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Foreword

How time flies! It has been two years since Confucius Institute of Padua ( CIP)

was established. During these two years, CIP has been becoming bigger and stronger
thanks to the good care of Hanban ( Office of Chinese Language Council ) ,
University of Padua and Guangzhou University. Now it not only acts as a means to
help the local people to learn Chinese language and culture, it also functions as a

bridge to facilitate the economic exchange between Italy and China.

As one of the first group of professors who were dispatched by the university to work
in CIP for one year, the author had witnessed the growing process of its infancy and
hence cultivated a strong passion as well as a strong sense of responsibility for it.
Though she is back in Canton, China now, the author still keeps a close attention
to any progress made by CIP, which is very, very far away in other part of the
hemisphere. The author is interested even in any news happening in Padua, the small
and tranquil university town where she had worked and lived for more than 300 days.
Now and then she will think of the scenes of old streets and squares in that town
where many pigeons and birds can be seen flying or “walking” among visitors.
Sometimes in the night she can even “hear” the sound of bells coming from the
church which is near the flat she rent to live in. In that case the faces of friends and
those of her students whom she had taught there in Padua will “flow” to her in
her mind. At that moment she came to understand those memories had been deeply

carved in her.

To many European people, China is a big but mysterious oriental country.Their
knowledge of China and Chinese people is mainly taken from news reported by

various western media. Because of cultural differences, their understanding about



China and Chinese people may not be identical with foundamental truth. With the
rise of global market, people of different part of the world are in more and more
urgent need to know each other better. Therefore, it becomes essential that barriers of
misunderstandings should be demolished so that both China and the rest of the world
can benefit from the harmonious relationship under the situation of globalization.
This explains why one after another Confucius Institute comes into being all around

the world.

Confucius Institute is not only a place where Chinese language and culture is
taught and learned, it is also a means by which Chinese people learn from the other
countries in the world. Wherever a teacher of Chinese teaches Chinese language and
culture, he/she needs to learn the language and culture of the local people. During

the process of mutual learning, we come understand each other better.

In more than 300 days while the author worked in Padua, she experienced all the
hardships that any pioneering work may bring about to a middle—aged woman living
far away from her own country and her family. Those hardships which seemed to be
unbearable at that time now have boiled down to be the treasures of life and make her

wiser and braver.

The author would like to express her sincere gratitude to all her supervisors in
Hanban and Guangzhou University. Their kind and considerate support ensured her
quality work. She also wants to say many, many thanks to all her students, colleagues
and friends in CIP and in Language Center of University of Padua. Their selfishless
help and friendship nourished and enriched the author’s life there.

Padua, her second home town!
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Thanks to the efforts of many
people from both China and ltaly,
Confucius Institute of Padua (CIP)
was established in May 2009 after
several years preparation. In this
part of the book, the author is to
recall the process of establishing
CIP by gathering together all the
relevant news reports attached
with pictures taken by the
reporters so as to help the readers
understand the history of CIP as
well as how it finally came into
being. The author would also
like to pay her sincere tribute to
the people from both China and
Italy who have helped to found
CIP and pioneered in exploring
further international cooperation

in this new era of globalization.
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Establishment of Guangzhou University Research Center of Italian Studies

SO KR FFEM  2008—02-27
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Guangzhou University News: On the afternoon of February 27, 2008, the
launching ceremony of Guangzhou University Research Center of Italian
Studies ( GURCIS ) was held in Guangzhou University, signifying that
cooperation between Guangzhou University and University of Padua, ltaly has

entered a substantive implementation stage.
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Prof. Bardasari Appointed to be Visiting Prof. of Prof. Wang Fusheng Appointed to be Visiting Porf. of

Guangzhou University Guangzhou University.



President Yu Jianshe and Professor
Bardasari, representative of the
University of Padua, ltaly delivered warm
speeches in the launching ceremony.
Vice President Qu Shaobing and
Chen Yongheng attended the lauching
ceremony. Professor Bardasari and
Professor Wang Fusheng were invited
to be visiting professors of the Research

Center.

In the lauching ceremony, President

BRI R AL R S I LHILA AT S8
President Yu Jianshe and Prof. Bardasari Unveiling the Board of GURCIS

Yu Jianshe said, “The establishment

of Guangzhou University Research 5

Center of Italian Studies will provide a good platform for the two universities

to carry out exchanges and cooperations in both teaching and research. We & g

are also pleased to learn that University of Padua is preparing to establish - g

the Padua University Research Center of Chinese Studies. | strongly believe ﬁ g

that by means of establishing research centers, the two universities will make ;%\E %
1 2

a remarkable contribution to the exchanges between the two countries. The
two universities will also expand cooperation in programmes of exchanging
students and scholars as well as in teaching and academic researches. The two
universities are planning to co—establish a Confucius Institute. And relevant
preparation work is going on smoothly.” 1In his remarks, President Yu
expressed his firm belief that through the joint efforts, the cooperations and

exchanges of the two universities will make great achivement.

University of Padua, founded in 1222, is one of the oldest universities in
Italy.The well-known scientific giant Galileo worked there in the years of
1592-1610. As one of the most famous universities in ltaly, University of

Padua holds a leading position in many disciplines.
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Giovanni Deriu, Vice President of University of Padua, Visits Guangzhou University
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