THE SILK ART EMBROIDERY OF CHEN KE

—— HIS HALF A CENTURY'S RELATIONSHIP
WITH TAIZHOU EMBROIDIERY
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Chen Ke, Han Chinese, was born in Jiande, Zhejiang Province, China
in March 1945. He was elected as a member of Masters of Arts and Crafts of
China at the fourth election, a senior artisan and a heritage representative of
Taizhou Embroidery in Zhejiang Province. He is currently the Honorary Curator
of Taizhou Embroidery Art Museum and the President of Taizhou Embroidery
Research Institution.

He graduated in the Affiliated Middle School of the China Academy
of Art in 1964, and since then he started to specialize in pattern design of
embroidered garments in Haimen Embroidered Garment Factory. He learned
his skills from the artisan Ying Dayu and has been working in the field for over
50 years.

In 1975, he completed the book of Instructions on Taizhou Embroidery
Techniques that comprised two volumes. The book collected 200 different
embroidery techniques including drawing, pulling, cutwork, wrapping and
coiling. A great number of figures and texts were also provided in the book.

He completed Textbooks for Training of Senior Embroiderers in Zhejiang
Province (in Chinese) as the chief editor in 1992. The textbooks, consisting
of 13 chapters and 700,000 Chinese characters, were divided into 7 volumes
respectively focusing on style design, pattern design, cutting, sewing,
inspection, ironing and packaging.

In 1991, he invented the technique of color-painted embroidery (Pattern
No. 91100595.1). Then he successfully launched a series of color-painted
embroidery products including scarves, handkerchiefs, dresses, skirts,
underwear and embroidered ornaments, reminding people of the items
featuring “painting after embroidery” that first appeared in China 3,000 years
ago.

In 2010, he invented the technique of high-definition embroidery
(Pattern No. 201010191899.1). The employment of this technique has made
improvements in color gradation and dyeing fastness of embroidery, which
used to be an undeveloped area in Taizhou ornamental embroidered paintings.

In 2012,he invented the technique of duplex embroidery (Pattern No.
Z1.201210139787.0). He also invented a new type of embroidery easel, which
can be embedded with a piece of glass , making a traditional embroidery
instrument into a mounted ornamental item.

The work of the Silk Layered-Sleeve Mandarin Gown with Cutworks
that made his name won the gold award on May 9, 1986 at the Sixth Spring
Exposition held in Plovdiv in Bulgaria. It also won the first prize at the Hundred
Flowers Awards for Arts & Crafts of China in the same year.From 1982—2014,
his works won a total of 34 awards, including gold and silver medals and other
special prizes.

Chen Ke has successively earned various titles, such as “Excellent
Science & Technology Workers in Light Industry of Zhejiang Province”,
“Outstanding Talented Technicians in Taizhou”, “Excellent Artisans of China”
and “Arts and Crafts Masters of Zhejiang Province”.

He attended the National Awards Ceremony of Artisans respectively in
April 1988 and September 1997, where he was received by leaders of the
Central Government and the State Council of China. He was called “the soul
of Taizhou embroidery” by the media.
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