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Prekace

Talking with Foreigners about Campus Life, as a new title in the book series, is more than
an ordinary oral English book. It’s supposed to be popular reading materials among college stu-
dents. This book presents readers with the whole picture of campus life, with a view to provoke
in-depth thinking.

This book consists of 50 popular topics in 10 chapters, namely I’'m a Freshman, My First
Lesson, Fashion Goer, Growing Pains, My Love Story, Hardworking, Volunteers’ Smile, Career
Planning, Job Glimpse and Upon Graduation. It covers almost every part of campus life with a
focus on communicating with foreigners. With this book, readers can have a better understand-
ing of campus life so as to talk with native English speakers with ease and confidence. “Words
Storm & Phrases™ are listed for each topic while “Background Information” is provided for
readers in an easy-to-understand manner. Meanwhile, this book goes with an MP3/CD-ROM
read by native experts, whose standard pronunciation will definitely improve readers’ listening
comprehension skills.

Each topic in this book is independent of the others. Readers can find most interesting ones
to practice first rather than working through the book one by one. Once a topic is chosen, it is
recommended to read a few useful sentences about it before turning to new words and phrases.
After learning the key words and phrases, readers can go though the dialogues or practice them
with partners by role-playing to have fun. Readers can review words and phrases in several days
and try to make up a new dialogue as well. If the book can be used in this way, readers can get
the most out of it to improve the English proficiency and have pleasant conversations with for-
eigners.

I wish to acknowledge Ms. Kristen Yu who has been teaching oral English in China for
years. She has carefully proofread the script and given some constructive comments. Also, I’'m
grateful to Drew Bass, an American student in China. She has offered many good ideas and im-
proved the wording. Finally, my thanks go to friends who have direct contact with foreigners.
They have also spent lots of time and energy on the book.

Hopefully, this book will help readers have some great conversations with foreigners and

have fun learning English.

Editor



Hi &

ARVER “EIIR RIIAFPE— R, AR ABET L EHIGELTES,
EAER Y, X R AYRK AT EAR LIRS, ARG IRE AR K
AR e A W GRSy BT, S — R R, ISR A v SR A TR I TR

L4335 10 F 50 ME  WIRER], BwIR MEIEA, AEIRK, Ak,
WK T, AR BOVRLR RRBU AL, JL PR T R AR T T TN,
[ Bty 2 T 5 AMNE A B TEC X — R A, M T & RRTESL., —HHEF, ML
AT DASY st 4 AR K 2 AR I AR TR 1 T R 2, RN S IGEEHE A L3 FE Ak,
AT M, SHEEMA I & E”, LAEBREYSRERG, tAh, A IEENE
HITRE T KB, X3S MEBE R AR T 85 8 1M S5 B AR
A4, ABERA B SNEIE R SNE L R B A MP3 Jtak, H{EAMA 140 e
& & 2 R IR EIR AR &

AA R RAER I SRR, AR EAEE AR . ERIER, 3EE T DUARYE H
TG, MEBERI TR, R TE, WLRESEE, BolER . &
RS RARBIRE, EAEMENRE, &5, BT, BT LAKF B0 A 5>
A, FEINEREARE, R B2 g, w7 LALE I Sk I S g i A S A
KiE, KA CHR—BOTE, MEESXAENTE, BETURSFAARS, E2RE
EIGEAKCE . SANE AR R H H

AR —HNFIEE DB Kristen Yu L LINEHAZ T 1M, B TRZEHN
HIESEI 5 SEE B4 Drew Bass A BIIgERITER, XTHRIET THE /5
MEALEE. AR BN MM S —LLEE, MARMH T 8575, it
T

HoK, PR M fAELHR AL, BEEMEENFEDLATERNZ G, #iT
fRIE.

mE

II



Contents

—]
K

0000000V EO00000000P 0000000000000 0000000000C000O00CE0C0C00C0N0CQ00C0SO0O0CS

I'm a Freshman #Dﬂ&‘ﬁglj ......................................................................................... 1
] Hey, Bro XK/%E*H\I% ......................................................................................... 1
2 Freshman Party %ﬁim’(ﬁ ................................................................................... 6
3 Tour of Campus &Zﬁfi ................................................................................ 10
4 Dot life FRATEC FETT -oivs svovmwernmmisnssmsnassonsssamensinssny s sbhs s e e ey e TS 15
5  Homesick EE? ............................................................................................ 20
My First Lesson %—ﬁi% ....................................................................................... 25
6 Campus Military Training %i}”uﬂ}fe .................................................................. 25
7 Difficult Decisions jﬁi%,‘f’g%g ............................................................................ 30
8 Running for the Election ﬁj‘iﬂ{& .................................................................... 35
9 Student Clubs LEZ3 3L -susshnsismmmenrnnmmmmnomennnns sampasonssseseds st ss s ommsss sl saisihssins 39
10 Early Bird IKH %Eé}f\- ...................................................................................... 44
Fashion Goer B'{I’fé‘,jit* .......................................................................................... 49
11 KmpFa SUEERRIL  cvwssmmsmsmss s st sessssasiomss coanssh s secsssenssnestnon 49
12 'GOSSIHGIIE SRR s rimnmsnmsmomewsasonsins sssmamns smvsionm s o 355 T S st 54
13 E_Shopping %ﬂffﬁ(f’gﬁ}(ﬁ ..................................................................................... 59
14  White Christmas Eé%iﬂ ............................................................................. 64
15 Dlglta] Craze ﬁﬂilj‘]\ .................................................................................. 69

III



| 6 Fiestals Coming ﬂ:fgﬁ%ﬁﬁg ......................................................................... 74
] _’7 Cosplay Show &@ﬁé ............................................................................. 79
| & NEET Generation ﬂ“é‘%—‘ﬁ% ........................................................................... 84
19 Grow]ng Up }ﬁfﬁyﬁ*L ................................................................................... 89
/0 Finance 101 EEM ARG wesenensisnss v st RS T e S SR e s S g o S vl 94
My Love Story ;mfgglg:" ............................... AT A AR T TR ey il 5. Bihie mia oo sss e miointaid 99
21 Sweet Love ?;‘H’%fg ........................................................................................ 99
77 Are You the One Eﬂii};ﬁ@fjﬁ ........................................................................... 104
23 UplyBetty “HEE" Tl wummmmmrass it st soaiss ioisaesigesss’ 109
24 Quickie Weddlng r}q a§ % iﬁ .......................................................................... 114
725  Where Is My Mr. Charming ﬁlj}‘(f{&‘fﬁ ......................................................... 119
Hardworking )m*%?i’] ........................................................................................ 124
26 StudySpots Bl 3 ST I srcomniossirrmasariaschtisninsiesaiisss cirsusssenissssesonsusin siasss 124
27 Language Partners |13 “I417 - oeeeemmmmrmnresssesssesessesesesssesesssssessseeseesenns 128
28 EnjoyReading T ERITE e vmmueosomsiosinismisssinnsmestoromssssasssbonisss s somssnns 134
29 Go10:Grad'School FETIE FR - -ovswmmmmnenomnenismosspsissssss e s sssmssnssasmassmisssmaasms 139
30 Flying Fish T80l oiosomunuessmussssrsssmnmsssmssramssinimismnmesnaiisipensss 144
YVolunteers' Smile TR IR < ivuco- v o et sammsmsuyin S 6o 338 s ssmasi s eoss s i st brivinres 149
31 1Give Blood, Will You BRI TETE c+eeeeeeeeeererieiiiiiiiiiinieiieieeeeere e e 149
32 Environmental Consciousness FRRTT T cceerieeiimsiiniiininnnvnininrenenninesereeeenieneens 155
33  Olympic Volunteers Bz “/NE” coveerrrmiin e 160
34 Visit to SOS Children’s Village FEHEJLEEAT coeveereeeremmimmiinciiiiinnie e 166
35 AIDS Awareness Campaign () ZREZLZZAT «oovvrererrreemiiieeiieiis et 171
Carcer PRaniing BANEEERIE -« oot st e meascans sy aumesie iessm i a6 8o i e 176
36  Occupational Test HEMPIMTT --vovevereerirenieeeeereer e s eeeereee e e eeeeseeeeens 176
37 Office Specialist FIINTATR coscvrmvsuisersmmssasmsssiesfamniwbn sasplosss fsvssqsas g sy sbus 181
38 Job Hutititig aild TOEIC — pBEEMUIIL oosecsmmnimsmssmsnsnssssonsmmsanssoamamsorsminisems 186
39 Work to Live or Live to Work T AERYELI cccoveeeeervrerarmrnreeriiereresseesonsresssoseees 192

v



40 Understanding Corporate Culture SIS ---ovveereeiemiiiiiiis 197
JOD GHMPSE FITRIREG -+++--1evesessesmsssmssersssssesmsmesionsessarassesassesssmoassinass snonsensasassies 202
41 Interview Tips THIR ST <msnmamensnsamenss soswansspmeussmusins ssisssosws roasain o E A SR 202
472  The First Taste of Working Life T ARG -ovoveviminiiiii 207
432  Rookie at Work HR%MA ............... SO SA S SR N A S SR SN 4 Ve e S SR S 0 e e 211
44 Koep the Faith FEERERTE: -coivrosvsminsmmmomssstissmsnmsmsivisinsissmartssbaiisorstmmncnsssnss 216
45 Coming Back from Overseas “YFfR” 5 “HGHT" ooovervemmmien, 220
Upon Graduation EENVBFT - .ccccovvmiiiiimmiiiiiiiminsome o sssssssin s ssesssninasonas 225
46 FleaMarket BhTRmTiF s somsmmrussomesmumimismneomussssinsosmssoses sysonsssasssonosionssins 225
47 The Commencement Week EEMVJE -ooeerereemmmmmiiiiieee e 230
48 Graduation Party ORI sissnemsomsswssrascumanvasrsosusvsmisnmmsssanssassnessorussss s iRt HEsFs 235
49 Never Say Goodbye HMEDTHT T --veevreermemmeemiiiniiie 240
50 TowsdrdsaBright Putare JEEETRHR cosessscoenmrsmissenesmersunasssibiaimmnssasiovstsssiusssans 245



I'm a Freshman
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Hey, Bro
IR &

Useful Expressions

1. The weather was pretty good and the journey
was uneventful.

2. You must be exhausted after such a long flight.
3. It has always been my dream to visit China.

4. | applied for a student exchange program, | got
in, and here | am!

5. | just can't wait to explore a brand new life here
in China.

6. First and foremost, college is completely differ-
ent than high school.

7. College life means a lot more freedom.

8. We will have to take responsibility for our own
schoolwork and after school activities from now
on.

9. It might be a little nerve-racking for us since
everything would be thrown at us at the same
time.

10. Once we're settled into everyday college life,

everything would become much easier.

11. We need to become more mature in order to
survive college life.

12. We can even miss a few classes without a let-
ter being sent home to our parents.
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Marcus: Hey, you must be Jamie Smith from the United States.

Jamie: Yes, I’'m Jamie. I’m from California.

M:

=

i B -

I’'m Marcus. I’ll be your college classmate. How do you do?

How do you do, Marcus? It’s so nice of you to come and meet me at the airport.

: My pleasure. How was your flight?

Pretty good. The weather was pretty good and the journey was uneventful.
I’'m glad to hear that. You must be exhausted after such a long flight. Would you like to sit
down and rest for a few minutes?

Umm...I"d rather go to the College.

: Ok, let’s take the shuttle bus. This way, please.

Thank you, Marcus. Will it take long to get to the College?

: It's only a 15 minute drive from here.

That’s great! What time is it right now?

: Itis11:30 a.m.

So we’re 16 hours ahead of San Francisco. I need to reset my watch.

: Yes. All of the clocks and watches here in China are set to Beijing Standard Time.

Yeah, I know China is the largest country with only one time zone, right?

: That’s right! So you’re from California, the place where the sun always shines?

(Laughs) Yes. I live in the city of Pleasanton, located on the San Francisco Area’s east side.

: It must be an amazing place.

Yes, you can find almost everything there, great work opportunities, top ranked schools...
and fabulous shopping, of course.

: That sounds great! So you decided to come to China for study?

Well, it has always been my dream to visit China. So I applied for a student exchange pro-

gram, I got in, and here I am!

: Now it’s a dream come true.

Yes! I just can’t wait to explore a brand new life here in China.

: I’m sure you’ll have a great time here.

Thank you, Marcus.
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Marcus: Hey, Jamie! How did the departmental reception go the other day? Sorry I missed it.

Jamie: Oh, it was great, Marcus. We got to know each other, and the dean.

M: He is a nice guy, isn't he?

J: Yes, he extended a very warm welcome to all of the new students and gave us a bunch of
great tips on college life.

M: Such as making the most of the reception by mingling with your peers?

He did mention that.

;r

Wow, I was actually kidding just now. So what are the other great tips?
Iz Well, first and foremost, college is completely different than high school.
M: That’s for sure. But in what sense? Was he more specific?

[

He said that college life would mean a lot more freedom for us.

M: Does that mean we can walk out of a classroom without a hall pass?
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J: Yep. We can even miss a few classes without a letter being sent home to our parents, Mar-
cus.

M: Wow, that’s cool.

J: Not really, Marcus. Actually, I think we need to become more mature in order to survive
college life.

M: Seriously?

J: Seriously! We will have to take responsibility for our own schoolwork and after school ac-
tivities from now on.

M: Oh, you mean we’re growing up.

J: Yes! The dean told us that it might be a little nerve-racking for us since everything would be
thrown at us at the same time.

M: I’ve got that feeling already. I’m feeling overwhelmed, Jamie.

J: Don’t worry. He assured us that once we’re settled into everyday college life, everything
would become much easier.

M: 1 really hope so.

J: Ok, Marcus, the dean prepared a Freshman Guide for us. I also got a copy for you. Here you
are.

M: Wow, he’s really considerate. Thank you, Jamie.
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Freshman Party
TR

Useful Expressions

1. 1 don’t think I'm handling college life so well.

2. High school success doesn’t automatically ap-
ply to college.

3. All the actions taken during this first year of col-
lege would have a major impact on the rest of
one’s college experience.

4. A good beginning is already half the battle.

5. Freshmen tend to be overwhelmed by the joy
they feel about going off to college and end up
coming here totally unprepared.

6. Quite a number of students drop out before
completing their sophomore year.

7. When | first came here, | used to be lost and
in desperate need of someone to guide me
through.

8. You should be sure to be yourself and try to
enjoy your college experience as much as pos-
sible.

9. I've been feeling so much stress and home-
sickness these days.

10. College life is too much for me.

11. The first few weeks on campus are extremely
critical for new students.

12. In college, the professors post the assign-
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Yolanda: Hey, Chuck, have you seen Julia these days? I don’t think she is handling college life

so well.

Chuck: Oh, really? She used to be the class president in high school. She was even a valedicto-

rian.

¥:  Come on, Chuck. High school success doesn’t automatically apply to college.

That’s true. Everything here on campus is new to her, you know. Maybe she finds it hard to

make the transition to college.

Y:  Well, she told me the other day that she could hardly deal with all the critical decisions she

had been supposed to make.

C: She really needs to understand that it’s part of our transition into adulthood. So what did

you say to her?

Y: Oh, I tried to convince her that all the actions taken during this first year of college would

have a major impact on the rest of one’s college experience.
C: That’s so true, Yolanda! A good beginning is already half the battle.

Y:  Yeah, but it’s never easy to survive the first year. Freshmen tend to be overwhelmed by the

joy they feel about going off to college and end up coming here totally unprepared.

C: It’s a commonplace. I know quite a number of them drop out before completing their sopho-

more year.
¥:  Uh-huh, so I tried to tell Julia how to get a good start and thrive in college.

C: That’s very nice. When I first came here, I used to be lost and in desperate need of someone

to guide me through.

Y:  Me too, Chuck! I know the feeling. So I told her whatever she does, she should be sure to

be herself and try to enjoy her college experience as much as possible.

C: Wow, that’s quite impressive. I guess you’ve actually gave her the most critical tip for life

in general!
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Yolanda: I’ve been feeling so much stress and homesickness these days, Chuck. College life is

too much for me.

Chuck: Oh, Yolanda, the first few weeks on campus are extremely critical for new students. You

Q 0 <

Q <

need to cheer up and not let anything wear you down!
I know! But I hate the feeling of being lost.
Ok, let me share with you some tips that once helped me survive my first year.
Wow, Chuck, I’d appreciate that!
Ok. First of all, you have to get organized. In high school, the teachers tended to lead you
through all the homework and due dates. In college, the professors post the assignments and
expect you to be prepared.
Exactly! The professor for Sociology simply gave us the reading list for the entire semester
and said nothing. I was freaked out!
Oh, it’s no big deal. You’ll get used to it soon. You can actually meet with your professors.
Seriously? Will they be available?
Of course. They usually schedule office hours. You can take advantage of that time to get to
know them.
Wow, I should think about it, just in case later in the semester I run into some snags.
Ok, Yolanda, as for your feeling homesick like you don’t quite belong, you should consider
extracurriculars.
You mean student organizations?
Not necessary. Clubs or sports teams are also good. Oh, by the way, have you ever had a
campus tour?
Sure. I came here several months ago with my parents. But still I don’t really know my way
around campus.
Then I strongly suggest you to go on another one. The faster you learn your way around
campus, the more at ease you’ll feel.
All right! Can I ask you for another favor, Chuck? (Laughs)
Want me to show you around? No problem!
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Words Storm Phrases
valedictorian BSHFNFERR | apolyto BRT
thiive R, MK i drop out BE, WA
crtica RN, @y getagood star A
extracurricular RIS, MUSREY : wear down BT, HIsS



