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B AR
An Overview of Public Speaking

All the great speakers were bad speakers at first.

—by Ralph Waldo Emerson
A speech is more than ideas. It is sound! It is music! Tt is rhythm!

It is performance!

—Klepper in Flaherty

5T H#r ( Objectives of the unit)

In this unit, you will get to know about
O Nature of public speech

O Element of public speech

O Ways of delivering speech



H—#hsr B4 2] (Theory Introduction)

— N AREFHBI AT ( Nature of public speaking)
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Z EHEZH(Speech elements)

(—) EWZE 2 (Subjective element )
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5By 4 1k (Case Study)

No.1 Making My Voice Heard

What am I doing now? I’m using speech to communicate with you. I’
m making my voice heard. Yesterday I told my parents I was nervous to
death to come to this competition today. 1 couldn’t sleep. I couldn’t eat. I
constantly have headaches and diarrhea. Honesty speaking, T haven’t been
so out of place and physically sick in my entire life. Instead of saying kind
words to calm me down, he said, “Do you know that companies and
industries have spent thousands of dollars just to let their advertisement be
shown on the TV screen for less than ten seconds and you have got
yourself an opportunity to make your voice heard in front of millions. How
unique is this chance? ” Suddenly I realize I have to seize this precious
opportunity to make myself, my voice heard. People throughout the world,
people throughout history have used various ways to communicate, and
more importantly to make their voices heard. William Shakespeare uses his
sonnets to express emotions and communicate with millions in centuries.
Director Zhang Yimou uses movies to express his thoughts and ideas with
audiences around the world. And the representatives of the Six—Party Talks
use their wisdom to negotiate. They have made their voice heard. Today is
my turn. I’ m going to seize this opportunity and I have realized from them
to myself, making your voice heard is truly a universal pursuit of all
mankind. I was kicking and screaming to have to go on this stage. Now [’'m
reluctant to leave this stage. Making ourselves, our voice heard is truly a
very important thing for every one of us.

Thank you!
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No.2 Making My Voice Heard

Hello, Everybody!

In my elementary school years, I was once detained in the teacher’s
office for some “serious moral misconduct”, being a very close friend to
my seatmate and accompanying her home everyday.

Well, you may wonder, so what?

The only problem is that she is a girl. And to make things worse, she
happened to be very charming by children’s standard that my teacher
reprimanded me severely for being over—enthusiastic, and maintained that |
should stay away from her and concentrate on truly serious matters.

With overdue respect to my teacher’s authority, 1 kept silent as if
there were really something of an item going on between us. From then on,
we were separated to sit in the diagonal corners of the classroom and were
too embarrassed to speak to each other anymore.

Not only did 1 lose one of my best friends to my silence, but also my
teacher’s trust to my cowardly obedient manner.

When I look back on my childhood experience, 1 was astonished by
how the “matured” adults misinterpreted the children’s pure friendship.
As if, there’s no such thing as sincerity between the children through the
eyes of grown-—ups. While at the same time, I was more shocked by the
children’s frightfulness in voicing the honest answers and stating the true
circumstances. And the relationship between the teachers and the students
become antagonized and precariously balanced.

Education, we say, is about communication. It’s a two —way street.
The students should learn to be brave enough to speak up, at least once in
a while.

I do wish I could come back to my childhood and make my voice

heard, whispering to that little boy to speak up and tell the teacher that



innocence really is something worth holding fast to.
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No.3 What do You Think of Cosmetic Surgery? Is It a
Good Thing or a Bad Thing?

It’s an interesting topic, isn't it? Here firstly, I would like to define
cosmetic surgery. By cosmetic surgery, we exclude those who are severely
injured or burned and have to receive medical treatments. We only refer to
those who are physically healthy and just want to look better by
deliberately seeking surgeries. So given this context, I do not think
cosmetic surgery is a good thing. First, to be natural is beautiful. We
should cherish what has been given to us and we should value our
uniqueness. Just imagine, if every man in the world looks like David
Beckham, and if every woman looks like Princess Diana, what a horrible
world it would be! And secondly, 1 would say, to be healthy is to be
beautiful. How properly we can sleep, we can eat, and how much exercises
we do, and also what kind of life style we live is more important than
surgeries.

Thank you.

ESVbagiE
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No.4 Is It Better for Beijing to Protect its Traditional
Buildings and Historical Landmarks or Build More Modern high—

rises?

I think it is better for Beijing to preserve traditional buildings for the



following reasons. Firstly, Beijing, as the capital of China, is a city with
long history and splendid Chinese traditional culture. And those traditional
buildings represent our Chinese culture and witness the long history of
China and of this city. So in this increasingly globalized world, it is
important for us to preserve our culture identity and to have the sense of
history. And secondly, it will help us to bring our traditional culture to the
outside world, because, especially in 2008, many foreigners will come to
Beijing. And by visiting those cultural relics, they can feel the traditional
culture of the city. In addition, I would like to add something, which is
really important. That is, when we are trying to preserve those traditional
buildings, we need careful evaluation, because sometimes they take up too
much space. So I think they may be divided into three categories: some of
them can be totally preserved; some of them may be changed a little bit;
and the others may be pulled down. So that is my general idea.

EFEiE
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B2 5148 ( Thinking and discussion )
1. Name some usage of speech in real life.

Key Points:

2. How many ways are there in delivering speech?

Key Points:




R F % 25 ( Application exercises)
Prepare speeches: 1. My Impression on Our University

2. Chinese Traditional Festival
Example 1:

My Impression to Our University

My university is very big and famous. It not only has a reasonable
layout but also has a beautiful landscape. When you enter the front gate
and face west, you will see a big fountain in a pond spraying a high water
pillar. As you walk along the pond, the water spouts pit toward your face.
Of course, It makes you feel very comfortable. Surrounding the pond, there
are a lot of flowers in bloom such as chrysanthemums, cockscomb flowers,
and Chinese roses. If you look toward the southern and northern sides, you
will see two murals on the wall. As you leave the fountain, the clean and
broad path leads you to the technology building.

You can climb to the top of the building and look down the beautiful
scenery. There are six white teaching buildings among many trees. You
can go out of the technology building and walk down the road in the front
of the library. The library is surrounded by a number of pines and cypress
trees.

The western side of the library is adjacent to a long corridor, which
connects technology building and the other teaching buildings. If you leave
the corridor, you can see an indoor gymnasium on the eastern side and a
recreation area on the western side.

My campus is very beautiful, but I feel the most beautiful thing about

it is its honest and diligent spirit of the numerous golden hearts.
Example 2:

Chinese Lunar New Year

Chinese Lunar New Year is a wonderful time of year to spend with
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one’s family. People who work and study far away from their parents can
return home. Everyone can tell each other about their lives, exchange gifts
and eat a lot of delicious meals in the warmth of the family home.

Chinese Lunar New Year is also a great time to chat with one’s
friends. Former middle school classmates, who now study in different
universities, love to go to parties and talk about university life. Many
students also like to visit their former teachers and wish them a happy new
year.

However, there are times during spring festival when it’s nice just to
be by yourself. You can read some novels that you never seem to get
chance to read at school. You can have a quiet walk through the

countryside near your hometown and think about your busy life.



