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Passionate and Poetic Depiction of Youth

——At the Opening of Footprints of Youth, Exhibition of Liu Kongxi's Art Works

Liu Kongxi is an artist, professor and PhD mentor of Fine Art
School of Capital Normal University. He has been my friend for many
years. | have seen the sketches, quick sketches and prints he created
when he was an educated youth in Heilongjiang Production and
Construction Military Formation; | have also learnt that through diligence
and relentless efforts, he became one of the first students admitted to
Luxun Academy of Fine Arts after the Cultural Revolution, continued
with his graduate study and taught in that school after graduation.
He was transferred to Fine Art School of Capital Normal University
at the end of 1980s. At the beginning of 1990s, he went to Japan to
study traditional oil painting techniques and tempera painting skills in
Musashino Art University and came back for art education and creation
after accomplishing his study. | noticed that his recent tempera paintings
themed Youth Stories have won special attention and commendation.

As an artist who has once been an educated youth, Liu Kongxi has
every reason to attach special importance to this theme. The remote
stories have been sealed by the dust of history, but even when time has
left a long trail of footsteps, how could the witness of that history forget
the memory of youth already engraved on their hearts? That history
withessed the growth of a generation and molded their life. With the
unique perspective of a witness and artist, Liu Kongxi described the life
stories of people during that special history with passionate and poetic
methods. He told us in his paintings: even if one is at the bottom of the
society, in the remotest area, even if one is experiencing hardship of
life, one’s youth will always sparkle with a brilliant glory. The days of
being an educated youth in the Great Northern Wilderness will become
an unforgettable complex in each witness of the history and a bond
for them to communicate with and offer mutual help to each other. No
matter how each of them review or understand the history when they
were young, none of them could change the past; no matter how people
of today review or understand the special era of People’s Republic of
China and examine the remote history with the eyes of present day,
none of us should laugh at or scold it, even if you could not understand
or do not care about it, because to that history, a generation has
devoted their passion and sincerity.

Liu Kongxi did not indulge in pains and self-pity when showing the
educated youth and youth stories, but focused on showing the kindness
of humanity and the beauty of youth, even when they were at the bottom
of the society. Because, wherever youth left its footprints, it should be
cherished and commemorated. Such images are powerful enough to
touch everyone with or without the experience similar to the painter.

Today, many educated youth have become famous artists, thanks

to the trials of life and reality and their diligence. In this exhibition
are also some of Liu Kongxi's sketches made when he was an
educated youth in Heilongjiang Production and Construction
Military Formation and when he was studying in Luxun Academy
of Fine Arts. These sketches are so vivid and lively, giving a
sense of familiarity. Such sketches are rare in art schools of
today, but they have helped a generation of educated youth
polishing their skills and recording the growth of their mind.

| understand that in the past two decades, Liu Kongxi has
been studying tempera paintings (an ancient Western painting
using a kind of half-oil half-water milk as medium, a technique
and material system earlier than oil painting, the predecessor
of oil painting), an European classic painting technique, and
applying it in his teaching and creation. He works hard to fill the
gap of this important technique-materials in the teaching and
creation of modern Chinese art and to nurture more talents.
His works diversified the style and technique of oil painting
creation in China, showing a high level of artistic sophistication.
To me, it is the freedom of artists to choose which technique
and materials to use according to their interest. But through the
efforts and study of Liu Kongxi in the recent years, we could find
after adopting this traditional painting techniques, his paintings
could reflect an easy, peaceful, and calm state of mind, which is
invaluable in such an impatient and complex artistic environment.

The works in this exhibition are the perfect depiction
and praise for the youth of individuals, even a generation of
individuals. From such praise, we see the kindness and simplicity
of the artist, the melancholy of the emotions in the past, and the
commemoration for the youth of a generation. His works are
saturated with the cherishing for the present and the longing for
the future; these are the most valuable wealth life left them after
going through trials and hardships. We believe, with such wealth
and emotions, Liu Kongxi will continue with his value and artistic
pursuit and maintain his stamina and strength of character in his

teaching and creation.

Feng Yuan
Vice President, Secretary of Secretariat, Member of CPC branch
of China Federation of Literary and Art Circles

Vice President of China Artists Association
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Oil and Tempera Paintings




ITgeR@HBN=— 1 —&$B3I¥E  Youth Story No.11 — Silent Mountain Forest
KX - OIHTEALE Tempera on panel

122cm x 66cm 2009
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IpE RN | —HE -2 Youth Story No.12 — The Age of Innocence

KX - DIHTIHA|E  Tempera on panel

160cm x 180cm 2009
















2% Leisureliness

KX - DIHTEALE Tempera on panel

150cm x 75cm 2009







