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Herodotus

Herodotus was a Greek historian who was born in
Halicarnassus, Caria (modern-day Bodrum, Turkey)
and lived in the fifth century BC (c. 484-425 BC), a
contemporary of Socrates. He is widely referred to as
“The Father of History”. The Histories (this book is so
call as The Histories of Herodotus) is the only work
which he is known to have produced, a record of his
“inquiry” on the origins of the Greco-Persian Wars,
including a wealth of geographical and ethnographical
information. Some of his stories were fanciful and
others inaccurate; yet he states that he was reporting
only what was told to him and was often correct in his
information. Despite Herodotus’ historical significance,
little is known of his personal history.
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare's plays, Shelley's poems,
mark Twain's novels and Nietzsche's works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people's mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country's culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People's Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in China. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing "spiritual civilization", it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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The Bedside Classics
of
Wearkd Literature, Philosophy and Psychalogy

Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics bring you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology books that have stood the test
of time — at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud addictions to your bookshelf. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The titles of the
sixth set of The Bedside Classics are:

The Works of Edgar Allan Poe Vol. I by Edgar Allan Poe 30.00

Common Sense by Thomas Paine 20.00
The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoyevsky 58.00
Confucian Analects translated by James Legge 38.00
The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire

Vol. I by Edward Gibbon 28.00
Essays of Mongtaine Complete Vol. [

by Michel de Montaigne 45.00
Memoirs of Napoleon Bonaparte — Complete Vol. 1

by Louis de Bourrienne 46.00
Paradise Lost by John Milton 16.00
Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes 35.00
The History of Herodotus — Vol. I by Herodotus 26.00
Jean-Christophe by Romain Rolland (Volume III) 30.00
The Moon and the Sixpence by W. Somerset Maugham 16.00
On War by Carl von Clausewitz 20.00
All's Well That Ends Well by William Shakespeare 30.00
The World as Will and Idea by Arthur Schopenhauer

(Volume II) 28.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional bar code on the back
cover. If you have any suggestions, please go to the publisher’s weibo: http://
weibo.com/Irs 2009. Or visit the publisher’s web-side. Or call 024-23284321.
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BOOK 1

THE FIRST BOOK OF
THE HISTORIES, CALLED CLIO

C_ Z his is the Showing forth of the Inquiry of

Herodotus of Halicarnassos, to the end that "
neither the deeds of men may be forgotten by lapse
of time, nor the works ™ great and marvellous, which
have been produced some by Hellenes and some by
Barbarians, may lose their renown; and especially that
the causes may be remembered for which these waged
war with one another.

1. Those of the Persians who have knowledge of
history declare that the Phenicians first began the
quarrel. These, they say, came from that which is
called the Erythraian Sea to this of ours; and having
settled in the land where they continue even now to
dwell, set themselves forthwith to make long voyages
by sea. And conveying merchandise of Egypt and of
Assyria they arrived at other places and also at Argos;
now Argos was at that time in all points the first of the
States within that land which is now called Hellas; -
the Phenicians arrived then at this land of Argos, and
began to dispose of their ship's cargo: and on the fifth
or sixth day after they had arrived, when their goods
had been almost all sold, there came down to the sea
a great company of women, and among them the
daughter of the king; and her name, as the Hellenes
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also agree, was lo the daughter of Inachos. These
standing near to the stern of the ship were buying
of the wares such as pleased them most, when of a
sudden the Phenicians, passing the word from one to
another, made a rush upon them; and the greater part
of the women escaped by flight, but Io and certain
others were carried off. So they put them on board
their ship, and forthwith departed, sailing away to

Egypt.

2. In this manner the Persians report that o came to
Egypt, not agreeing therein with the Hellenes, ' and
this they say was the first beginning of wrongs. Then
after this, they say, certain Hellenes (but the name of
the people they are not able to report) put in to the city
of Tyre in Phenicia and carried off the king's daughter
Europa; - these would doubtless be Cretans; - and
so they were quits for the former injury. After this
however the Hellenes, they say, were the authors of
the second wrong; for they sailed in to Aia of Colchis
and to the river Phasis with a ship of war, and from
thence, after they had done the other business for
which they came, they carried off the king's daughter
Medea: and the king of Colchis sent a herald to the
land of Hellas and demanded satisfaction for the rape
and to have his daughter back; but they answered that,
as the Barbarians had given them no satisfaction for
the rape of lo the Argive, so neither would they give
satisfaction to the Barbarians for this.

3. In the next generation after this, they say,
Alexander the son of Priam, having heard of these
things, desired to get a wife for himself by violence
“I from Hellas, being fully assured that he would not
be compelled to give any satisfaction for this wrong,
inasmuch as the Hellenes gave none for theirs. So
he carried off Helen, and the Hellenes resolved to
send messengers first and to demand her back with



