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Preface

On behalf of IODP Management International, I congratulate IODP-China for
publishing this full Chinese translation of the Science Plan of the International

Ocean Discovery Program for 2013—2023 originally published in English in

June 2011. As they say, science sees no national borders. It seems particularly
true for marine sciences such as IODP. However, when it comes to communi-
cating science, the language barrier is real as non-native speakers of English are
acutely aware of. We, therefore more than welcome this Chinese version; Chinese
is by far the top spoken language of the world. This document allows reaching
out to more than 1 billion people!

Decades preceding the European explorers Columbus and Da Gama, Admiral
Zheng He had sailed his incredible large fleet west across the Indian Ocean a
number of times to reach east Africa. China has a fascinating history of pioneer-
ing the Age of Ocean Exploration. This next phase of the international scientific
ocean drilling will seamlessly follow earlier phases of increasingly international
program; an important distinction is that this science plan will succeed and re-
place the current Initial Science Plan to be the official guiding document in plan-
ning scientific expeditions. I sincerely hope and invite our Chinese colleagues to
read this plan and propose bold new ideas and methods to advance our under-
standing of the Earth and participate in IODP expeditions of discoveries in the
spirit of Zheng He.

Kiyoshi Suyehiro
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