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Abstract

This paper Coordinated all tong jia zi. xie sheng zi.yi wen and yi #i zi in
“Bamboo Slip Documents of Chu in Warring States period Kept in
Shanghai Museum”, from volume Ist to volume 5™.Then, I make a
data-base with the material which contains phonetic message. On this
foundation, I did statistical analyse, researched consonant system of
ancient Chinese, and got some conclusions:

1.By research the material of fong jia and xie sheng between the lai mu
zi and other characters, I think lai mu is independent in the Ancient Initial
system, at the same time, it can be use to connect the Initials and Finals in
the 2 deng  and chong niu 3 deng. In the same way, by research the

material of tong jia and xie sheng between the yi mu zi and other

m



characters, I think yi mu is independent in the Ancient Initial system, at
the same time, it can be use to connect the Initials and Finals in the 3rd
deng.

2. By research the material of nasal, I think maybe there were two sets
nasal in the Ancient chinese: one is ordinary nasal ‘m-, ‘n-, '1]—, another is
devoiced nasal m. 1. . The material of replacing each other between
nasal and plosive which use the same palce of articulation showed that
maybe there was a nasality plosive ™b-, "d-, "g-, and maybe it was
allophone of voiced plosive or nasal..

3. By research the material of labial, I think there was one set labial in
the Ancient Chinese,qing chun and zhong chun were used in the same
way. It accord with the law of “disappearence of lip constant in remote
ages”.Besides, in the “Bamboo Slip Documents of Chu in Warring States
period Kept in Shanghai Museum”,there are replacing between labial and
dental. alveolar(duan zu and jing zu),between labial and velar(jian zu), as
"pj->t-;"k"->"p-. I think that one of the reason is the confusion owing to
auditory error .

4. In the Bamboo Slips from Chu, there are replacing between jing zu
3 deng zi and Jian zu zi. 1 think maybe it is the beginning of the law
‘jing zu and jian zu confluence”. From the point of view of lexical
spreading, it showed the process that they contacted by chance in ancient,
and unified in latter-day. Besides, I think, in the Ancient Chinese, the
replacing between duan zu and jian zu, is parallel to the replacing
between zhang zu and jian zu. This phenomenon can be explained by the

law of spirantization, besides reconstruction of Consonant Clusters.



5 The Initial system of “Bamboo Slip Documents of Chu in Warring
States period Kept in Shanghai Museum” is the same to “the Book of
Songs” in the rough, didn’t reflect characteristic of Chu dialect. Maybe ya
yan system was mature at that time, the sound system of literary language

everywhere are in according with it.

Keywords: Old Chinese phonology, The Initial system, phonetic
mutation, Bamboo Slip Documents of Chu in Warring States period

Kept in Shanghai Museum
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