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When we do some reading, we often come across these names: the
British Isles, Britain, Great Britain, the United Kingdom. These different
name are often used to mean the same thing. But do you know the
difference between them?

The British Isles is made up of two large islands: one is called Ireland
and the other Britain. Britain, or Great Britain, is the larger of these two
islands and it is divided into three parts: Scotland, Wales and England. It
does not include Northern Ireland.

The United States is the name used at the United Nations: in full,
this is “the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern ITreland”. Tt is
that part of the British Isles ruled over by the Queen. It is made up of
Scotland, Wales, and England ( that is the whole of Britain) and also the
Northern part of England.

England is the largest, more populous, and, generally speaking, the
richest section. It is only a part of Great Britain. The importance of
England is so great in Britain that some foreigners just say “England "when
they mean Britain. In fact, England, Great Britain and the British Isles

ought only to be used as geographical names.

Multiple Choice
1. Great Britain does not include .
A. Scotland B. Wales

C. England D. Northern Ireland
2. The United States is the name used at the

A. UN B. UK

C. US D. UR

3. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is ruled over
1



by
A. the King B. the Queen
C. the Emperor D. the Empress
4. Some foreigners just say “England "to mean Britain because “England”
is

A. very large B. very rich

C. very important D. very popular
Ny
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Most people think that the older you get, the harder it is to learn new
languages. That is because they believe that children learn more easily and
efficiently than adults. Thus, at some point in our lives, maybe around age
12 or 13, we lose the ability to learn languages well. Is this idea a fact or
a myth?

Is it true that children learn a foreign language more efficiently than
adults? On the contrary, research studies suggest that the opposite may be
true. One report, on 2,000 Danish children studying Swedish, concluded
that the teenagers learned more, in less time, than the younger children.
Another report, on Americans learning Russian, showed a direct
improvement of ability over the age range tested; that is, the ability to
learn increased as the age increased, from childhood to adulthood.

There are several possible explanations for these findings. For one
thing, adults know more about the world and therefore are able to
understand meanings more easily than children. Moreover, adults can use
logical thinking to help themselves see patterns in the language. Finally,
adults have more self-discipline than children.

All in all, it seems that the common idea that children are better

language learners than adults may not be a fact, but a myth.

Multiple Choice

1. Which of the following statements best expresses the main idea of the
passage?
A. Teenagers are more difficult to teach than adults.

2



B.

C.

D.

Danish teenagers can learn Swedish faster than younger children
can.
Adults are more logical than children are.

The ability to learn languages increases with age.

. According to the writer of the passage,

A.

B.
C.

D.

people might lose the ability to learn foreign languages well at about
13

the younger a child is, the cleverer he is in language learning

it is easier for grown-ups to master foreign languages than teenagers
it is a good idea to let people learn foreign languages when they get

old

. All of the following were mentioned in the passage about the advantages

that adults have when they learn foreign languages except that

A.
B.
C.
D.
In

T 0w

adults know more about the world
adults can use logical thinking
adults have more self-discipline

adults can read better

the last paragraph of the passage, the phrase “all in all” means

all the people, including the old and the young

in spite of
on the whole

on the contrary

. Thl‘% talk claims that

A.

the ability of learn decreases with age

B. children are better language learners than adults
C.
D

. teenagers learn less, in the same amount of time, than younger

adults are able to learn more efficiently than children

children
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There is a public library in every town in Britain. There are branch

3



libraries in many villages. Anyone may borrow books, and it costs nothing
to borrow them. In some places you may borrow as many books as you
need, but in others you are limited to a certain number of books, including
novels. You may keep the books for several weeks so that you can have
enough time to finish all the books you have borrowed.

The latest novels are always in great demand, and nonfiction books,
for example, books on history, science and gardening are also very
popular.

If the book you want is out, you may ask for it to be kept for you, and
if you pay the cost of sending a postcard, the librarian will let you know
when the book has been returned and is ready for you.

Most public libraries also have a reading-room, there are tables and
desks at which you can sit and read the daily newspapers and all the other
important periodicals( #T1]) : weeklies, monthlies and quarterlies. In the
reference library there are encyclopedias ( & £} 4> 45) , dictionaries,
atlases( #b Kl #}) and other useful books. But you can only use these
books there, you cannot take them out.

Multiple Choice
1. The central idea of the first paragraph is
A. there is a public library in every town in Britain
B. there are branch libraries in many villages
C. it costs nothing to borrow books from the libraries
D. There are libraries, big and small, everywhere in Britain and
people can borrow books there without pay
2. The general idea of the second paragraph is
A. people like to borrow novels best
B. some people like to read books on history
C. people like to borrow novels as well as nonfiction books
D. books on history, science and gardening are very popular
3. Paragraph three tells us .
A. you can ask the librarian to keep the book you want for you if you
pay him some money
B. you must pay the cost of sending a postcard if you want the book to
be kept for you



C. the librarian will tell you when to come and borrow the book if you
give him some money
D. even the book you want is out, the librarian will help you to borrow
it in many ways
4. We learn from the last paragraph that
A. there are desks and tables in the reading-sroom
B. you can find a reading-room and a reference library in most libraries
C. periodicals are usually kept in the reading—ooms
D. you cannot take any books out of the reference library
5. The main idea of this passage is
A. England is a country with many libraries
B. English people like to read novels and nonfiction books very much
C. English libraries have reading-rooms and reference libraries
D. It is not difficult for English people to read books in the libraries or
borrow books from them
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How often one hears children wishing they were grown up, and old
people wishing they were young again. Each age has its pleasures and its
pains, and the happiest person is the one who enjoys what each age gives
him without wasting his time in useless regrets.

Childhood is a time when there are few responsibilities to make life
difficult. If a child has good parents, he is fed, looked after and loved,
whatever he may do. It is impossible that he will ever again in his life be
given so much without having to do anything in return. In addition, life is
always presenting new things to the child—things that have lost their
interest for older people because they are too well known. But a child has
his parents? He is not so free to do what he wishes to do; he is continually
being told not to do things or being punished for what he has done wrong.
When the young man starts to earn his own living, he can no longer expect
others to pay for his food, his clothes, and his room, but has to work if he
wants to live comfortably. If he spends most of his time playing about in
the way that he used to as a child, he will go hungry. And if he breaks the

5



laws of society as he used to break the laws of his parents, he may go to
prison. If, however, he works hard, keeps out of trouble and has good
health, he can have the great happiness of building up for himself his own
position in society.

Multiple Choice

1.

According to the second paragraph, the writer thinks that .
A. life for a child is comparatively easy

B. a child is always loved whatever he does

C. if much is given to a child, he must do something in return

D. only children are interested in life

After a child grows up, he .

A. will have little time playing

B. has to be successful in finding a job

C. can still ask for help in time of trouble

D. should be able to take care of himself

. Which of the following statements is NOT true according to the passage?

A. People are often satisfied with their life.

B. Life is less interesting for old people.

C. Adults are freer to do what they want to do.

D. Adults should no longer rely on others.

The main idea of the passage is

A. life is not enjoyable since each age has some pains

B. young man can have the greatest happiness if they work hard

C. childhood is the most enjoyable time in one’ s life

D. one is the happiest if he can make good use of each age in his life

The paragraph following this passage will most probably discuss

A. example of successful young men
B. how to build up one’ s position in society
C. joys and pains of old people

D. what to do when one has problems in life
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When American students graduate from college, they must find jobs
themselves. But often they get help from their college or university. Every
college has a career counseling office. The people who work there help
students learn about different kinds of jobs and the chances for
employment. Students can discuss their situation with a career counselor
(HRLFE S 2) as early as in their first year of college. Some use the
information a counselor gives them when deciding what subjects for study.

For example, a girl student wants to be an engineer, but she does not
know what kind. The counselor can tell the girl that, when she graduates
in four years, there will be more jobs for structural engineers than for
chemical engineers. Therefore, the student may study structural
engineering.

The career counseling office also communicates with local and
national companies. Company officials often visit the university to talk to
students who want to work for them. The counseling offices arrange these
meeting for the company and the students. They also have classes for
students. They teach the students how to find a job, such as what to say a
company official and how to write letters telling about themselves.

Experts say that American students who are hired when they finish
college usually find jobs in their own field of study. Those who must search
for months after graduation usually take lower-pay jobs, and their jobs are
not connected to what they studied in college. The experts foretell that in
the coming years there will be more jobs for health workers, financial

experts, teachers and computer scientists.

Multiple Choice
1. Which of the following statements is true?
A. When American students graduate from college, they can find jobs
all by themselves.
B. Only with the help or their college or university can American
students find jobs.

C. A career counselor can decide what subject American students

7



A.

should study.

D. A career counselor gives American students some advice on how to
find a better job after graduation.
2. In order to find a better job after graduation American students must
A. get to know counselors and they had better give them something
valuable
B. go to career counseling offices for help after graduation
C. go to career counseling offices for advice as soon as possible
D. study hard in college
3. From this passage we can see after graduation.
A. all American college students can get their satisfying jobs
B. all American college students can’t get their satisfying jobs
C. only a few of them can get their satisfying jobs
D. all of them have to wait at home for months
4. Which of the following statements is wrong?
A. Career counseling offices give college students information about
different kinds of jobs.
B. Career counseling offices communicate with local and national
companies.
C. Career counseling offices have classes for students.
D. A career counseling office is in charge of sending students to
companies.
5. After graduation each of American college students

wants to find a job connected to what he studied in college

B. wants to find a job not connected to what he studied in college
C.
D

. thinks it doesn’ t matter whether he gets a job or not

wants to find a lower—pay job
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About 35% of all high school graduates in America continue their

education in an institution of higher learning. The word college is used to

refer to either a college or a university. These institutions offer four-year
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programs that led to a Bachelor of Arts ( B. A) or Bachelor of Science( B.

S.) degree. Some students attend a junior college( providing only a two—
year program) for one to two years before entering as four-year college as a
sophomore( K " 4E2#42) or junior.

It is generally easier to be accepted at a state university than at a
private one. Most private schools require strict entrance examinations and a
high grade point average( GPA) , as well as specific college prep classes in
high schools. Private schools cost considerably more than colleges, and
famous private schools are very expensive. Poorer students can sometimes
attend, however, by earning scholarships. Some college graduates go on to
earn advanced masters or doctoral degrees in grad ( graduate) school.
Occupations in certain fields such as law or medicine require such
advanced studies.

Since college costs are very high, most students work at part-time
jobs. Some have full-time jobs and go to school part-time. Often some will
take five or more years to complete a four-year program because of money/
job demands on their time.

While the college and work demands take up the great part of a
student’ s time, most still enjoy social activities. Sports, dances, clubs,
movies, and plays are all very popular. However, gathering together for
long, philosophical( ¥ 2% I [)) talks at a favorite meeting place or near

the university is probably the most popular activity.

Multiple Choice

1. College education is in America.
A. quite common B. very rare
C. something difficult D. almost impossible
2. Usually after four years of college study one will get
A. a Bachelor’ s degree B. a Master’ s degree
C. a Doctor’ s degree D. a scholarship
3. Only can enter private schools.
A. rich students B. poor students
C. hard-working students D. college graduates

4. Most students in America pay for their college study
A. by their parents B. by themselves



C. by the government D. with the scholarships they get
5. The American college students like to most of all.

A. discuss problems on philosophy

B. play balls

C. earn enough money

D

. go to the cinemas or theatres
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N7
(RN

In Mount Berry, George, people find a group of schools built
specially for mountain children. The schools, as well as the mountain
itself, are named after Martha Berry, herself a daughter of a Georgian
mountainer.

Martha Berry was born in 1866. Luckier than most Georgian mountain
children, she received an education. But she never forgot other children of
the mountains whose parents couldn’ t afford to send them to school. In
1902 Martha Berry started a school for these children. It was housed in a
single small log cabin and was attended by only five pupils. Now, eighty
years later, there are a score of Berry schools in the area, with a total of
over one thousand students and a waiting list of about five thousand.

Martha Berry in her later years received many medals and honors for
what she had done for the poor mountain children of Georgia, and in 1931
she was named one of the twelve most important women in the United
States. She never stopped working for the mountain children till her death
in 1942.

Multiple Choice
1. The Berry Schools have a history of
A. half a century B. over three quarters of a century
C. about a quarter of a century D. a whole century
2. The first Berry School was founded
A. to honor Martha Berry
B. in memory of Martha Berry
C. by the efforts of Martha Berry

10



D. in Martha Berry’ s own house
3. In Mount Berry there are now
A. enough schools for all the local chlldren
B. still not enough schools for all the local children
C. more than enough schools for all the local children
D. schools for local children as well as children from other parts
4. Martha Berry was named one of the twelve most important women in the
US because
. she had helped develop one of the most backward( %5 f(]) areas
. she had never stopped working till death
C. she had received many medals and honors
D. she had helped set up some of the most advanced schools
5. This passage mainly tells us .
A. the history of the Berry Schools
B. about a poor area in the United States
C. Mount Berry” s development in education
D. Martha Berry’ s work and achievement
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We find that bright children are rarely held back by mixed-ability
teaching. On the contrary, both their knowledge and experience are
enriched. We feel that there are many disadvantages in streaming( ${-+----
YeHe 13 HE) pupils. Tt does not take into account the fact that children
develop at different rates. It can have a bad effect on both the bright and
the not-so-bright child. After all, it can be quite discouraging to beat the
bottom of the top grade! Besides, it is rather unreal to grade people just
according to their intellectual( % JJ %)) ability. This is only one aspect for
their total personality.

We are concerned to develop the abilities of all our pupils to the full,
not just their academic( 2= f]) ability. We also value personal qualities
and social skills, and we find that mixed-ability teaching contributes to all
these aspects of learning.

In our classrooms, we work in various ways. The pupils often work in
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