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In China ancient or notable tree commonly refer to a tree that more than 100
years or a tree of scientific importance, historical or cultural significance. Chuxiong
Yi Nationality Autonomous Prefecture located in the middle of Yunnan Plateau, in the
east of Ailaoshan Mountains. The mountain area is account for more than 90% of its
total. The highest point is at Mt. Baicaoling with an elevation of 3657 m, while the
lowest is at Sanjiangkou with an elevation of 556m. The climate in Chuxiong belongs
to subtropical highland monsoon, with clear wet and dry season, has small difference of
annual temperature, but big difference of daily temperature. Average daily temperature
is from 14.8 C to 21.9 C, annual rainfall ranges from 800 mm to 1000 mm. The
territory consist of three mountains and two rivers, is rich in resource of animals and
plants due to its complex topography with vertical climate. The diverse geographical
environment and long history of ethnic culture gestate a large number of ancient or
notable trees, including many old camellia trees.

The camellia resources and old trees in Chuxiong were seldom known from
the outside world before 1980s. Kunming Institute of Botany (KIB) is an important
research institute of camellia in China. In 1985 KIB happened to know that there were
several ancient camellia trees at Lijia Village of Yongan district in Chuxiong, and
immediately sent staffs to have an investigation, then discovered 9 camellia trees with
more than 100 years old. In the next several years, an investigation team was formed
by the staffs of Chuxiong Bureau of Construction and the staffs of KIB. An extensive
investigation had been carried out for four years with focus in Zixishan Mountain and
surrounding 7 townships and 2 towns. Totally over 70 old cultivated trees of camellia and
60 old wild trees were discovered, including 1 trees in Lucheng town, 37 in Qianjing,
15 in Yongan, 5 in Dongua, 5 in Ziwu, 4 in Donggua, 2 in Cangling, 2 in Fumin, 2
in Daguokou, 1 in Lihe, 1 in Zhongyi respectively. After the investigation, famous
botanist Feng Guomei praised: “Chuxiong has so many camellia cultivars’” maternal
trees with very wide range of distribution and with very old ages that Chuxiong should
be the champion of Yunnan’s camellia”. The discovery of the old tree of very precious
cultivar “Tongzimian’ was attracted much attention from camellia circle. Many camellia
lovers from home and abroad came to Chuxiong to visit the rich camellia resource and
precious old trees. Chuxiong camellia was then well-known throughout the world. In
2005 Chuxiong’s application for holding 2012 International Camellia Congress was
successfully approved by the directors’ meeting of International Camellia Society in
Switzerland.

The successful application of International Camellia Congress ignited again
great mass fervor on camellia in Chuxiong, not only in cultivation, but also in finding
wild camellia trees in the mountain areas which were unknown by the outside world.
In 2006 Zhang Fangyu et al. discovered a large amount of old wild camellia trees in
Heiniushan Mountain of Zhongshan Town. This discovery was attracted great attention
in the world. In 2007 Dr. Masashi Nakata from Toyama Botanic Gardens of Japan
came with the staffs of KIB to Chuxiong to investigate initially camellias in Heiniushan
Mountain, and suggested the method and relative technic on investigation. Later
after many times of discussion a full investigation plan was made for the next several
years. Forming a united team to investigated the old camellia trees throughout Yunnan
Province using up-to-date scientific instruments, and got a financial support from the
Commemorative Foundation for the International Garden and Greenery Exposition.
After several years of investigation, we discovered that besides rich camellia resource




in the famous Zixishan Mountain, other mountains like Heiniushan, Baizhushan and Ailaoshan
have also many camellia trees in the wild. In Heiniushan Mountain more than 30,000 individuals
of Camellia were discovered in 66 populations with an elevation from 1826m to 2400m. There
are 1893 trees with ground circumference above 85 cm. The age is more than 100 years old.
Twenty one trees had more than 300 cm of ground circumference with several hundred years old.
This investigation is a good fundamental for scientific conservation and sustainable usage of this
precious resource.

These old camellia trees could be divided into Cultivated Type and Wild Type. Based
on the investigation, the trees in the villages, at the yard of temples and at the relics of temples
were placed as cultivated type. Those distributed in the wild or near the villages were placed
as wild type. According to our incomplete investigation, within Chuxiong City 72 old tress
were found as cultivated type, around 10 plants grew in mishi* Temple, accounting for one
seventh of total. It is an important characteristic that many old camellia trees were conserved in
mishi temple, showing the conservation effect of Yi people’s culture. Besides, many Buddhist
temple and Taoist Temple or their relics were also found in Chuxiong Prefecture. In Zixishan
Mountain only, there are many relics of temples, such as Banyuesi, Qishulin, Songhelin, Gudelin,
Lianmotang, Nianfotang,Xilin, Zhiguangsi, Gongdelin, Donglin, Bilianchi, Liantai’an, Dajingsi.
Among 72 cultivated type, there are 26 distributed in the relic of temple. Besides cultivated type,
much numerous trees were found as wild type. In 752 old tree investigated in recent years, 680
trees belong to wild type, accounting for 90.7% total. This indicated that Chuxiong is an very
important natural distribution of Camellia reticulata.

In order to introduce and publicize these Chuxiong ancient camellia trees, to meet 2012
international Camellia Congress held in Chuxiong, the government of Chuxiong organize
some experts to edit this book. From thousands of old camellia trees, 100 representative trees
were selected, including both cultivation type and wild type, and also including some maternal
trees of Chuxiong special cultivars. Besides those, some relative genera of the same family
Theaceae were also selected to show the biodiversity of Chuxiong camellia. According to the
book Technical requirements for filing old trees census in China and also considered the limit of
book size, the current book recorded mainly the plants’ names, location, latitude, longitude,
elevation, age, height, circumference at ground, circumference at breast height, crown diameter,
plant activity and the suggestion on conservation. The appendix recorded 680 wild trees and
72 cultivated trees within Chuxiong city’s territory, including the location, latitude, longitude,
elevation, tree height, circumference at ground, circumference at breast height, crown diameter.

These precious ancient camellia trees lasted long time in the history, loftily and proudly.
They are natural fairy just, like the pearl decorating the beautiful mountain of Chuxiong. They
are green relic, living fossil, cultural symbol, precious resources, left by the nature and ancestor.
They recorded long history of nationality and brilliant culture, delivered the change of the world,
have abundant cultural contents. Therefore, it is of great significance to study and conserve these
ancient camellia trees and their environment. The purpose to publish this book is to conserve
scientifically these precious ancient trees and their ecological environment, and to help the
sustainable usage of these resources.

* transliterated directly from the pronunciation in Yi Language. It is a kind of local primitive
religion especially in Yi Nationality's area. The first word Mi means ‘Land’ or ‘Local Area’, while shi
means ‘Master’ or ‘God’. The combination Mishi means ‘Master of Local Land’ or ‘God of Land’
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Cultivated type and new cultivars
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Ziding BhuddismTemple in Zixi Mountain

Shangxinfang Mishi Temple in

of Chuxiong City Sanjie Town of Chuxiong City

The trees of cultivated type were mostly discovered in relics of Buddhist temples and Mish:* Temples. The investigation results indicated
that the old camellia trees of cultivated type were mainly distributed in the villages and temples in Kunming, Dali, Chuxiong, Fengqing,
Tengchong along the old transportation road (namely SW Silk Road). These areas were also much developed districts in the history. Chuxiong
was just in the middle of the old transportation road. This old road promoted not only the development of commodity circulation and trade, but
also the cultural exchange of religion and humanity, especially the Buddhism propagation. In the old time, the monks in China treated camellias
as Mandala to devote Buddha, which were popularly planted in the yard of temple. The Buddhism in Zixi Mountain of Chuxiong started from
Nanzhao Kingdom (738-937) and Dali Kingdom(937-1254), most prospered in Ming and Qing Dynasty. It was said that there were 66 temples,
77 nunneries and 88 graveyards of monks in Zixi Mountain. Based on the field survey 68 relics of temples were discovered in this mountain.
Old camellia trees could be commonly found in most relic sites. In addition, Chuxiong Yi Autonomous Prefecture is one of the richest districts
of primitive religion preserved. The local Yi people believe that everything has soul on earth. Among deities, the mountain deity was at the
most important position. Aimost every village has its own Mishi Temple, where also commonly cultivated camellia trees. After several hundreds
of years, most temples had been destroyed, but many old camellia trees still grow at the relic sites. These trees are living cultural relics for
studying the history, cultivar evolution of camellia, and the development of Buddhism religions.

Among these old camellia trees of cultivated type, many of them are Chinese traditional cultivars, for example, the cultivar ‘Dalicha” ,

‘Shizitou” ,” Tongzimian’ , ‘Songzike’ , ‘LiuyeYinhong etc.The old trees of cultivar ‘Songzike” and ‘Liuye Yinhong' were
discovered for the first time in Yunnan as well as in the world. Some old trees in Mishi temples had no name yet. The two old trees in Wangjia
Village Mishi Temple were later named as cultivar ‘Guomei’ and ‘Yanzhi’ of Camellia reticulata. These old trees and surrounding
wild camellia plants produced many novels with different genetic backgrounds by natural pollination during long periods. Some of them were
later becoming new cultivars. In 1989 ten new cultivars of Camellia reticulata were named and registered: ‘Chuxiongcha” , ‘Chudie’ ,

‘Luchengchun” , ‘Guomei’ , ‘Yanzhi’ , “Zehe’ , Zixi' , Ziyan" , ‘Donglin" and ‘Seben’ .Four ofthem now become
the name card of Chuxiong for their excellent quality. From the year 2007 after further investigation and propagation, 47 new cultivars were
selected, 28 of which had been verified by the specialists and had been officially published. All these cultivars have independent intellectual
property and Chuxiong’ s characteristics, some of which, like ‘Weixihong” , ‘Lifang’ , “Zilian" and ‘Ziyu" etc, have become the
new representatives of Chuxiong city. Therefore, these old camellia trees and surrounding camellia resource are the treasure house for breeding
new cultivars. The area could not be replaced by any other area. It is of great significance to protect these old camellia trees and their habitats
in scientific way.

In this charpter, we selected 52 old trees which included 39 traditional cultivars and Chuxiong cultivars, 13 old tress of single form of
Camellia reticulata in the temple and villages. All these 52 trees has basic data including the location, latitude, longitude, elevation, age y (Years
old), height, CG (Circumference at Ground), CBH (Circumference at Breast Height), CD (Crown Diameter), flowering season, and remarks. We
also published here 17 new cultivars discovered in recent two years in Chuxiong, which include basic characteristics.

* see the footnote of preface
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Camellia reticulata ‘Tongzimian’

L TRMETARELHLE L EHERN, JLL
24° 59’ 25.0" , ZRZ101° 23" 47.6" , WHK1975m. &
PHAL N ZES. CETHE RomILZRERE 5
i, Rm g AR BRI o %R H TR A
BOREY—tk, WIZ92704F, $RR600 em, JEMI103 cm, i
Fl45cm, SEME300 em, KU, FREE R, EWI3~4H .
SRINEA—RIERNIRE Erm A, EMERNE
WA BRI/ N—SE R AR, SRR N R — 44 B AR R
T —

Located in the yard of Mishi Temple at Hongqiang, Donghua
Town, Chuxiong city, with latitude24° 59" 25.0” N, longitude
101° 23" 47.6" E, elevation 1975m, managed by Hongqiang
Village. ‘Tongzimian’ is a traditional precious cultivar of
Camellia reticulata. The flower colour is the lightest among all
cultivars of Camellia reticulata. This tree is the biggest of the
cultivar preserved so far with ca. Tree 270 y (Years old),height6m,
CG (Circumference at Ground) 103 ¢m, CBH (Circumference at
Breast Height) 45cm, CD (Crown Diameter) 3m, Fl. Mar.—Apr.
In Mt. Zixishan there was an ancient tree with CG near 300 cm,
and within Chuxiong territory 3 other big trees of this cultivar were
discovered which indicated that Chuxiong should be one of the

original places of this well-known cultivar.
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Camellia reticulata ‘Zixi’ and ‘Tongzimian’

fr T2 METT 2B L R AE B AR AR SF AR, JE4i24° 59'53.67 , A&
101° 26" 03.8" , #4k2260m. #ki510m, FEFE285cm, WIRTE6504ELL |, Ky
—WPIRER, LERMM KR, MFEAEY G EE1989 w4 . H
RMERL TR B E , K FR b, BERLRBEILZE, H
th—4, (HiZGh W TR T T200 4501, X St it ARl 22 A4
EZIANES.

Located at the relic of Donglin Temple in Camellia Garden of Zixishan, Chuxiong,
with latitude 24° 59'53.6” N, longitudel01° 26" 03.8" E, elevation2260 m.Tree H
10 m, CG 285 cm, 650 y, had two forms of flowers. One in red was the cultivar ‘Zixi’
which was named by Feng Guomei, the famous botanist, in 1989. The other in white,
was the famous cultivar ‘Tongzimian’ which was grafted at the stock ‘Zixi’ . The
tree died in 2001 due to inappropriate management. It is very necessary to protect such

precious ancient trees in scientific way.




