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JOKING OUR WAY THROUGH ENGLISH

(Preface)

Fr. John Lee is back to his own tricks again
helping his students laugh their way through
English. He insists that learning English is a
pleasure, like eating an ice cream cone, not
a chore, like taking bitter medicine. He is a
hundred percent right. It is easier to learn new
words in jokes than it is to learn them from a
dictionary; and jokes have a far richer cultural
content than any dictionary definition. Any
student with Fr. Lee for a teacher is really
lucky; the King’s jester is a better teacher than
the crown princes’s tutor. I extend my sincere
congratulations to Fr. Lee for reducing the pain
in learning English; Chinese students should
really love him.

Paul B. Denlinger

Professor of Linguistics,
Soochow University
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Father John Lee, the author of “Joking Our Way
Through English” ,was born and raised in North
China near Peking. As a college student, he went to
the United States in 1947. In 1949, he was ordained
in Kenrick Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. In the same
year, he entered Loyola University graduate school in
Chicago, studying Social Administration and Clinic
Psychology.

In the Midwest, the Catholic priest has organized
the first national convention for the overseas Chinese
students who were aided by him psychologically,
socially and financially. The energetic clergyman
wore many hats. He was a zealous churchman, a
sympathetic clinic psychologist, a popular lecturer
and an articulate Radio and TV news analyst who
produced and moderated “China Speaks Out,” a
semiweekly Radio program and “Press International,”
a weekly Television program on ABC.

Due to retinitis pigmentosa, an incurable eye
disease, Father Lee has become legally blind since
1977. Because of the lack of reading ability, he listens
to “talking books” and magazines. Instead fo sitting
on a rocking chair brooding, the resilient man buries
himself in hard work. Beside his teaching duties in
the Department of Mass Media Communication at
Fu Jen Catholic University, he has turned out some



twenty books. You can’t keep a good man down.
How true! Furthermore, Father Lee possesses a keen
sense of humor and many of his books deal with
the subject of witticism. “No sense crying over spilt
milk. You may just as well make the best out of it,”
remarks the spunky priest, “Life is too short and we
only live once. We must make a good use of the time
alloted to us, making small contributions to others.”
He is certainly doing more than his share. In his
spare time, if he has any, Father Lee writes a weekly
column, entitled “East Meets West” in China News
and regularly contributes articles to “Free China
Journal,” “Crown” and other publications in Taiwan
and in United States. He is also a correspondent of
“UCAN,” a Hong Kong based English news agency.

To Father Lee, life is really worth living. In his
world, sun shines brightly daily, fragrant flowers
bloom everywhere and birds sing sweetly from
morning to night. His optimistic spirit is contagious.
It rubs off on every one who comes in contact with
him. After each period, his students walk out of the
classroom, wearing a broad smile and spreading
sunshine and joy to their schoolmates. The world of
ours would be a much more pleasant place to live and
work, if there were more souls like Father Lee.

Jean Chen
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Edgar was plastered and brought to the
court. The judge interrogated him, “Where
did you get the liquor?” “A Scotchman gave
it to me.” Edgar replied. “Fifty dollars fine
for perjury,” the judge declared,”l know of no
Scotchman foolish enough to give things away.”
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= SANTA CLAUS

Around Christmas, Santa Claus’ helpers
stand on street corners, collecting nickles from
passersby, who drop their coins into a pot with
chicken wires over the top, to prevent kids from
stealing the nickles. Otherwise, Santa Claus will
be nickelless.
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%@ CROOKED CAR DEALER

Used car dealer:

This automobile is T o
in tip top shape. It . AL

runs beautifully and ~ N;':,.""bl .
sells for nine hundred Bty
dollars.

Buyers: How can you afford to sell it at
such a low price?

Used car dealer: I am going out of business.
When you buy it, I advise you to file off the
number on the engine, though.
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A conman put his little son on a mantel
piece and asked him to jump into his outstretched
arms. As the child did so, the man stepped aside.
The boy fell flat on his face, broke his nose and
had his front teeth
knocked out. “This
is to teach you not
to trust anybody.”
the conman said,

“Not even your
own father.”
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