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Foreword

I am overwhelmed with joy by the notion of ““Mountains yet
Mountains”” and ““Flowers yet Flowers”” proposed by Wang lJialin for
his artistic expectation. What overwhelmed me is that within only a spell
of several years he gained a lot of insights which may take other people
dozens of years of hard work to achieve, this is a proof of his brilliantness.
What gave me a thrill is that he has already, for his art, opened a new field,
with enormous space and unlimited future, possibility, and wonder. It is his

lucky to embark toward this journey of art.

Fundamentally, ““Mountains yet Mountains”” and ““Flowers yet
Flowers”” are philosophical propositions, which | understand, does not
simply mean that mountains are not mountains, or flowers are no longer
flowers. Chinese painting theory has one very classic saying: ““start learning
with nature, obtain the source of spirit””, meaning that after obtaining the
soul from the natural life, one must go back to one s own soul, sow the

seeds, and yield his own fruit.

"Source of spirit" is only an idea, which means that "mind" is the source,

fundamental and the starting point of art. It is an inside out approach. Jialin
said the flowers and mountains he painted are no longer the mountains
and flowers in his eyes, but the flowers and mountains he feels from heart,

representing a kind of noble spirit, a true feeling and a respect for beauty.

I think Wang lJialin = s artistic idea gave us inspiration in many aspects. For
many years | have been thinking: what is ““Chinese painting””? What is
the cultural source of““Chinese painting”? How has the form of““Chinese
painting”” been developed? How to structure the contemporary and
progressive aspect of "Chinese painting"? A series of heavy and obscure
issues were revealed by Wang Jialin by using most simple and clear concept.
Chinese painting after all is an issue of thinking pattern, as long as the way
of thinking has been endowed with wisdom of Chinese philosophy, then

all complex issues will become easily solved.

With the notion of ““Mountains yet Mountains”” and ““Flowers yet
Flowers””, Wang Jialin lit a bright lamp on the journey to his artistic

career. The lamp will shed lights on his world of arts. He will mobilize all



his hidden potentials starting from his own "mind" with devoted artistic

attitude, which step by step will lead him to the highest level of arts.

I am fully confident in Wang Jialin = s artistic future. From him 1 felt a
very valuable spirit, which is the spirit of artistic life, he sees this spirit as
his mission and responsibility, he is dedicated himself to arts, therefore he
becomes younger and energetic. His brain and body are full of vigor and
vitality, just like the wave of sea that make his artistic creation wave after

wave, surging up.

There is an aspiration in Wang Jialin = s heart, which is his pursuit of
"beauty". He creates the world of arts with the concept, ideal and spirit of

beauty. Beauty is "the only way", is the life among his life.

I believe that an artist should have three abilities: culture, language and
skill. Wang Jialin works very hard on these abilities, his notion about
““mountain”” and ““flowers”” is the most gratifying results of his efforts.

““Yin?” and ““Yang”” in Chinese book "Yi Jing", "with and without" in

““Dao De Jing”” (““Moral Theory”?), "Qi and blood" in "Huang Di Nei
Jing" are the basic cognition to life of human beings and nature. | think by
drawing the thoughts on life of human beings, nature, arts and culture all
together, Wang lJialin set up his most robust philosophical thinking about
art, therefore he is straight, free and noumenal. After obtaining the ability
of culture, the other two just fit in naturally. This is the artistic future of

Wang Jialin.

Using metaphor, the development of Wang lJialin's artistic thoughts
and behavior is just like a symphony, his current artistic achievement is
only the overture. | firmly believe that in the near future he will reach his
summit. As his friend and a fellow sharing a common interest, | would
like to express my heartfelt best wishes to him at the time his new book is

being launched.

Zhao Guide
Nove.8, 2013, East Lake, Beijing
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A Symphony of Lines and Color

Painting is not a simple reappearance of an object, rather an instinct
and a good aspiration for nice or specific things. It is a special language,
while anyone may have feeling for beautiful things, but not everyone
is able to depict it with painting. For a person to express a real thing or
something imaginative with painting, not only he has to have a high level
of cognitions, but also has to have a certain perspective, only with these
abilities he is likely to create wonderful and imaginative paintings and be

able to express wonderful feeling of life naturally along the flow of brush.

This is a dream of many painters or people who like to become a painter. It
is very respectful and admirable if someone can express his thoughts within
a very small size of place. What he expresses on it is not only wonderful
things but also his thoughts and attitude. Mr Wang Jialin reached this

realm.

Wang lialin is a respected leader, he has a distinguished educational

background - graduated from Chemistry Department of Nankai university.
The admission to the university at that time proved that he is the elite
of the times. After graduation, he has worked different jobs, with his
wisdom and ability, he has made the amazing achievements. His work
experiences in politics, economy and culture become a valuable exercise,
a taste and feel of life. This control and leadership ability as well profound
recognition of social and human development has differentiated him from
other painters, it is his unique experiences that laid a solid foundation for
his artistic creation, Built upon his past experiences, he has achieved what
he has got today. His photographic and calligraphic creation also became a
foundation for his painting, and then, came up with the artistic state of ““

mountain yet mountain”” and ““ flower yet flower>” .

Most of his works in the series of ““flower yet flower”” are shaped
by colors and structured in a way of calligraphy, where images are cold

and warm color combinations with a very strong stretching force, the



flowers, leaves and grasses become main and collateral channels of picture.
The spirit, fragrance, nobleness and cleanness are exact expression of inner
heart of Jialin. He depicts his flowers with his personal charm. We can find
more in his picture of humanistic care, filled with imagery of metaphysical
beauty. Lotus in his work has become a blooming of mind, stirring the
inexhaustible creativity. His work reflects the soul of poem, a favor of
cleanness of lotus flower, reflecting the noble character, which is self—

metaphysical and wonderful aspiration beyond nature and ego.

"Mountain—yet—mountain", is not limited to imitation of nature but go
beyond nature and ego. Jiain s paintings give credits to his photographic
technique, which is very well know among the artistic circle. He has
been to many mountains both domestic and overseas, after many years of
accumulation, his feelings about nature and mountain ignited his desire to
express the beauty of nature. His paintings of mountains are not the specific

image of the mountains, but the mountains on his mind and heart. In his

hands, mountains have become playing rocks, with randomly found angles,
from micro to macro expressions. Combination of shape, body, color and
blocks forms a symphony of lines and Color. Such as ““flowers of life””

and ””watching”” represent a symphony of life, expressing an unlimited

life and a beautiful sound of supernatural universe.

"Mountains yet Mountains" and ““flowers yet flowers”” are philosophical
proposition which is difficult for artists to express but meanwhile though,
provide unlimited space for artists. Imitating nature and create one ”'s
own artistic language in the process of going constantly beyond oneself
and compose timeless sound of heaven, just offer a token of mutual

encouragement with Jialin.

Qi Haifeng
Jan.2, 2014
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Distilling Romantic Mood into Luminous Painting

Artistic creation is a very difficult job. It is tough because it is so difficult
for a piece of artistic work to possess both strong spirits, sense of life and
contemporary. Art is also a very agreeable thing at the same time, because
you can completely paint with your own mind and create freely. In the
process of creation, you will be very happy and joyful. This is the mystery,
wonder and charm of art. Recently, a book of Mr. Wang Jialin s
paintings, ““Flowers yet Flowers, Mountains yet Mountains””, which |

received and will be published shortly, also confirms this point of view.

Opened the collection, the first thing | feel is Mr. Wang Jialin = s strong
aspiration for art, at the same time his childlike innocence, brilliance and
kind feelings, and further, his no—holds—barred unique exploration for

artistic language.

"Flowers yet flowers, mountains yet mountains”, from the six words we
can see the coordinate that Wang Jialin sets in the process of his creation
and exploration for his art. The coordinate seems to be easy, but actually it
is not. Because for any artist, originally he see flowers as flowers, mountains
as mountains, and then flowers not as flowers, mountains not as mountains,
but finally, mountains are still mountains, flowers are still flowers. This is
the three realms that artists view nature and heaven, as a matter of fact it
is also the three stages for people to view nature and heaven. This three

stages mark the degree of an artist to understand the world and himself. If

you understand the three stages, you understand nature and heaven, you
understand life and existence. It is a very admirable thing for Mr. Wang
Jialin to make artistic creation at such an age with so bold a courage. From
the coordinate he sets for himself in this artistic works, we can also feel his

depth of understanding in art.

From his numerous paintings of porcelain, flower—and—-bird and landscape,
we can discover he has so many feelings for changes of nature, the seasons,
the ups and downs of life .It is this feeling that distill his pursuit of beauty
and kindness into his works, he boldly put aside the specific and concrete
mountains or flowers, and only capture from those flowers and mountains
that can touched him most, and present them with a unique language. This
is the mountain and flower on his mind and in his heart. His persistence in

pursuit of art alone is enough to make us deeply moved.

As a former senior leader, we should say he has a fate with art, even if
during his very busy days, he has a focus on art, and experiences the
happiness that art brings to him. It is his destiny, his blessing, because he
has a chance from another angle to experience the mystery of life and

beings.

In his works, the pureness of lotus, aloof of cold plum, brightness of

pomegranate, fantasy of landscape were all painted with his heart. He



expected that by using the concept in his heart, structure of calligraphy,
statues in words, combination of colours to create his own images. Here,
he is, in fact, taking the image of the flowers and the mountain as a carrier,
he not only strives to express the character of flowers and mountains and
sing for love of life, and at the same time shows his inner spiritual world

and the call for truth, kindness and beauty.

In a series of his works, he tried to go beyond the simple objects of
mountains and flowers and instead, to construct a harmonized relationship
between the painter and the object he drew, where the flowers and
the mountain not only possess the quality of their own, but also the
characteristics that were loaded by the painter. This loaded characteristics
is a dream of Mr. Wang Jialin, it is also because of this dream that enabled

him to get unlimited power, space, hope for his artistic creation.

From his numerous works, we can find that his paintings have strong
decorative and folk color, his composition and layout is full of imagination,
he broke up the conventional spatial relations. He uses heavy and bold
colors to express his strong desire for praising kindness and beauty. The
structure of his painting is in a random manner with childlike innocence.
He expects, with all the wisdom and inspiration, to achieve an artistic
process of transferring from physical to metaphysical, and hope with which,

to make full realization of his own inner world and his arts. From the

numerous works, we not only feel Mr. Wang Jialin unique artistic talents,

we also feel his sincere, kind and romantic feelings for art.

Since Mr. Wang lJialin is not formally trained, so he is not bonded by rules
and forms, with his unique understanding of nature, life and art, he has
attempted and explored on a variety of forms and methods. Because of his
high level of cognitive ability, he can grasp the characteristics of artistic
forms and language within a very short time, and use them attentively.
From his up—coming book, we can see his bold exploration. He uses ink
fully and delightfully, colour powerfully and structure creatively. By using
a variety of languages of ink, structure and color, he express his strong
aesthetic appeal and his unique life will, which are highly likable and

admirable.

The process of life is a process of self cultivation, through which people
constantly get to know better about nature, heaven, life and existence,
meanwhile, praise and represent it with novel and unique artistic forms.
This is true for any artist, including Mr. Wang Jialin.

Wish Mr. Wang Jialin always young in his world of art.

Han Feng
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