on the banking industry of
the two places. This meaningful collaboration will add a new dimension to the already strong
relationship between Shanghai and Hong Kong.

The 21st Century is an age of information. In a world where development is based on
knowledge and information, museums have an important role to play in knowledge sharing
and learning. | look forward to more such meaningful collaborations between the museums of
Shanghai and Hong Kong to broaden the horizons of our cultural landscape, which will help us
to meet the challenges ahead.

May | wish the “Development of Banks in Shanghai and Hong Kong” Exhibition every success!

1§ e

Tsang Tak-sing
Secretary for Home Affairs
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