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Unit 1

Is It Fine Today?

@D s it Fine Today?

WARMING-UP

Match the pictures with the expressions.

D E
( ) breeze ( ) sunshine
( ) lightening ( ) storm
LISTENING &SPEAKING

I . Listen to the following sentences and fill in the blanks.

) haze
) snowfall



1. The was lazy.

2. The buses are often late on day.

3. The cold weather the lake.

4. weather always depresses me.

5. The weather extended into September.

. Listen to the short passage and fill in the blanks.

Good morning ! Tt” s 6 o’ clock. Here’ s the weather report for some cit—

ies in Henan province. It is in Zhengzhou; the highest tem—

perature is 30 degrees centigrade and the lowest is 25 degrees centigrade. In

the north of Henan province, Anyang, it is going to be all
day. Be sure to go out with your . In Kaifeng there’ s a beauti-
ful . If you plan to , the temperature is mild.

The highest is 27 and the lowest is 19 degrees centigrade.

This is the weather report for today. Thank you for listening.
. Listen and complete the following dialogue.

A: Hi, John! Jisn’ t it?

B: Oh,yes,it’ s a really

A: T can’t agree more. The air pollution is so heavy that T could hardly bear; my

health is not as good as before. Today is fine,so we go out

B: I’ m sorry to hear that. It” s high time to take actions to protect our health

from the

A: Maybe ,we have to leave for California for our health.

B: My parents are thinking about it,too. When you decide, please tell me. I
hope we can still be neighbors, OK?
A: T hope so! It s a deal!



Unit 1 Is It Fine Today? 5

IV. Finish the following dialogue by using the phrases and sentences given, then act it

out.

much better rainy stay this way

get cold again clearing up That’ s right

A: Tt looks like it” s going to be

B: Yes,it’ s than yesterday.

A: But the weather forecast says it” s going to be today.

B: Let’ s just hope it doesn’ t

A: Yes,it’ s not like what the weather forecast said at all.

B: I wish it would for the weekend.

A: Well, the worst of the winter should be over.
B:

READING

Prereading questions

1. What’ s the weather like in your city today?

2. Does the weather play an important role in your life?

What’ s the Weather like Today?

One day, George Bernard Shaw was walking on the street when he met an old
man. The old man greeted him in this way, ‘Good afternoon, Mr. Shaw! It’ s such a
lovely day,isn’t i?” ‘Oh,yes,” Bernard Shaw said, ‘but twenty people have told
me about it in the past two hours. Thank you. ”

We could not prove if the story is true. But it is true that British people are fa—

mous for always talking about the weather. They would spend about six months in a

year talking about the weather. When they meet a stranger, the topics of the talking
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are usually about whether it” s going to rain or complaints about the cold or the heat.
New words & Expressions

weather ['weda ] n. R G A v fH 52 RIRFR 4T

greet [grizt | vr. FOHL; B

prove [pruwv ] ve. JEM: @R vl IEBE

British ['britif | adj. & E1); JeE AW ORFIEIY o BEA
topic ['topik | n. TR BH

complaint [kom'pleint | n. HI4E; JF5;

in this way HIX Rk Bt HX A7

spend time doing sth. 2% A {5+

Notes to the text

1. George Bernard Shaw: 7376 « 7 {HZN( 1856—1950 4F) , /R 2~ RIVES o

2. One day, George Bernard Shaw was walking on the street when he met an old
man. — K, I HATEE FRCER SR T — 08 .
FA R VAT, WA i when 5] S AR TE M AT, — Rkt 2=
o X RREEHE 288 U T R AUE , FAUE IR R AT 5, )
HIFRNEX DT 5= R 25H
1 40: He was strolling in the forest when he saw a fox. b7 MR B , 58
NER T — HATHE

3. But it is true that British people are famous for always talking about the
weather. {H 32 [E A B 1 LLRIS KA [ 44 o
It is...that... It 2B X FiE , that 513 K2 F BN,

4. When they meet a stranger, the topics of the talking are usually about wheth—
er it” s going to rain or complaints about the cold or the heat. fthf ] %] fG 4=
AR B HE RIS N, siE AR RIS A

Post-reading

1. Decide whether the following sentences are True( T) or False( F) according to
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the text.

( ) (1) George Bernard Shaw greeted an old man by talking about the
weather.

( ) (2) British people always talk about the weather.

( ) (3) British people like rainy days.

( ) (4) George Bernard Shaw had a walk on a sunny day.

( ) (

2. Match each word in Column A with the similar meaning in Column B.

5) British people always like talking with strangers.

A B

the condition of the atmosphere at a particular place and
prove .

time

a reason for not being satisfied; a statement that sb. makes
weather

saying that they are not satisfied
stranger show sth. is true

complaint | say hello to sb. or to welcome sb.

topic a person that you do not know

greet a subject that you talk ,write or learn about

3. Fill in the blanks with the proper form of the words given below.

‘proﬁv 8 greet topic complaint s pe;nd‘

(1) Joe said he would he could work harder.

(2) May you excuse me for a while? I want to discuss this

with you.
(3) Mike made his way through the crowd to us.
(4) My brother didn’ t like the meal so he made a to the

manager of the restaurant.

(5) You should know exactly how much you have left to
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4. Translate the following sentences into English.
(1) FERME EIRIEEG R, IR, KT K T o (when)
2) fbik I, BT . (It is...that...)
3) FHEUE, FEXT B o ( prove)
4) R ARESEFRRAN T AR o ( complaint)
5) A RFTHA E 2555 . ( topic)

(
(
(
(
PHONETICS

REBWMATEBRW

AR, ORGSR, SR AR S SeE DL T, HA O R s (H
ARG, MM IE 5 R KRR & . Rifh AN E, B/p/, b/,
It 1d1, k] 1 gl E B R e B R 6l ) B, B AE — LU 00 T AN DR
o, M HJR kB A E AR H I AOE BB AR R RS 5 B ERF &, A
SEARMR R SUE T AR AR E S LA, IR Rl — B AL, B R
TN e B BRI R, XA R R R F 2 NN =
FPFIE:

LR + BRRCE BY: 6 NERBE /p/, /bl It 1d ) Tk g R R AR B
ANAHIE B B — R B 23 2 FS B , BV PR AH DG Y 0 i A B AL X A e B I
B R VRIS f 235 A T AR

2. KRR + EEYEEE AR I A SRR TR R, L R R e A 4
B W vl Is] 1zl 100,187, 10, 1T],15], Iel 5% 0% 2 35 /s ], [dzl Tl
[dv/ IS 1, 1d3 ] T8 2 i AR A R A 0 G R e, T S TR A B 4
B E 2R

3. EERE + S BB I A R T R R S S/, I/ B
1/, W28 AN 78 R
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EXERCISES

I . Read the following words and expressions.

what time goodbye bedtime big kite

big jug good child that joke good morning
big nation mad man picture bookkeeper
handbag blackboard September sit down

I . Read the following sentences.

1. The girl in the re( d) coat was on a bla( ck) bike just now.
2. You can put i( t) down in the bi( g) garden.

3.1 didn’ ( t) say so.

4.1 don’ ( t) think so.

5. Those two boys are goo( d) friends.

6. There is a bi( g) house on tha( t) hill.

7.1 wen( t) there alone a( t) seven last night.

8. You are supposed to get back a( t) five this afternoon.

9. That school is qui( te) near to the cinema.

10. Sorry, I don’ ( t) know where he lives.

11. We will finish our work a( t) nine.

FURTHER READING

Weather Change

No one can change the weather. Nobody can control the
weather. But if we can read the signs around us, we can tell

what the more important changes in the weather will be. This
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way of telling what the weather will be like on the following

day or two is called weather forecasting.

For many centuries and in all countries, people have
studied the weather and tried to make weather forecasting.
Rings around the sun are a sign of coming rain. That many
people feel their joints hurt is a sign of wet weather. Some
birds fly high if fine weather is coming, but they fly near the
ground if rainy or stormy weather is on the way. If you see a
rainbow during rainy weather, this is a sign that the weather
will become clear and fine. Such rainbows come in the eve—
ning. If the stars twinkle clearly at night, then fine weather
will continue. If a fog appears in the morning just above a riv—
er, then the day will be warm. If the sunset is mostly red in
colour, then the following day will be fine. If a rainbow
appears in the morning, rainy weather will probably come.

Most of the sayings above have been made by the people
who have used their eyes and brains to make weather forecas—

ting.

[ . New Words & Expressions

Ve n

sign [sain] n. WE; £75
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forecast ['forkarst ] v. TN Tk
century ['sentfuri] n. {H4d; H4E
ring [rin ] n. FIE; IS

joint [d3pint | n. &Y

ground [gravnd | n. HTA; 13
rainbow ['reinbou | n. T
appear [o'pio] v. HEH; B I
sunset ['sanset | n. H%; 2
saying ['seiin ] n. JEiE

on the way 7F--- i

. Notes

1. But if we can read the signs around us, we can tell what the more impor—
tant changes in the weather will be. {H 2 @RI THEEEE H R W5
5, FATTHUAT RAFURIOR S —LEF R R 24k
“what the more important changes in the weather will be ” 7F /] - B fif 2
PN

2. This way of telling what the weather will be like on the following day or
two is called weather forecasting. X Fh X A< o — W K it KA AR AL AT 7
A 77, PUAE R AR -

XANA] ) AR SE “This way is called weather forecasting.” , ‘what the
weather will be like on the following day or two”f§{ “telling” (1) B2 15 «

3. That many people feel their joints hurt is a sign of wet weather. £ A\ 2>
SRS SR RN E 5
“That many people feel their joints hurt ” fif{ 3215 M AJ .

4. Most of the above sayings have been made by the people who have used
their eyes and brains to make weather forecasting. A{/]38 o8 W< F1 &
XFRAZRAE AT IO, T P72 A T X SEE T .

“who have used their eyes and brains to make weather forecasting ” f{{

“people” F TE 1 o
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ENGLISH FOR FUN

Whether the Weather

Whether the weather be fine,
or whether the weather be not,
whether the weather be cold,
or whether the weather be hot,

we 1l weather the weather.

10
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WARMING-UP

Match the pictures with the expressions.

D E F
( ) morning exercises ( ) morning greeting  ( ) having lunch
( ) outdoor activities ( ) having a nap ( ) queuing up
LISTENING &SPEAKING

I . Listen to the following sentences and fill in the blanks.

11
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12

1. Place your chairs in a . Do not drag them. Please be gentle.

Then go back to your seats.

2.It" s time to lie down in bed for a

3. Do not take away from others. Talk to the teacher if you

have questions.

4. your hands before you eat. Wash your mouth after you eat.

5. Do not run around in the . No running, climbing, shouting

and chasing. Please walk quietly.

. Listen to the short passage and fill in the blanks.

Dear baby,it” s time for you to go to the . You can have
many cute there. Your will be friendly to
you. They will you how to sing and dance. You and the other
little friends will . The aunts will give you candies and big red
flowers. Mummy and daddy will you more because you go to
kindergarten now. You are so ,my dear baby!

. Listen and complete the following dialogue.

A: Do you have any experiences in children English?

B: Yes,I do.

A: How long have you been teaching?

B: 1 have been teaching for

A: How are you going to give lessons to ?

B: I think I am going to use all kinds of materials like CD player, pictures,
word cards, TV ,magazines, games in my lessons. [ am going to use

teaching methods to help children with different learning styles.

. Finish the following dialogue by using the proper form of the phrases and sentences

given, then act it out.

ichildren believe me My pleasure play with kindergarten teacher
A: Now, please answer some of my questions.

B: Sure.
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A: When and why do you want to be a ?

B: When I was still a child, I wanted to be a teacher in the future. I like chil-
dren and I like playing with , too.

A:T am so glad to hear that. Would you please tell me why do you like chil—-
dren?

B: I think if I can children, I will get younger. I love chil-

dren. I could take good care of the children,please

A:That’ s all of my questions. Thank you for your answering.

B:

READING

Prereading questions

1. How much does the kindergarten cost a month in your city?

2. Do you think the fee is reasonable?

Kindergarten in China

In China, kindergarten costs more than college in some big cities.

It costs more to send your child to kindergarten in Beijing today than it does to
put him or her through college. In Beijing, sending a child to kindergarten costs as
much as RMB 4,500 a month. While the cost in the country’s top college is only
RMB 800 a month. It is almost impossible to find a good kindergarten in Beijing that
charges less than RMB 1,000 a month. Some kindergartens charge five times that.

A headmistress of a kindergarten says, ‘“Parents are paying more attention
nowadays to kindergarten. Their children carry the whole family’ s hopes on their
shoulders; if their education is a failure,the family fails. ”

It is common for children in Beijing kindergartens to learn English, and usual

for them to take afterschool classes in music,or chess,which cost more.

13



