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There had to be a king and queen®, of course. The

king was a terrible old man who wore six-shooters and

spurs, and shouted in such a tremendous® voice that the

rattlers® on the prairie would run into their holes under

the prickly pear. Before there was a royal family they

called the man “Whispering Ben”. When he came to own

50,000 acres of land and more cattle than he could count,

they called him ODonnell “the Cattle King”.
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The queen had been a Mexican girl from Laredo. She
made a good, mild, Colorado-claro wife, and even succee-
ded in teaching Ben to modify @ his voice sufficiently while
in the house to keep the dishes from being broken. When
Ben got to be king she would sit on the gallery of Espi-
nosa Ranch and weave® rush mats. When wealth became
so irresistible and oppressive that upholstered chairs and a
centre table were brought down from San Antone in the
wagons, she bowed her smooth, dark head, and shared
the fate of the Danae.
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To avoid® lese-majeste, you have been presented
first to the king and queen. They do not enter the story,
which might be called “The Chronicle of the Princess, the
Happy Thought. and the Lion that Bungled his Job. ”

R TR RGN T R UL, FR A AR R T R R R
oo TEIKR B B AT IR 37 SRR g i B AR
CINDRIE /N S U 1N 915 (U R

Josefa O'Donnell was the surviving® daughter, the
princess. From her mother she inherited warmth of na-
ture and a dusky®, semi-tropic beauty. From Ben O~

Donnell the royal she acquired a store of intrepidity, com-
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