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For a frue writer each book should be a new beginning
where he tries again for something that is beyond attainment.
He should always try for something that has never been done
or that others have tried and failed. Then sometimes, with
great luck, he will succeed.

— Ernest Hemingway (1899 - 1961)



1. Best of Times
B % &R
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R E A RIRAT ) — B T Sk 3R, — A R IF A AR
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(O F4MMR)mATHHiEH., L P agRGREL . HX Leysbis,
A Legstb  BAREMH Lo FAAMEFIFmIT A,

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times; it was the
age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness; it was the epoch of
belief, it was the epoch of incredulity; it was the season of light, it
was the season of darkness; it was the spring of hope, it was the
winter of despair; we had everything before us, we had nothing
before us; we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going
direct the other way.

Excerpt From A Tale of Two Cities

By Charles Dickens

wisdom ['wizdom] n. & &, BIE 1T N, iR
the ability to make sensible decisions and give good advice
because of the experience and knowledge that you have
epoch [ 'ipok. 'epok] n.H 4G, BFC. B age. era. period
incredulity [ inkro'djuileti] n. PR%E
the state or quality of being incredulous; disbelief
despair [di'spea(r)] n. 46, K

complete lose of hope or confidence

®
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2. Great Expectations
&KW
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As the night was fast falling, and as the moon, being past the
full, would not rise early, we held a little council: a short one, for
clearly our course was to lie by at the first lonely tavern we could
find. So, they plied their oars once more, and | looked out for
anything like a house. Thus we held on., speaking little, for four or
five dull miles. It was very cold, and, a collier coming by us, with
her gallery-fire smoking and flaring, looked like a comfortable
home. The night was as dark by this time as it would be until
morning; and what light we had, seemed to come more from the
river than the sky, as the oars in their dipping stuck at a few
reflected stars.

Excerpt From Great Expectations

By Charles Dickens

council ['kaunsl] n.i T2
an assembly of persons called together for consultation ,
deliberation s or discussion

tavern ['teevon] n.if . & #% a pub or an inn




plied their oars: fd %4 i % 3k

collier [ 'kolio] n .8 WAL a ship that carries coal

gallery-fire [ 'geelori'faro] n.J§f 7 here refers to kitchen

Great Expectations, & 8 “— 2 35t 7= 7, i SCH 1 13 R (3 KT
FEYCH M PRAECIRE ML H D) . XA PEL S HE —FEN g, AE
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3. Heart of a Stranger
3 AZNS

=]
Bl RERRL LT , KB BLE2H - ANTHEENR
T AR R RALTT A B H A, A AR AL T 2Lk g & 6 s R AR
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The most loved place. for me, in this country has in fact been
many places. It has changed throughout the years, as | and my
circumstances have changed. | haven't really lost any of the best
places from the past. though. | may no longer inhabit them. but
they inhabit me. portions of memory, presences in the mind. .. My
best place at the moment is very different, although | guess it has
some of the attributes of that long-ago place. It is a small cedar
cabin on the Otonabee river in southern Ontario. I've lived three
summers there, writing, birdwatching, riverwatching. | sometimes feel
sorry for the people in speedboats who spend their weekends zinging up
and down the river at about a million miles an hour. For all they’re able
to see, the riverbanks might just as well be green concrete and the
river itself flowing with molten plastic.

Excerpt From Heart of a Stranger

By Margaret Laurence




circumstance [ 'ss:.komstons] n . ¥ 5%
the conditions and facts that are connected with and affect a
situation , an event or an action
inhabit [m'heebrt | v. EETF, i
to live or reside in
attribute [ 'etribjut] n. & 5. $H1E
a quality or feature of sb/sth
cedar [ 'siido] n.HMR
a tall evergreen tree with wide spreading branches
cabin [ 'keebin] n./NE, 6
a small house or shelter , usu. made of wood
Otonabee river: J L5 [ ii]
Ontario: ‘% JCWE I, (oL Tk SEUH P 2R 38 , I 26 [ R S AT 1380
birdwatching n . ¥ &
watching birds in their natural environment and identifying
different breeds
riverwatching n . Wi
watching rivers
speedboat n . i # JiF fiE
a motor boat that can travel very fast
zinging n. () GO 15 JWH 74 5 JXUIg e 7
moving or making sth move very quickly , often with a high
whistling sound
concrete [ 'konkrit] n.{R%E 1
building material that is made by mixing together cement
sand s small stones and water
molten ['moulton] adj. % %5y

heated to a very high temperature so that it becomes liquid
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4. The Pleasant Family
BhEGBER
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When in an hour they crowded into a cab to go home, | strolled
idly to my club. | was perhaps a little lonely, and it was with a
touch of envy that | thought of the pleasant family life of which | had
had a glimpse. They seemed devoted to one another. They had
little private jokes of their own which, unintelligible to the outsider,
amused them enormously. Perhaps Charles Strickland was dull
judged by a standard that demanded above all things verbal
scintillation; but his intelligence was adequate to his surroundings
and that is a passport, not only to reasonable success, but still
more to happiness. Mrs. Strickland was a charming woman. and
she loved him. | pictured their lives, troubled by no untoward
adventure, honest, decent, and. by reason of those two
upstanding, pleasant children, so obviously destined to carry on the
normal traditions of their race and station, not without significance.
They would grow old insensibly; they would see their son and
daughter come to years of reason, marry in due course — the one
a pretty girl, future mother of healthy children; the other a
handsome. manly fellow, obviously a soldier; and at last,
prosperous in their dignified retirement, beloved by their

descendants. after a happy. not unuseful life. in the fullness of their
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