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Text A

Umit 1

The Outside Chance

As an active reader, you should maintain a constant interaction with the text in the course of

reading. Please read Text A with special attention to the guiding questions in the margin.

What's so funny about

money?

What warning did the

author’s teacher give

him?

Why did the author

leave his hometown?

What did the author’s
father think of his

move to L()ndon‘?

What's wrong with

the newspaper?

BRIX R AR ARG E RERAARZEERE
ZHAB, A, —RTEEENGNETRAOBRER
MIREE TAEH TR A AABE R & ZEN KR
X EBEAGBERREEATHREZ EASTR 2
MR1”

It’s a funny thing about money. If you haven’t got it, you think
it’s the most important thing in the world. That’s how I used to
think. I don’t any more, and I learned the hard way.

My teacher at school used to say: “When the gods wish to punish
us, they answer our prayers.” It means if you want something really
badly, you'll probably get it. But you'll get it in a way you don’t
expect. You might have to pay a price you didn’t bargain for.

It started one rainy day, when I was coming home from work. I
was a mechanic, and I liked working in a garage. But I was restless.
I'd always had this dream of owning my own business. That was why
I'd left my parents in Selby, and come to London.

Dad and I had arguments about it. He didn’t see why I should
want to leave home when I had enough to live on. Enough for what?
To live as he had, with nothing to look forward to but a gold watch
and a pension? Oh, I was fond of him, but it annoyed me to see him
so content. He had nothing to show for all those years of work in that
noisy factory.

All this was on my mind, as | walked home that night. I stopped
and bought a newspaper outside the Tube (#1%%). I didn’'t know when

I first realized there was something wrong with the paper. As if there



How did the author
make his fortune in

the race?

What price did he pay

for his greed?

What lesson has he
learnt from the

experience?

Umit 1

was a gap in the news. Then I looked at the front page, and instead of
Tuesday 22nd Nov., it said Wednesday 23rd Nov. Somehow, I had
bought tomorrow’s paper—today!

That’s the moment I realized that all my prayers could be
answered. The results of tomorrow’s races. I looked at the winners,
and chose from them carefully.

Next morning, I drew from the bank just about all 1 had—
£150, and laid my bets. Then all I had to do was to go around and
collect, and I couldn’t wait to count my money. A cool £4,000.

Wait till I told Mom and Dad! They’d hardly be able to believe it.
I switched on TV, but couldn’t concentrate on it. I kept thinking
what I'd do with the money. Then the news came on. The announcer
mentioned Selby, where my parents lived. Then 1 began to listen.
There had been an explosion up there that afternoon, and it was
followed by a factory fire. Twenty-two people were killed. 1 stopped
listening. I must have known then that my dad was dead even before
the telegram came.

The newspaper had fallen on the floor. I picked it up. Then I saw
it—FACTORY DISASTER IN SELBY. MANY FEARED DEAD. 1
hadn’t seen it before. I'd been too busy picking winners. I could have
saved my Dad’s life. There wasn't much more to tell. I got my own
business, and I'm doing well. Mom was paid insurance and she’s
better off than she was. The only thing is, she doesn’t care whether
she’s alive or dead for now my Dad’s gone.

When the gods wish to punish us, they make a damn good job of

(535 words)
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Read the example sentences and learn the meaning and the usage of the words or phrases

in the coloured print.

Language Points Notes by the Learner
@ used to/be used to/would/accustomed to @ used to + do sth. (T EFF)
© We used to be good friends and we would talk be used to + doing/n. (374 F)
on the phone every night. be used to + do sth. ( )
© There used to be an apple tree in front of our would + )
house. My father ~ smoke heavily.
© My sister used not to/didn’t use to like I finally got ~~ the noise.
chicken.

© The young lady is not used/accustomed to
wearing a uniform in the office.

© My computer is mainly used to play games.

@ the way/in a way @ the way + ( )
© 1 felt quite uncomfortable with the way (in The way you dress sometimes affects

which) she stared at me.

© He earned the money the easy way. (Rt FERALSHaRe s,
© probably/probable/likely/possible @ likely adj. ( )
© A college education is likely to have a lasting be likely to... =( )
effect on your knowledge and values. It’s likely that... (k4] % A Bt A
© It seems unlikely that the economic measures probably adv. ( )
will succeed in controlling the inflation. possible adj. ( )
© We will probably have a fine weather for He is win.
outing, but still, it is possible to rain. (MR KT HE 3R BE )
O price/cost/pay/take/value @ price n. ( )
© He could no longer estimate how high a price pay a price for... ( )
he would pay for his greed. value n. ( )
© Sometimes things of little value sell well at a cost sb. sth. ( )
high price. It takes... for sb. to do... ( )
© Drunk driving cost my uncle his life. The boy had to drop out because his parents
© It takes much more time and effort to read a couldn’t his education.

classical book than it does a bestseller.
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Language Points

Notes by the Learner

©® own/possess/possession/ownership

® own ut. ( )5 adj. ( )

© 1 dream of owning my own business. Iwantaroomof (A THEE).
© A good teacher possesses great patience. possess vt. ( )
© There’s a dispute over the house ownership. in possession of sth. ( )
©O He is found in possession of drugs. in the possession of sb. ( )
= Drugs are found in his possession. Do you CHAE)?
@ argue/argument @ argue vi./vt. ( )
© Dad and 1 had arguments about it. argue for/against ( / )
© The doctor described the miseries of the dying argue that... ( )
patients to argue for euthanasia(& 5 58). argument n. ( )

Some, however, argued that life was

important and should be respected.

The risk of lung cancer is a good

(BB IR A %48,

@ annoy/annoyance/annoying
© Tt annoyed me/It was annoying to see him act
so stupid.

© The noisy traffic is quite an annoyance,

annoy ut. ( )
“Get out!” she shouted
(BT R T Moo i )

@ content/satisfied @ content adj. [+ with] ( )
© 1 feel content/satisfied with my life. content 7. ( ; )
© The content of the essay is hard to the table of contents ( )
understand. He is to sit in front of TV all night.
© 1 eat to my heart’s content.
© realize/realization © realize vt. [+ that/wh-] ( )
© 1 didn’t realize(that) there was something wrong realize vt. [+ hope, plan...] ( )
with the paper/realize the mistake in the paper. realization n. ( ; )
© He realized his dream of becoming an actor. I didn’t it was.

© The next year will see the realization of my

hopes.

(B ARBEHSHT D

(@ switch on/turn off/ open/close

© 1 switched on TV, but could hardly
concentrate on it.

© Turn off the tap after washing.

© Don'’t forget to close the window before
leaving.

© 1 want to open an account in the bank.

© “Shut up!” the teacher said angrily.

(O switch on/off ( )
turn on/off ( )
close vt. ( )
open ut. ( )
shut vz. ( )
Please your eyes and go to sleep.

the radio (47 7l & HL)
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Language Points

Notes by the Learner

@ mention/speak of @ mention vt. = speak of ( )
© He mentioned a painting in his letter. the above-mentioned person ( )
© —Thank you! —Don’t mention it! not to mention...( )
© He didn’t speak of/about the affair.
© He doesn’t like kids, not to mention dogs and
cats.
® follow @ follow vr.
© A fire followed the explosion and burned down =take place after... ( )
the factory. =understand ( )
© Would you please speak more slowly? I cannot =act on... ( )
follow you. follow one’s instruction
© You'd better follow the doctor’s advice. =copy... ( )
© Don’t follow my example and rush into follow the trend
marriages. =go along... ( )
© Please follow this street until you get to a =happen as a result ( )
white building. It follows that...
© Mary didn’t attend the class, but it didn’t T'll discuss the book’s content, —the
necessarily follow that she was sick. introduction of the writer’s life.
® pick up ® pick up ( )
© He picked up the newspaper on the ground. ( )
© The younger children picked up English quite ( )
easily when the family moved to Canada. ( )
© A weak SOS message had been picked up (EAbE).
before all the contact was lost. My son soon (%47
© Please get ready at 7 p.m. I'll come to pick Lo F).
you up.
(@ pick/choose/select @ pick vt. ( ; )
© There's a wide range of books to choose/select choose vt. ( )
from. select vz. ( )
© 1 was busy picking winners.
© Don’t pick flowers in the garden.
(® punish/punishment @ punish vz. [ +sb. for...] ( )

© The kid was punished for lying.

© Nobody can escape punishment.

punishment 7. ( )

death punishment
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@ To live as he had, with nothing to look forward to but a gold watch and a pension?

MR BMEEFLE? — R T — bR —hEL, AAEMEL K

® That’s the moment I realized that all my prayers could be answered.

EREN—Z, KERF B A QAL ER,

® A cool £4000. 4000 345, K & T !

@ 1 must have known then that my dad was dead—even before the telegram came.

AL —ENOXECBRE — LEARHRE AL HeE T,

® 1 could have saved my Dad’s life. & AT UK K E—4,

® Mom was paid insurance and she’s better off than she was. The only thing is, she doesn’t care if

—_—
.

she’s alive or dead for now my Dad’s gone.
HFRAREBEAEGDTFRATEST — %, TRARET AFL X . FFHATLARATE
—SELREFT.

i R Sk

Word building.

Study word formation rule.

verb (3h1d]) + -ment — noun (£ id)

verb (8hid]) + -tion /-sion — noun (4% 1id])

e.g. argue v. — argument n, punish vz, — punishment n.

realize v. — realization n. explode vi. — explosion n.

Now transform the following verbs into nouns and use them to complete the sentences given

below.
317 B4 Bhid £ 17
concentrate confuse
collect expect
treat move
1. The clerk complained of the ill by his boss.
2. Most parents have great for their children.
3. The book mainly deals with the issue of Women’s Liberation
4, The porter is responsible for the of passengers’ luggage from the airport.
5. In the , I lost my passports.
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I1. Choose the best answer to complete each of the following sentences.
1. With trembling hands, the old lady the bottle of poison.
A. put up B. turned up C. picked up D. ate up
2. Silver is the best conductor of electricity, with copper it closely.
A. following B. competing C. drawing D. examining
3. We were outraged (2 2|15 #) by the he treated his poor wife.
A. method B. way C. behavior D. manner
4. His remarks brought me to the sudden that we had made a terrible mistake.
A. moment B. knowledge C. information D. realization
5. He has a large vocabulary because he a good, precise memory.
A. owns B. trains C. realizes D. possesses
6. There are strong for and against euthanasia (% & 78).
A. debates B. arguments C. objections D. views
7. It’s a smart car, but it’s not worth the they are asking.
A. price B. cost C. bargain D. value
8. Life becomes possible when food is converted (#4#) into energy and the energy in turn
seek more food to grow and survive.
A. used to B. tended to C. is used to D. is accustomed to
9. Our teacher seems never content our school performance.
A. about B. at C. with D. in
10. Remember to after finishing using the computer.
A. close down B. switch off C. turn on D. shut up
11. The old lady worrying about her son’s safety since her son went traveling
alone last month.
A. kept B. mentioned C. stopped D. concentrated
12. Whoever breaks the law will be
A. picked B. selected C. punished D. announced
13. The school picnic is on Friday, and the kids are a sunny day.
A. looking forward B. praying for
C. living on D. betting on
14. Miss Smith has many faults, but her employees are all her.
A. annoyed at B. surprised at C. angry with D. fond of
15. Unless you work hard, you are not to be promoted.
A. possible B. probable C. probably D. likely



