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Charles Dickens

Charles Dickens (February 1812 - 9 June 1870) was
an English writer and social critic. He created some of
the world’s most memorable fictional characters and
is generally regarded as the greatest novelist of the
Victorian period. During his life, his works enjoyed
unprecedented fame, and by the twentieth century his
literary genius was broadly acknowledged by critics
and scholars. His novels and short stories continue to
be widely popular.

His novels, most published in monthly or weekly
instalments, pioneered the serial publication of
narrative fiction, which became the dominant Victorian
mode for novel publication. His most famous novels
are David Copperfield, Oliver Twist, Bleak House and
Great Expectations.

Dickens was regarded as the literary colossus of his
age. His 1843 novella, A Christmas Carol, is one of
the most influential works ever written, and it remains
popular and continues to inspire adaptations in every
artistic genre. His creative genius has been praised by
fellow writers—from Leo Tolstoy to G. K. Chesterton
and George Orwell—for its realism, comedy, prose
style, unique characterizations, and social criticism.
On the other hand Oscar Wilde, Henry James and
Virginia Woolf complained of a lack of psychological
depth, loose writing, and a vein of saccharine
sentimentalism.
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More classics to be soon published are:

The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton

The Divine Comedy - Purgatory by Dante

The Christmas Carols by Charles Dickens

The Waste Land and Other Poems by T.S. Eliot

The Beautiful and the Damned by F. Scott Fitzgerald

The interpretation of Dreams by Sigmund Freud
Dead Souls by Nikolai Vasilievich Gogol

The Return of the Native by Thomas Hardy

The Golden Bowl by Henry James

Kim by Rudyard Kipling

The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling
Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes
Notre-Dame de Paris by Victor Hugo
Dubliners by James Joyce

The Lost World by Arthur Conan Doyle
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Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics bring you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology books that have stood the test
of time — at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud addictions to your bookshelf. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The first set of
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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CHAPTER 1 1

CHAPTER 1

Among other public buildings in a certain town,
which for many reasons it will be prudent to refrain
from mentioning, and to which I will assign no
fictitious name, there is one anciently common to most
towns, great or small: to wit, a workhouse; and in this
workhouse was born; on a day and date which I need
not trouble myself to repeat, inasmuch as it can be of
no possible consequence to the reader, in this stage of
the business at all events; the item of mortality whose
name is prefixed to the head of this chapter.

For a long time after it was ushered into this world
of sorrow and trouble, by the parish surgeon, it
remained a matter of considerable doubt whether the
child would survive to bear any name at all; in which
case it is somewhat more than probable that these
memoirs would never have appeared; or, if they had,
that being comprised within a couple of pages, they
would have possessed the inestimable merit of being
the most concise and faithful specimen of biography,
extant in the literature of any age or country.

Although I am not disposed to maintain that the
being born in a workhouse, is in itself the most
fortunate and enviable circumstance that can possibly
befall a human being, I do mean to say that in this
particular instance, it was the best thing for Oliver
Twist that could by possibility have occurred. The fact
is, that there was considerable difficulty in inducing
Oliver to take upon himself the office of respiration,—a
troublesome practice, but one which custom has
rendered necessary to our easy existence; and for some
time he lay gasping on a little flock mattress, rather



