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Abstract

This dissertation is a study on the relationship between the
authoritarianism of Southeast Asian countries and the course of their
democratization. The research methodology includes not only the case
studies on Malaysia, Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand and Singapore but also
a comparative study between them. And this dissertation specializes in the
role that authoritarianism plays in the democratization of Southeast Asian
countries. According to it, “Democracy Trial”, “Authoritarian Government”
and “Transition” are three stages that relate to each other closely. The
authoritarianism of the Southeast Asian countries is transitional and deeply
influenced by historical and cultural heritage. The authoritarianism was the
most effective political system at that time for the Southeast Asian countries,
which has experienced the failure of “Democracy Trial” in their 1950s-
1970s, so that it is inevitable for the Southeast Asian countries in specific
social situation and at specific period. The legitimacy of Southeast Asian
Countries’ authoritarianism is about to be fading because of the development
of economy, the progress of modernization and various accidental factors in
globalization. During the “transitional” period a new kind of political system
will be established step by step, which is bound to be more suitable to
national situation of Southeast Asian Countries since it is based on the
experience of “Democracy trial” and “Authoritarianism ”. The new political
system has usually been called either “Asian Democracy” or
“Totalitarianism or Authoritarianism Labeled with Democracy”, actually it
is neither of the two but a mixture of the two; moreover, it will be
developing continuously. In short, authoritarianism is not resurgence or
retrogression, but an inevitable stage with great impact on the course of
Southeast Asian countries’ democratization.
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