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Foreword

The exhibition together with this book attempt
to pictorially portray how Singapore was cap-
tured by the Japanese on 15 Feb 1942, only 55
days after landing at Kota Bahru (a town located
on the north-eastern tip of the Malay Peninsula)
and what life was like during the ensuing 3 vears
and 8 months ending 12 September 1945,

Until her capture, Singapore was thought to
be impregnable, the “British Gibraltar of the
East”. She was contented to be a British Colony.
Life was kept simple and peaceful. On 15 Feb
1942, the myth of the invincibility of the Fortress
of Singapore and British supremacy was shattered.
The British surrendered and Singapore, re-
named Syonan-to, came under the administrative
charge of an Asian master, the Japanese.

As with all wars, there were the gruesome
and violent aspects — the brutality of the tortures
meted out by the Kempeitai, the massacre of the
Chinese, the robbing and raping of defenceless
women. As the vanquished, the expatriates also
suffered a great deal as prisoners-of-war. There
was total loss of freedom, food shortages and
business came to a halt. It was revived to some
extent during the occupation years. For all who
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lived through this period, the experiences were
most traumatic. Many senior Singaporeans can
recall vividly the extreme hardships they sutfered.

And yet, the Japanese Occupation lacked
documentation. The Japanese Administration
left no written records behind in Singapore. Thus
in 1981 we embarked on a project to collect oral
recordings and to look for documents, photo-
graphs and all kinds of paraphenalia related to
the war and the occupation. To date, the depart-
ment has interviewed 151 persons and collected
572 hours of recordings on tape. In addition we
have collected and copied all photographs and
documents.

This exhibition of 160 photographs and 104
documents would not have been possible without
the Interviewees’ contributions. We organise this
exhibition to express our appreciation to them
and to share their experiences with young
Singaporeans who have not lived through the war
and the occupation. However, there are still gaps
in the documentation which we hope to fill. We
appeal to all Singaporeans to come forward if
they have stories to tell, photographs, documents
or articles to add to our collection.

Mrs Lily Tan

Ag Director

Archives & Oral History Department
January 1985
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WAR SITUATION
(1937-1941)
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Chapter One
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THE FALL OF SINGAPORE
B b

Even as funds were raised for victims of
the war in China and Europe in the late
thirties, the probability of a war on Singa-
pore soil had never been considered ... not
even with the remotest possibility. After
all, Singapore under the British was in-
vulnerable to attack; or so at least every-
one thought...
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The British constructed fortresses
o ward of frontal attacks from the open sed.
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Coastal areas were covered with wire entanglements. mineficlds,
log barriers and pillboxes at strategic points 1o make amphibious operations lifficult.
These were deemed sufficient to repel an initial attack.
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Local people were recruited to help in the defence of Singapore.
They were taught first aid and fire-fighting skills.

A< b D AR R AE 14

AR 1T o ATV ER A R R AT i -

Squad Member

A.R. P.

Prince Edward Road

Certified photo of

A Gk, é,

=
e

An ARP membership card,
indicating the district

the member was responsible for.
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Two battalions of the Straiy Setdements Volunteer Forces (551 I statroned 0 Singapore

Thev were mobilised a few davs before the owthreak of war a o were sent 1o defend the beaclies

The Malay Regiment, another local defence force.
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Local people were encouraged to join the SSVF or to volunteer for civil defence work.
Although many came forward, few did so with war in mind.
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The Sino-Japanese War broke out on 7 July 1937,

The local Chinese quickly rallied to the help of their compatriots.
On 15 August 1937, Tan Kah Kee was selected as the leader and president of
the Singapore Chinese China Relief General Association (SCCRGA),

to co-ordinate relief efforts of all the dialect groups in Singapore.
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Identification badges such as this were given to committee
members of the various relief sectors.
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By Courtesy of Chu Chin Lum
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China Relief Fund Committee of Singapore.
e 47, Hubit Passl Koad
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By Couresy of Teong Ah Chin

A group of yvouths who helped raise funds by selling flowers.
Other methods of collecting funds included drama presentations,

fairs and variety performances. Occasionally, " Popular Speech Meetings”
were held to inform people of the war situation in China

as well as to solicit contributions.
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An anti-Japanese boycott organised at the same time as

the relief fund (by another group) put tremendous pressure

on the local Chinese to stop buving, selling or using Japanese goods.
A notice in the press denying its advertiser had any

dealings with the Japanese gives evidence of such pressure.
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Clan associations, businesses and individuals
were called upon to donate money (o the relief fund.
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War relief activities were also organised moaid of war victims o Briain.
Fund-raising stamnps ke this one were sold.

All these efforts were ade on behalf of victims of war in other countries
Litde did the local people dream thar

they would soon be fichting a war on Stngapore soil,
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MALAYA PATRIDTIC FUND

O & December 1941, Japanese troops muade a surprise |
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othe sarne time,

Japanese air planes bombed Singapore







Swiftly and steadily,

Japanese troops pushed sowthwards

after the initial surprise attack.

Britsh troops were forced 1o take up

defensive positions, as each major Malavan city
fell o the Japanese.
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Labouring [ranmcally,
covil defence workers cleared streers,

extinenished fires, removed inflanmmable or

| War Museum

ciplosive stores from bowbed areas

and helped the wounded




