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Preface

Foshan can be regarded as a resplendent gem in the Pearl River Delta Region. As a renowned city
of history and culture in China, it used to be one of the four ancient towns and one of the four largest
distribution centres of commodities as early as the Ming and the Qing Dynasties, which was well-known
throughout the whole nation. The thriving business and logistics formed through the long history and the
abundant ecological civilization gave rise to a reservoir of precious resources of the intangible cultural

heritage.

The intangible cultural heritage is the significant cultural heritage that is historically created and
accumulated by the people, including oral teaching, performing arts, social practice, festivals and
ceremonies, knowledge and practice on the nature and the universe, traditional handicrafts, the open
spirit of culture, and the cultural character of inheritance and innovation, which symbolise the vigorous
and endless life motion and cultural implication. Meanwhile, it shapes the unique national spirit and
character through the means of living inheritance. It is in a critical position through the process of social
civilization and in the life practice. As a result, the protection and the appropriate utilization of the
intangible cultural heritage have great significance for constructing a harmonious society, cultivating the

national spirit, and promoting the sustainable development of the innovative society.

In the late twenty—first century, under the impact of the economic globalization and the modernization
of social life, the intangible cultural heritage is faced with severe crises. In order to protect and rescue
the valuable intangible cultural heritage of China, the General Office of the State Council issued the
document of the Opinions on Strenthening the Protection of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of China,
and the measures such as a whole set of procedures, standards and evaluations and selections were

introduced nationwide for applying for entering the list level by level. Approved by the State Council, the




Ministry of Culture and the Guangdong Provincial Department of Culture, thirteen items of intangible
cultural heritage from Foshan have entered the national list. Nineteen items are on the provincial list
while twenty—nine items are on the municipal list and fifty—three items are on the district list. Besides,
because of the custom of Foshan Spring Festival on the provincial list, Foshan was recommended to
apply to be the National Demonstration Region for Protecting the Traditional Chinese Festivals and
the application is being processed. All these items on the lists at all levels are the splendid gems of the
representative intangible cultural heritage of Foshan, which are the spiritual wealth prized by Foshan
people from generation to generation. Now, many items are inherited in the crises, developing through
the difficulties, and spreading overseas, which play a role of immense national cohesion that unites
the Chinese people, such as Cantonese opera which was honored as "the red bean of South China" by
Premier Zhou Enlai, the vigorous and auspicious lion dance, the simple but beautiful Shiwan pottery
making techniques, the magnificent and exquisite paper cuttings, the classic and profound woodcut New
Year pictures, and the Qiu Se full of songs and dances for celebrating the harvest, which are the mirror

of the solid foundation of the renowned cultural city and the fruit of Foshan people's wisdom.

These representative inheritors in Foshan master the overall or specialized knowledge and consummate
skills of a certain intangible cultural heritage item, maintaining the vivid function of the different

intangible cultural heritage items to discard the old and take in the fresh.

Under the leadership of the provincial and municipal governments, due to the joint efforts made by the
vast number of cultural workers, Foshan not only has made satisfactory achievements in the aspect of
the application for entering the intangible cultural heritage lists, but also has done a lot of work in terms
of inheritance, utilization, and publicity and promotion and has established and improved the topic
museums and memorial halls of folk culture such as Cantonese opera, martial arts, pottery, and folk arts.
Also, Foshan is endowed with seventeen national and provincial titles of "the hometown of the national

arts and folk arts" such as "the hometown of Qiu Se," "the hometown of Cantonese opera and tunes,"




" "the hometown of ceramic arts", and "the hometown of martial

"the hometown of the arts of lion dance,
arts". Some districts such as Shunde and Nanhai also set up the bases for the protection of intangible

cultural heritage. This practice has gained satisfactory and wide—ranging influence in the society.

Today, the research and development of intangible cultural heritage are in a new historical period. A
brandnew concept that wins many people's supports is being shaped through the transformation of the
civilisation of human. The cultural heritage and the intangible cultural heritage have already become
public property with the values of history and culture, deserving our care and inheritance. In order to
further enhance people's awareness of intangible cultural heritage and the appreciation of the nature
and the characteristics of the traditional culture, fully demonstrate Foshan's rich resources of intangible
cultural heritage, and reflect the situations of protection, inheritance, utilization, and development in
Foshan, the Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection Centire of Foshan organized the experts and scholars
to compile the [llustrated Book of Foshan Intangible Cultural Heritage List Items which was finished
in ten months. It is a collection of nineteen items on the intangible cultural heritage lists from the
provincial level and above, which is a demonstration of the achievements of the protection work of this

phase.

With more than 130,000 words and over 200 pictures, the book is not limited to the conceptual and
general aesthetic descriptions, but relies on the field study, the direct observation and the understanding
of the details and process to obtain the first—hand materials, and is presented to the readers through the
research and proof of the authors concerned with the specific topics. The authors seek to introduce the
contents of the nineteen representative items including the areas of inheritance, their historical origins,
their patterns of expression, and the existing status of inheritance, objectively and systematically. With a
rich content and the deepened multi—cultural pattern, it is the first book that has a complete description
of the intangible cultural heritage. It is not only an informative, academic, and documentary book but is

also featured by its readability for the public to appreciate.




In the process of the compilation of the lllusirated Book of Foshan Intangible Cultural Heritage List
ltems, a number of experts, scholars and staff have paid a lot of hard work, and hereby we would like to

express to them our heartfelt thanks.

Editorial Department of
The lllustrated Book of Foshan Intangible Cultural Heritage List Items
October 2008
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