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The Wild Swans

Once upon a time, in a far
away land there lived a King
and Queen who had eleven |
sons and one daughter called
Elise. They all lived together
very happily.

However, one day the
beautiful Queen suddenly
passed away. The King
married a new Queen. This Queen was a witch. She
hated the children beyond all measure and drove
Elise out into the countryside. She secretly turned
the eleven princes into wild swans.

The King missed Elise very much, so he fetched
her back from the countryside. When the Queen
saw that Elise was as beautiful as a flower in bloom,
she was exceedingly angry. She put three toads in
Elise's bathroom, kissing each one and ordering them
to wait until Elise bathed. One of them was to sit
on her head, one of them was to sit on her forehead,
and one of them was to sit on her chest. She wanted
to make Elise as ugly and vicious as a toad.
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However, Elise was too /r
beautiful and too kind. p 4
These toads had no effect /

on her whatsoever. When
they touched her body
they all turned into poppy
flowers.

The Queen would not
stop at this. She painted
Elise's body with a stinking
ointment and ruffled her [
beautiful hair into a nasty §
mess. Now, poor Elise was both dark and dirty. Even
her father did not recognise her.

Elise was very sad. She left the palace and went
to find her brothers. She walked straight on, passing
fields and marshlands, until she came to the shore
of a small lake. When she saw her own shadow
in the water, she had a big fright. However, when
she washed her hands and rubbed her cheeks and
forehead, her snow-white skin shone through. She
took off her clothes and washed herself clean in the
lake. She continued to walk into the heart of the
forest.
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Soon, she bumped into an
old woman. The old woman told
her that at the seaside close by
there were eleven swans wearing
golden crowns. They landed
there every day.
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Elise thanked the old woman /
and walked until she arrived at the
seaside. Just as the old woman had
said, there, in the fading sunlight,
were eleven swans wearing golden
crowns flying over. As soon as they
landed on the ground, they turned
into the eleven princes. They were
her brothers. Elise rushed into their
arms, crying with joy.

When the sun rose again, the
princes turned back into swans.
The princes decided to take their little sister Elise
away from this land. They worked all night weaving
a huge, sturdy net and made Elise lie in 1t. They
then took the net in their beaks and, in the rays of
the morning sun, flew towards the ocean.

High up in the clouds, they flew as fast as they
could. The youngest brother remained above Elise
the whole time, using his wings to protect her from
the glaring sunlight.

As the sun was about to set, they arrived at an
island kingdom. That evening, Elise continually
prayed. She wished to dream of a way to save her
brothers.
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nettles and dress her
Only this could break t
However, during this time, she
speak. If she said one word, the
brothers would be killed.

Elise woke up from her dream a
went to look for nettles. The nettles
stung her like fire. Her hands and arms
were covered in blisters. However, to
save her dear brothers, she was willing
to put up with this torment.

From this time on, Elise did not
speak. She wove the armour day and
night.

One day, the King of this country came out to
hunt and happened upon the beautiful Elise. He fell
deeply in love with her. Dismissing the opposition
of the bishop, he took her as his Queen. Lovely
Elise still didn't utter a word.
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By day, Elise was with the King. At night, she
waited until the King had fallen asleep and then
quietly went to a shack to weave the armour. The
bishop was always whispering slander about Elise
into the King's ear, but the King loved Elise and did
not believe what the bishop said.

When Elise had woven the seventh suit of
armour, she ran out of nettles. She needed to go to
the cemetery to pick some more. In the cemetery
was a hoard of vampires. They glared at her with
terrifying eyes. Elise plucked up courage, walked
past them and picked the nettles. This was seen by
the bishop and the King. The King believed the
bishop's accusations, and thought that Elise was a
witch.




